AGENDA
City of Monona Landmarks Commission
Monona City Hall
5211 Schluter Road, Monona, WI
Remote Teleconference Meeting via ZOOM
Wednesday May 13, 2020
4:30 PM
NOTICE OF ELECTRONIC MEETING
Due to the current state of emergency because of the COVID-19 pandemic, this meeting will be
conducted via electronic videoconferencing/teleconferencing. As such, it is likely that some or all
members of, and a possible quorum, may be in attendance via electronic means and not physically
present. In accordance with Wisconsin law, the meeting will remain open to the public. The public may
still attend in person at the location stated in this agenda. However, due to the need to maintain social
distancing in accordance with Emergency Order #12 (Safer At Home Order) and the limited physical
space available, the public is encouraged and requested to also attend via electronic means. Directions to
do so are listed at the bottom of this agenda. Upon reasonable notice, the needs of disabled individuals
will be accommodated through auxiliary aids or services. For additional information or to request this
service, contact Joan Andrusz at 608-222-2525.

1. Call to Order
2. Roll Call
3. Approval of Minutes of March 11, 2020
4. Appearances
5. Unfinished Business
A. Discussion and Potential Acceptance of 706 W Dean Avenue Landmark Documentation
6. New Business
A. Discussion of 4123 Monona Drive Landmark Documentation – Monona Landmark
Property
B. Discussion of Historic Preservation Month – Monona Walking Tour
C. Staff Updates
i.

Springhaven Pagoda and Stone Bridge Park

ii.

Certified Local Government Grant – Nominations to National Register

7. Upcoming meetings – June 10, 2020 and July 8, 2020
8. Adjournment

DIRECTIONS TO ATTEND MEETING ELECTRONICALLY
You may attend via videoconference by downloading the free Zoom program to your computer at
https://zoom.us/download. At the date and time of the meeting log on through the Zoom program and
enter Meeting ID: 878 7933 4564.
You may attend via telephone conference by calling the following phone number:
PHONE NUMBER: 1-301-715-8592 / MEETING ID: 878 7933 4564, FOLLOWED BY #
Please Mute Your Phone When Not Speaking To Ensure Best Possible Audio Quality.

NOTE: Upon reasonable notice, the City of Monona will accommodate the needs of disabled individuals
through auxiliary aids or services. For additional information or to request this service, contact Joan
Andrusz at (608) 222-2525 (not a TDD telephone number), FAX: (608) 222-9225, or through the City
Police Department TDD telephone number 441-0399. The public is notified that any final action taken at
a previous meeting may be reconsidered pursuant to the City of Monona ordinances. A suspension of the
rules may allow for final action to be taken on an item of New Business. It is possible that members of
and a possible quorum of members of other governmental bodies of the municipality may be in
attendance at the above stated meeting to gather information or speak about a subject, over which they
have decision-making responsibility. Any governmental body at the above stated meeting will take no
action other than the governmental body specifically referred to above in this notice. Agenda Posted
05/11/2020 on the City Hall, Library, and Community Center bulletin boards and on the City of
Monona’s website, mymonona.com.

Draft Minutes Subject to Approval
MINUTES
City of Monona
Landmarks Commission
Wednesday March 11, 2020
Chair Kuhr called the meeting of the Monona Landmarks Commission to order at 4:33 PM.
Present:

Chair Jennifer Kuhr, Mr. Rick Bernstein, Ms. Anne Wellman, Ms. Mary Murrell, and
Ms. Rebecca Holmquist

Absent:

