AGENDA
City of Monona Landmarks Commission
Monona City Hall
5211 Schluter Road, Monona, WI
Remote Teleconference Meeting via ZOOM
Wednesday June 9, 2021
4:30 PM
NOTICE OF ELECTRONIC MEETING
Due to the current state of emergency because of the COVID-19 pandemic, this meeting will be
conducted via electronic videoconferencing/teleconferencing. As such, it is likely that some or all
members of, and a possible quorum, may be in attendance via electronic means and not physically
present. In accordance with Wisconsin law, the meeting will remain open to the public. The public may
still attend in person at the location stated in this agenda. However, due to the need to maintain social
distancing in accordance with Emergency Order #12 (Safer At Home Order) and the limited physical
space available, the public is encouraged and requested to also attend via electronic means. Directions to
do so are listed at the bottom of this agenda. Upon reasonable notice, the needs of disabled individuals
will be accommodated through auxiliary aids or services. For additional information or to request this
service, contact Joan Andrusz at 608-222-2525.
1. Call to Order
2. Roll Call
3. Approval of Minutes of April 14, 2021
4. Appearances
5. Unfinished Business
A. None
6. New Business
A. Discussion of Draft National Register Nomination for 4207 Monona Drive (Gail Klein –
University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee)
B. Discussion and Possible Action on using CLG Funds for National Register Nomination
of 110 Henuah Circle
C. Update from Friends of San Damiano Regarding Informational Interviews Conducted by
the Group (Andrew Kitslaar)
D. Staff Updates
i.

Historic Preservation Month – International Style Homes

ii.

National Register Nomination Update

iii.

Springhaven Pagoda Roof Replacement

iv.

Discussion of Return To In-Person Meetings

E. Landmarks Commission Requests for City Staff
7. Upcoming meetings – July 14, 2021 and August 11, 2021
8. Adjournment
DIRECTIONS TO ATTEND MEETING ELECTRONICALLY
You may attend via videoconference by downloading the free Zoom program to your computer at
https://zoom.us/download. At the date and time of the meeting log on through the Zoom program and
enter Meeting ID: 822 4070 5897.
You may attend via telephone conference by calling the following phone number:
PHONE NUMBER: 1-301-715-8592 / MEETING ID: 822 4070 5897, FOLLOWED BY #
Please Mute Your Phone When Not Speaking To Ensure Best Possible Audio Quality.
NOTE: Upon reasonable notice, the City of Monona will accommodate the needs of disabled individuals
through auxiliary aids or services. For additional information or to request this service, contact Joan
Andrusz at (608) 222-2525 (not a TDD telephone number), FAX: (608) 222-9225, or through the City
Police Department TDD telephone number 441-0399. The public is notified that any final action taken at
a previous meeting may be reconsidered pursuant to the City of Monona ordinances. A suspension of the
rules may allow for final action to be taken on an item of New Business. It is possible that members of
and a possible quorum of members of other governmental bodies of the municipality may be in
attendance at the above stated meeting to gather information or speak about a subject, over which they
have decision-making responsibility. Any governmental body at the above stated meeting will take no
action other than the governmental body specifically referred to above in this notice. Agenda Posted
06/07/2021 on the City Hall, Library, and Community Center bulletin boards and on the City of
Monona’s website, mymonona.com.

Draft Minutes Subject to Approval
MINUTES
City of Monona
Landmarks Commission
Wednesday April 14, 2021
Chair Goforth called the meeting of the Monona Landmarks Commission to order at 4:36 PM.
Present:

Chair Kristie Goforth, Mr. Rick Bernstein, Ms. Anne Wellman, Ms. Branda Weix, and
Ms. Rebecca Holmquist

Absent:

Mr. Erik Lincoln and Ms. Mary Murrell

Also Present: Douglas Plowman, City Planner
Approval of Minutes
A motion by Mr. Bernstein, seconded by Ms. Weix, for the approval of the minutes of March
10, 2021 carried with no corrections.
Appearances
Matthew Aro – 110 Henuah Circle appeared regarding the potential Frost Woods Historic District as
recommended in the 2019 Mead & Hunt Intensive Survey. He shared that the State Historical
Society are now rejecting any homeowner tax credit applications within those boundaries until the
District is formally listed. City Planner Plowman will follow up with the State Historical Society, and
this will likely be on an upcoming meeting agenda.
Unfinished Business
A. Discussion of Text for Springhaven Pagoda Signage and Stone Bridge Park Signage
This was a continuation of the discussion from the March meeting. A draft was prepared by Ms.
Wellman, and typed by Ms. Murrell. The discussion was to focus on content, and then editing to
a suitable word count. Chair Goforth had also reached out to the Ho-Chunk regarding the text on
the sign for their feedback. Photos of the existing boulder mounted signs were also included in
the packet for reference.
Ms. Holmquist thanked Chair Goforth for the materials, but was concerned that the Parks Board
should have a say on what goes on the park sign. She added that the text could include more
information on Judge Keyes given he built the Pagoda, whereas details on the springs could be
located on the broader park sign. Chair Goforth raised the existing boulders (and their attached
signage), and the possible duplication of signage. One boulder is in honor of Shirley Homburg
recognizing her service to the Commission, and the other is for the Pagoda specifically. The
existing Pagoda sign was given by the Harold Homburg family, and it may be best to discuss this
with the Homburg family. City Planner Plowman will discuss with the Homburg’s and use that as
their direction. Ms. Holmquist asked City Planner Plowman for a template for the sign, and he will
follow up with Parks Director Anderson on that matter.
B. Discussion of Historic Preservation Month Events – International Style Homes
City Planner Plowman provided an update on the Historic Preservation Month efforts. He is
working on a webpage that will be included in the upcoming City newsletter, and will also have
some publicity on WVMO. The plan is to generate a web map that includes information about
each. There will be an overview page that works as a landing for now, with a web form that can
capture materials and information that they may have. The plan is to keep the form open ended,
and allow comments, thoughts and photographs.
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Included in the meeting packet was work that Mr. Bernstein had conducted with Ms. Waidelich.
Ms. Holmquist also has materials that she will pass along. At this point, much of the text will be
from the Landmarks Book, with more specific detail from Commission members and public
submittals added over time. Ms. Holmquist shared that the Thomas’s and Matt Aro have a lot of
information on their properties.
New Business
A. Staff Updates
i.
WSHS Datasets
City Planner Plowman followed up on the WSHS datasets that were discussed at the
March meeting. The City does have access to some of these materials, although
they are in a raw format according to City Staff. The State does have public access
computers that allow more detail to be viewed. The City was offered to remote in to
these computers if there are specific areas of interest. Mr. Bernstein suggested that
this license fee could be included in any possible archaeological survey grant
request.
ii.
CLG National Register Update
A quarterly update was due to the WSHS so City Planner Plowman shared the
update with the Commission. Tim Heggland is about 50% complete with the
Schroeder Home, and will begin Bungalowen after. UWM are about 75% complete,
and expect this to be wrapped up in the coming weeks. Chair Goforth asked if there
was a target date for the Bungalowen project. Plans are still in place to coordinate
with Community Media to conduct interviews and film some content. Planner
Plowman will contact Tim to organize a date.
iii.
Springhaven Pagoda Roof Replacement
City Planner Plowman updated the Commission that the contract is currently with the
City Attorney for review. It was approved by City Council, and the larger park project
is already moving forward. City Planner Plowman will coordinate closely as this
progresses from contract award to construction. Mr. Bernstein shared that Wes
Masonry is a possible contractor for repair of the Pagoda base. This is not in either
project budget, so timing will likely depend on the cost and extent. If it is significant, it
may need a 2022 budget request. The current plan is to coordinate on a quote while
the site work is underway, to at least understand the magnitude of the work.
iv.
Historic Preservation Month – Proclamation
Mr. Bernstein requested a proclamation be added to the City Council agenda in
honor of Preservation Month. Draft text was provided by Mr. Bernstein and was
combined with a previous proclamation. Text was added recognizing the subsequent
CLG grants and this will be read at the April 19th City Council meeting.
B. Landmarks Commission Requests for City Staff
Mr. Bernstein asked that Staff close the loop with Mr. Aro regarding the possible nomination of
his own home to the National Register possibly using CLG funds. Additionally, he asked for a
cost estimate for the Frost Woods Historic District.
Upcoming meetings
Upcoming meetings are scheduled for May 12, 2021 (Cancelled) and June 9, 2021
Adjournment
A motion by Mr. Bernstein, seconded by Ms. Holmquist, to adjourn carried. (5:34pm)
Submitted by,
Douglas Plowman, City Planner
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NPS Form 10-900

OMB No. 10024-0018

Wisconsin Word Processing Format (Approved 1/92)

United States Department of Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form
This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the National
Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by
entering the information requested. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions,
architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and
narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900A). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property
historic name
Kohl’s Food Store
other names/site number
N/A

2. Location
street & number
city or town
state Wisconsin

4207 Monona Drive
Monona
code WI county

Dane

code

N/A
N/A
025

not for publication
vicinity
zip code
53716

3. State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this X nomination
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
X meets does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant nationally
statewide X locally. ( See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title

Date

State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria.
( See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of commenting official/Title

State or Federal agency and bureau

Date

Kohl’s Food Store

Dane County

Name of Property

Wisconsin

County and State

4. National Park Service Certification
I hereby certify that the property is:
entered in the National Register.
See continuation sheet.
determined eligible for the
National Register.
See continuation sheet.
determined not eligible for the
National Register.
See continuation sheet.
removed from the National
Register.
other, (explain:)
Signature of the Keeper

Date of Action

5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(check as many boxes as
as apply)
X
private
public-local
public-State
public-Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one box)
X

building(s)
district
structure
site
object

Name of related multiple property listing:
(Enter "N/A" if property not part of a multiple property
listing.)
N/A

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources
in the count)

contributing
1
0
0
0
1

noncontributing
0
0
0
0
0

buildings
sites
structures
objects
total

Number of contributing resources
previously listed in the National Register
0

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMERCE/Specialty Store

COMMERCE/Specialty Store

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)
MODERN MOVEMENT

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)
Foundation: concrete
Walls: brick, glass, concrete
Roof: synthetic
Other: N/A

Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

Kohl’s Food Store

Dane County

Name of Property

County and State

8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria
qualifying the property for the National Register listing.)
_A

B
XC

D

Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history.