Mr. Erik Lincoln and Ms. Branda Weix

Also Present: Douglas Plowman, City Planner
Approval of Minutes
A motion by Mr. Bernstein, seconded by Ms. Holmquist, for the approval of the minutes of
February 12, 2020 carried with one correction.
Appearances
There were no appearances.
Unfinished Business
A. Discussion and Potential Acceptance of Springhaven Pagoda, 4659 Tonyawatha Trail and
4811 Tonyawatha Trail Landmark Documentation
Chair Kuhr provided a brief overview to the Commission of the process for acceptance of the
landmark documentation. These have been discussed, reviewed and now are considered for
acceptance into City files for future use. Ms. Holmquist asked for both the Historic Name and the
Common Name to be used. Planner Plowman clarified that there will be photographs included in
the documentation, and that these will be evolving files.
A motion by Ms. Holmquist, seconded by Ms. Murrell, to accept the Landmark
Documentation for Springhaven Pagoda, 4659 Tonyawatha Trail and 4811
Tonyawatha with proposed revisions to the naming.
The motion carried.
B. Discussion of 706 W Dean Avenue and 5805 Winnequah Rd Landmark Documentation
City Planner Plowman shared an update on the property application for 706 W Dean. At the
request of the Commission he met with the property owner and gathered more information on
the home. This draft was included in the meeting materials. Ms. Wellman shared that she
thought the property was significant for its association with a 40-acre portion of land for Blooming
Grove. There was Commission discussion of the period of significance and if this would be
eligible as an early establishment. The loss of both the poultry house and the associated land
were points of concern for the Commission, as were the property modifications and loss of
defining features. Ms. Murrell asked if it could be considered a landmark site rather than
structure. The Ordinance gives the Commission purview over locations and sites as well as
structures.
Discussion moved to the possibility of making this an honorary landmark given it may not meet
the current criteria. Chair Kuhr asked for staff to consult with the City Attorney on this matter, as
it may require an Ordinance revision.
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The property at 5805 Winnequah Road was then discussed. Ms. Murrell asked the Commission
if it was known if the owners have done everything but register this on the National Register. Mr.
Bernstein responded that the process for tax credits is much shorter and less involved than the
nomination process. Ms. Murrell asked if this application information could be included in the
packet given it will contain a lot of information on the property. City Planner Plowman will look for
these materials and share at the next meeting.
C. Discussion and Potential Action directing Staff to prepare a statement regarding the
potential preservation efforts at the San Damiano property located at 4123 Monona Drive
Planner Plowman provided an overview of this request from the February Landmarks Meeting for
a statement from the Commission regarding the property. Since the meeting the City Council
have entered a 4-month agreement to explore potential community partnerships.
Discussion was opened up to what sort of statement may be made. Ms. Murrell shared that she
hopes the Commission can be one of the groups to work with the City on the initiative. There
was discussion of the timing of the statement, and what role it would have. There was discussion
of other opportunities for Commission involvement, including reviewing documentation for this
property as they have been for others. Consensus was for this to be considered at the next
regular meeting. Ms. Murrell didn’t see the harm in a statement, and suggested a draft be
prepared by Staff for the April meeting.
New Business
A. Discussion of 4500 Winnequah Rd – Monona Landmark Property
Ms. Holmquist suggested sharing the additional information from the recently completed
Architectural Survey with the State Historical Society so they can update their webpage on this
property. The property design was discussed, and how it exemplifies the garage use. The
garage door while not original, was a replacement for windows so the structural differences are
not significant. Commission members suggested Staff investigate the materials further, and see
if any additional information can be gathered. Further, it was requested if additional photographs
can be obtained to provide greater context for the file.
B. Staff Updates
i.
Springhaven Pagoda joint meeting with Parks & Recreation Board – April 7,
2020
It is tentatively planned that a joint meeting with the Parks & Recreation Board will be
held on April 7th. The Commission are keen to meet and ensure the Pagoda is a part
of future park plans. The date is not finalized as this is election night, and Staff will
communicate with the Commission closer to the meeting.
Mr. Bernstein also shared that he has been working with a local firm to obtain a scan
of the Pagoda. The existing scan that exists for the property isn’t sufficient to solicit
bids, and so additional resources are needed. This will be discussed in greater detail
at an upcoming meeting.
ii.

Certified Local Government Grant – Nominations to National Register
Planner Plowman updated the Commission that the City has been successful in their
application for $25,000 CLG grant funding for National Register nominations based
on the 2019 Historical Survey. The final agreement still needs to be signed, but it is
expected to move forward. Discussions will take place with the Commission for
criteria to prioritize applications should interest outpace funding. Further details will
follow and the Commission will be involved with selecting the consultant who will
prepare the report.
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Mr. Bernstein also provided an update on a presentation he gave at the Historic
Blooming Grove History Club. Ann Waidelich had asked he present findings of the
CLG report.
There was a broader discussion from Commission members regarding
representation outside of meetings, and clarifying who you are representing. Chair
Kuhr asked City Planner Plowman to contact the City Attorney for guidance that can
be shared with City Commission members.
Upcoming meetings
Upcoming meetings are scheduled for April 7, 2020 (Joint meeting with Parks & Recreation Board)
and May 13, 2020.
Adjournment
A motion by Ms. Murrell, seconded by Ms. Holmquist, to adjourn carried. (6:04pm)
Submitted by,
Doug Plowman, City Planner
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CITY OF MONONA
LANDMARKS NOMINATION FORM
Landmarks Commission 5211 Schluter Road Monona, WI 53716. Please refer to the
Preparation Guide for Landmark Nomination to assist in completion of this form. Submit to
planner@ci.monona.wi.us.
܆Landmark

Resource Type:

܆Historic District

Identification of Historic Resource
Common Name:

Jerald and Ann Nelson Home

Historic Name:

George Kalbfleisch Farm

Current Use:

Residential (Single-Family)

Street Address:

706 West Dean Avenue

Parcel Number(s):

0710-173-0430-7

Legal Description:

WINNEQUAH TERRACE LOT 40

Applicant Information
Name and Title:
Organization
Represented:
Address:
Phone Number:
Email Address:

As the preparer of this document, I am signing below to signify that I believe this document is complete
and contains true and accurate information.

Signature

Print Name

Date

General Historic Data
Original Owner:

George Kalbfleisch, Jr.

Original Use:

Farmhouse homestead

Architect/Builder/
Designer:
Architectural
Style:
Date of
Construction:

George Kalbfleisch, Jr.

Location:
Physical
Condition:

܆Moved Site
܆Excellent
܆Ruins

Cross Gabled
ca. 1903
܆Original Site
܆Good
܆Fair

܆Poor

܆Deteriorated

Attach a separate narrative that describes the landmark proposed for nomiation. This narrative shall
include the following sections:
A. Describe Present and Original Character and Features.
B. Describe the Significance to Monona and/or the Greater Region.
C. Describe the Conformance to Designation Criteria.
D. List of Bibliographical References.
E. Additional Information as Needed.

706 W Dean – City of Monona Landmark
Supplemental Information
A. Describe Present and Original Character and Features.
- Originally located on 40-acre farm, with this being the homestead
o Outbuildings included large barn and ice house (neither remain)
- A two story cross gabled home with seven rooms, including three bedrooms upstairs
- Stucco exterior- likely added by Joseph Fix
- Porch along half the length of the front of the house – removed ca. 1950
- Original windows remain (except for the new family room). Covered by full casing
storm windows
- Noncontributing features include the 3-season porch and double garage both added
in 2000
B. Describe the Significance to Monona and/or the Greater Region.
- Property was originally owned by George Kalbfleisch, Jr. He and his father each
owned 40-acre lots in Monona
- Joseph Fix bought the home in 1918 and lived there until 1950 when the land was
sold for residential lots
- The original poultry house was converted for use as the first parish church of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary congregation
C. Describe the Conformance to Designation Criteria.
(1) Exemplifies or reflects the broad cultural, political, economic or social history of the
nation, state or community; or
(2) Is associated with the lives of important persons or with important events in national,
state or local history; or
(3) Embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type inherently valuable
for a study of a period, style, method of construction or of indigenous materials or
craftsmanship; or
(4) Is representative of the notable work of a master builder, designer or architect; or
(5) Exhibits important archaeological or anthropological significance.

Originally approved as a locally designated landmark by City Council on October 15 th 1979, and
ratified by the City Council as part of Resolution No.16-1-2069 on January 19th 2016.

Photographs

Source – Wisconsin Historical Markers http://www.wisconsinhistoricalmarkers.com/2015/04/georgekalbfleisch-jr-farm-house-1903.html

CITY OF MONONA
LANDMARKS NOMINATION FORM
Landmarks Commission 5211 Schluter Road Monona, WI 53716. Please refer to the
Preparation Guide for Landmark Nomination to assist in completion of this form. Submit to
planner@ci.monona.wi.us.
Resource Type:

☐Historic District

☐Landmark

Identification of Historic Resource
Common Name:
Historic Name:
Current Use:
Street Address:
Parcel Number(s):
Legal Description:

Applicant Information
Name and Title:
Organization
Represented:
Address:
Phone Number:
Email Address:

As the preparer of this document, I am signing below to signify that I believe this document is complete
and contains true and accurate information.

Signature

Print Name

Date

General Historic Data
Original Owner:
Original Use:
Architect/Builder/
Designer:
Architectural
Style:
Date of
Construction:
Location:
Physical
Condition:

☐Moved Site
☐Excellent
☐Ruins

☐Original Site
☐Good
☐Fair

☐Poor

☐Deteriorated

Attach a separate narrative that describes the landmark proposed for nomiation. This narrative shall
include the following sections:
A. Describe Present and Original Character and Features.
B. Describe the Significance to Monona and/or the Greater Region.
C. Describe the Conformance to Designation Criteria.
D. List of Bibliographical References.
E. Additional Information as Needed.
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Frank Allis Farm, 1888
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A MONONA LANDMARK

Attachment 1

4123 Monona Drive
     Frank Allis was the son of the
founder of the Allis-Chalmers farm
machinery company in Milwaukee.
A gentleman farmer with an
extensive agricultural operation in
historic Blooming Grove Township,
he chose a lakeside setting on
which to build his manor house.
With its large columned porch
overlooking Lake Monona and
acres of shady lawn and garden,
including 1500 feet of shoreline,
this 14-room two-story wood-sided house is one of the most
interesting structures in Monona.
     Designed in an eclectic style, the house fits into a time period
when revival styles were popularized. It has a gambrel roof in the
Dutch Colonial style as well as many Georgian characteristics,
such as dormers, fanlights, columns and decorative pilasters. Other
unique features include an open staircase of carved oak and a
sizeable ballroom on the third floor (now housing five bedrooms.)
The structure of the house has basically remained unchanged; the
only notable alterations have been the expansion of the dining
room and the enclosure of the porches and front entrance.
     Notably, the house has seven fireplaces, each one distinctive.
Placed in corners and sharing chimneys, they all feature glazed tiles
surrounded by carved moldings. The living room fireplace boasts a
six-foot-high mantel decorated with wood carvings. Today only one
is operative. In its day the seven fireplaces were used to augment

the numerous stoves necessary to heat the large rooms and warm
the Allis’ guests when the home served as a social center.
     The impressive Allis home was among the first year-round
dwellings on the lakeshore beyond the city limits of Madison. The
estate was extensive, almost 600 acres, consisting of many farm
buildings, stables and a private race track. It stretched south and
west along the lake to the grounds of the old Tonyawatha Springs
Hotel and spanned present-day Monona Drive from Frank Allis
School south to Pflaum Road, including the Monona Golf Course
area. The large farmhouse located across Monona Drive and a little
south was operated by Mrs. Delbert Scott as a rooming house for
the dozen or more farm hands. Her husband was the coachman
and later chauffeur for Mr. Allis. The rooming house, along with the
farm foreman’s home at 4304 Monona Drive, stands on acreage
later operated as the Quaker Oats experimental farm.
     Presently held by the Norbertine Order of Priests of De Pere,
WI, the house passed through several ownerships. Madison Mayor
Adolph Kayser first bought the home from the Allis family. In 1916,
it went to Dr. Herman Gilbert who owned it until his death in 1925.
Members of the Mahoney family acquired the home from Gilbert
and, after living in it for a short time, deeded the property to the
Norbertine Fathers to be used as an educational facility for priests.
It served in this way for many years, with the large white letters on
the lawn spelling out “Norbertine Novitiate”. Recently renamed
San Damiano, the home now houses the Capuchin Friars, an order
of Franciscan Priests, who have made minor changes to meet their
needs.
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Frank Allis Background – Prepared by Ann Waidelich of the Historic
Blooming Grove Historical Society
Frank Allis (1865 - 1915)

F A was born in Milwaukee July 10, 1865 the 8th of 12 children. His father
was Edward P. Allis a founder of what became the Allis-Chalmers Corp. His
father was “among the greatest of manufacturers this state has produced.”

F A came to Madison from Milwaukee in 1893 three years after his marriage
to Lillian Paige in a double wedding with her sister.
He gradually acquired land until he had assembled a beautiful tract of some
600 acres with extensive lake frontage. He began by buying 75 acres of the
farm of Willet S. Main in 1893 for $15,000.

Since coming to Madison F A devoted all his time to his farm and achieved
much distinction in the raising of livestock, as well as in other lines of
agriculture. Today we would call him a “gentleman farmer” meaning that he
hired other men to do the actual labor on the farm. It consisted of 100 head
of Holstein cattle, 32 horses and other livestock. Joe Parr was the general
foreman of the farm and John Culp was in charge of the livestock.

A boardinghouse for the dozen or more men who worked on the farm was
located at what is now 4202 Monona Drive. It was said to have been run by
Mrs. Allis but another source says Mrs Delbert Scott whose husband was Mr.
Allis’s chauffeur ran the boarding house.
It became the Monona Drive Nursing Home owned by Robert Gorder (who
also owned the Middleton Village Nursing Home & Rehab Center) but since
1993 it has been a community residential facility run by the State Dept. of
Corrections for incarcerated pregnant women and mothers with very young
children.
“The Alles’ were recognized by their neighbors as of the aristocratic type.
Frank had a chauffeur (Delbert Scott) and a valet, and Lillian was a
gentlewoman in every sense of he word.” Quote from a neighbor and early
local developer, E. C. Smith
Frank Custer, Capital Times newspaper reporter and Madison historian,
collected two descriptions of F A :

“He was a pretty rotund, red-faced guy, who was not particularly a
prosperous farmer. He was prevailed upon by his family to go to Madison to
operate a farm. He had a problem, Drink. The family figured a farm would
keep him way from it” Matthew Maher

“F A drank terrible. His brothers thought the best way to keep him from it
was to put him on a farm, so they bought the farm for him. “ Earl Hungerford
1
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F A died on Monday Oct. 25, 1915 after an illness, somewhat of a paralytic
nature, extending over several years. He was 50 years old. Funeral services
were held at the home and burial took place at the Allis Family mausoleum in
Forest Home cemetery in Milwaukee.
By that time the Allis property looked like this: map
Frank Allis School

F A & his wife had no children but the other people living in the area had to
send their children to Nichols School. In order to coax people to buy lots and
build houses in the new Lake Edge Park and Shore Acres subdivisions,
E.C. Smith of the Park Real Estate Co. and Charles Nichols who was the
supervisor of the Allis farm in 1915 decided to create School District #10 but
they needed a site on which to build a new school. They approached Mrs.
Allis and she offered to donate 2 acres of land at a meeting on March 21,
1916 as a memorial to her late husband. The original Frank Allis School on
Buckeye Road was designed by architect and local resident Lew Porter. He
was also the on-site supervising architect for the new state capitol being built
at the time. The school opened in 1917. It cost $7,500. It has expanded
several times over the years with the original building being torn down in
1956. The school district was annexed to the Madison Metropolitan School
District in 1961.
House – built in 1893-94

F A hired well-known Milwaukee architect William D. Kimball to design the
house. It was built in the Dutch Colonial-Revival style whose main
characteristic is a Gambrel roof with dormers. The house has a Colonial
Revival-style porch supported by columns and a centered, side-lighted front
door. The interior is Arts & Crafts with flat moldings and tile work around
the fireplaces.

WSJ 4-15-1894 “F A ‘s beautiful new home damaged by fire, saved by a pail
brigade. It had just been completed and accepted by its owner. Two carloads of new and handsome furniture were in the house and only partially
unpacked. FA intended to bring his wife there as soon as the furniture was in
pIace. Origin of fire is not known. House valued at $10,000. “
A telephone was installed in 1895.

It was a center of much hospitality with a sizable ballroom, 14 other rooms
for family and guests and 7 fireplaces many of them placed in corners and
sharing chimneys.
We’ll talk more about the house a little later.
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Property

After F A died in October 1915, his 680-acre farm and house were sold in
November 1916 to former Madison Mayor Adolph Kayser for $125 - 150,000.
Mrs. Frank Allis (Lillian Paige Allis) moved to Petersburg Virginia to be with
her sister and died there on January 17, 1923.
Dr. Herman A. Gilbert

In October of 1917 the house and the 10 acres on the lake were sold to Dr.
Herman Gilbert who lived there until 1924. He was Chief of Staff at St. Mary’s
Hospital where Fr. Leo Rummel, a Norbertine priest became the chaplain in
1920 (keep that in mind – his name will come up later). The doctor’s
specialty was what we would now call radiology. He was director of the xray department at St. Mary’s Hospital and also at Morningside Sanitarium,
the TB facility for children located off Femrite Drive that is now the Tellurian
Drug Treatment Center. He died of cancer in 1925. Probably radiation
poisoning ?
In July 1924 Dr. Gilbert sold the FA house to Josephine and Marguerite
Mahoney for $35,000.
Mahoneys

Sisters Josephine and Margaret Mahoney were born in Fox Lake WI. They
came to Madison in 1874. Josephine was one of the first people to become
interested in the improvement of the Italian settlement (aka Greenbush).
She and her sister Margaret were widely known for their philanthropy. They
donated money to many Catholic churches and charities in and around
Madison and especially to St Joseph’s Church in the “Bush” which was run by
the Norbertine priests.
Margaret became a schoolteacher and was later a part of the clerical force in
the capitol but resigned her position to join her sister in building and
operating the Mahoney Apartments at State and N. Lake St. in 1911 -- thus
the “co-ed Mother” designation in Josephine’s obituary. They sold the
building in 1935.

In 1924 they bought the “Frank Allis” house at 4123 Monona Dr. from Dr.
Herman Gilbert for $35,000. But I don’t think they ever lived there. Madison
City Directories list them as living on North Lake Street until 1934.
Josephine & Margaret Mahoney sold/gave the house and 10 acres to the
Norbertines on November 30, 1929 for “$1.00 and other good and valuable
considerations.” The Norbertines may have been using the house before this
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date. The sisters established a Board of Trustees as a control for the use of
the donation and – if a change in the use became necessary – to govern it.

Josephine died in 1934 at age 81. After her sister’s death Margaret bought a
22-room lakefront “mansion” at 3837 Monona Drive (near Cottage Grove
Road) and put it and her other real estate holdings into a trust. “This trust
was pledged to the support of her and her brother but after their deaths all
the profits of the trust were guaranteed to be used for the exclusive purpose
of building a suitable educational institution on the Monona property.”
According to a 1947 article in Wis State Journal.
Margaret died in 1942 at age 88. Their brother David “Dan” had worked for
the Ringling Bros. Circus. After retiring he lived with his sisters and
continued to live in the 3837 Monona Ave home, being cared for by
Norbertine brother Clement Preem, until his death in 1947 at age 88.

The house was lived in by Father Leo Rummel, a Norbertine priest who
served as the chaplain at St. Mary’s hospital and was one of the Mahoney
estate trustees. When he retired in the early 1980s and moved to Green Bay,
the house was sold to Weber Realty. They were going to turn it into
condominiums but it was too run down. There was a large auction held at
the house in October 1984 after which the building was torn down for a 9unit condominium project called 3837 On the Lake, built in 1985.
Quaker Oats Farm, 1926 to 1936

The Quaker Oats Company bought 216 acres of the farmland on the east side
of Monona Drive for a livestock experimental feeding farm in 1926 from Paul
Kayser, Adolph Kayser’s son (Adolph had died in 1925). J.A. McLean
conducted research into the feed value of oats to dairy cows, beef cattle, hogs,
sheep and horses under the observation of the UW College of Agriculture.
Howard Wilson was the farm manager and Scott Miller was the herdsman.
The QO Co. suspended operations in 1936 selling off its animals. In 1944
some of the land was sold to Jerome J. Jones, Madison businessman and real
estate developer and father of Dorothy Jones Frautschi, Jerry Frautschi’s
mother. Jerome Jones and John C. McKenna developed the Quaker Heights
Plat on part of the land. One of the streets in the development is Jerome St.
and another is Quaker Road.
Norbertines

The Norbertine Order was founded by St. Norbert in 1121 in France.
Norbertine missionaries came to America in 1842. Fr. Inama founded St.
Norbert’s parish in Roxbury, the first Catholic Church in Dane County in 1846
at the request of Agoustan Harazthy (whose property is now known as
Wollersheim Winery) . Fr. Pennings came to the Green Bay area in 1895 to
minister to the Holland, Belguim and French settlers and established St.
4
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Norbert Priory and St. Norbert College in West De Pere in 1898. The Priory
became an Abby in 1925.

In September 1920 Norbertine priest, Fr. Leo Rummel, was appointed
chaplain of St, Mary’s hospital and an assistant at St. Paul University chapel.
In Sept. 1925 a Norbertine House of Studies was established at 424 N.
Murray St. where Norbertine priests studying at the UW were housed. While
studying the priests frequently assisted at St. Joseph’s parish, and in 1928
they took charge of the parish.
The Mahoney sisters bought the “Frank Allis House” in July of 1924. Articles
indicate that the Norbertines first started using the Frank Allis house as a
novitiate in September 1928 but the Mahoney sisters didn’t officially deed it
to them until November 1929.

The gift of the novitiate filled a long-felt need for a place of seclusion in which
candidates of the order could experience the religious life. It was officially
called the St. Augustine Priory but quickly became known as the Norbertine
Novitiate. Young men between the ages of 19 and 22 who desired to join the
Order of St. Norbert either as priests or brothers spent one year at the
novitiate without leaving the grounds. Their time was spent in prayer, study,
recreation on the property and helping out with the “household chores”.
After spending a year here, if they wished to go on, they transferred to the
Priory & College at West DePere for further study. Fr. Leo Rummel was in
charge of the Novitiate from its founding until 1946 when Fr. Leonard
Wagner took over.
The third floor, which is often referred to as a “ballroom” was used as a
dormitory. The second floor was given over to classrooms and a library.
The first floor had reception rooms, refectory (dining room), kitchen and
chapel in what was originally the parlor or living room

The Novitiate closed in 1959 when the novitiate program was moved to
DePere and Chicago. The house continued to be used by the Norbertines as a
House of Studies by priests studying at the University and serving parishes in
the area.
Capuchins

The Capuchins trace their origins back to St. Francis of Assisi. They began as
a reform of the Franciscan Order in 1528. They have spread throughout the
world and claim to be one of the largest religious orders in the Catholic
Church. In 1856 they came to Mt. Calvary Wisconsin and created St.
Lawrence Seminary in 1860. It is known today as the largest residential high
school seminary in the United States.
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In August of 1975 the Norbertines gave permission for Capuchin priests and
brothers from Mt. Calvary WI to rent the Frank Allis building as a “House of
Prayer”. Six friars moved into the house and followed a structured schedule
with special emphasis on prayer and spirituality and were joined by other
Capuchins for indefinite periods.

The property became known as “San Damiano” which comes from the church
in Assisi, Italy, where St. Francis received his call to become a priest.
The Rev. Lester Bach arrived at San Damiano in 1993 and began moving the
Capuchin Order toward more healing outreach services.

By 1996 it had became known as the San Damiano House of Prayer and
Healing. The Capuchins used the building for conferences, retreats and
healing ministries. One of the groups that was invited to use the house was
Madison’s Center for Life and Loss Integration a licensed outpatient mental
health facility that helps people with grief and bereavement. Also, for a time,
Meals on Wheels used the house as a pick-up location.
Five friars were still living there in 2004 working with area parishes,
preaching and counseling or working with groups of non-ordained
Franciscans.

The last Capuchin left the building at the end of March, 2015 and the building
is now empty.
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