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)
ARCHITECTURE
ENGINEERING

Property is associated with the lives
of persons significant in our past.
Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction
or represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components
lack individual distinction.
Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)
Property is:

Period of Significance
1968

Significant Dates
1968

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked)

A

owned by a religious institution or
used for religious purposes.

B

removed from its original location.

C

a birthplace or grave.

Cultural Affiliation

D

a cemetery.

N/A

E

a reconstructed building, object, or
structure.

F

a commemorative property.

G

less than 50 years of age or achieved
significance within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

N/A

Architect/Builder
Rasche, Schroeder, Spransy & Associates

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

Wisconsin

Kohl’s Food Store

Dane County

Name of Property

Wisconsin

County and State

9. Major Bibliographic References
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous Documentation on File (National Park Service):
preliminary determination of individual
listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested
previously listed in the National
Register
previously determined eligible by
the National Register
designated a National Historic
landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary location of additional data:
X State Historic Preservation Office
Other State Agency
Federal Agency
Local government
University
Other
Name of repository:

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property:

1.3 acres

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1
2

16N
Zone
Zone

310592
Easting
Easting

4771769
Northing
Northing

3
4

Zone

Easting

Northing

Zone Easting
Northing
See Continuation Sheet

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet)
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet)

11. Form Prepared By
name/title
organization
street & number
city or town

Gail Klein
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee Cultural Resource
Management
P.O. Box 413
Milwaukee
state
WI

date

March 15, 2021

telephone
zip code

414-229-3078
53201

Kohl’s Food Store

Dane County

Name of Property

County and State

Wisconsin

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional Items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)
name/title
organization
street & number
city or town

Habitat for Humanity of Dane County, Inc.
3103 Latham Drive
Madison
state

WI

date
telephone
zip code

March 29, 2021
608-255-1549
53713

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.
Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16
U.S.C. 470 et seq.).
Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including
time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments
regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service,
P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects,
(1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503
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Introduction
Kohl’s Food Store was constructed in 1968 following a design by the Milwaukee firm of Rasche,
Schroeder, Spransy & Associates in the City of Monona, Dane County, Wisconsin. The building
displays a Contemporary design that utilizes glue-laminated arches to form the distinctive barrelvaulted roof that the Kohl’s corporation had adopted as a standardized element of all of its grocery
stores constructed after 1951. In addition to its signature barrel-vaulted roof, the building is
characterized by its asymmetrical façade; its front window-wall with a continuous, widely
overhanging eave; its prominent glue-laminated fascia arch that extends beyond the roofline to ground
anchors on each side; its projecting flat roof over the front entry vestibule; and its interior floor plan
featuring a large, open sales floor and ancillary utility spaces. The nominated property contains one
contributing resource and no noncontributing resources.
Setting and Site Description
Kohl’s Food Store is located at the northern edge of the City of Monona, which is itself surrounded by
the City of Madison. The building is located on a 1.3-acre L-shaped lot in a mixed commercialresidential area on the city’s north side. The lot is bounded by Monona Drive to the east, a recentlyconstructed commercial property to the north, residential lots to the west, and Parkway Drive to the
south. Parkway Drive is a two-lane residential street with concrete curb and gutter and no sidewalks.
With the exception of the lot on which the Kohl’s Food Store building sits, single-family, mid-century
houses line Parkway Drive, in keeping with the residential neighborhood located immediately west
and south of the subject building. In contrast, Monona Drive is a four-lane urban street with concrete
curb and gutter, grass terraces, and concrete sidewalks along each side of the roadway. A few small
deciduous trees are planted in the terrace in front of the Kohl’s Food Store building and a recentlyplaced city bench and trash can (both of powder-coated steel construction) are located along the
western edge of the sidewalk in front of the building (the bench and trash can are not of sufficient size
to be included in the property’s resource count).
A paved parking lot is located along the north side of the Kohl’s Food Store building and wraps
around the northern half of the west side of the building with vehicular access to the parking lot from
Monona Drive and from the linked parking lot associated with the neighboring commercial building to
the north. A concrete sidewalk abuts the north face of the building along the southern edge of the
parking lot and extends to a wider concrete area at the northeast corner of the building where the
primary entrance is located. The concrete sidewalk continues from this entry space along the front
(east) wall of the building, ending at the south end of the façade. A mown grass strip is located
between the Monona Drive curb and a concrete sidewalk that abuts and runs parallel to the front (east)
face of the building. Within this grass strip, a small rain garden (consisting of a number of decorative
grasses and other small plantings) is located opposite the center of building’s front elevation; north of
this, a low, rectangular brick base serves as the foundation for an illuminated sign that displays the

Form 10-900-a
Wisconsin Word Processing Format (Approved 1/92)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet
Section 7

Kohl’s Food Store
Monona, Dane County, WI

Page 2

building’s current use: Habitat for Humanity ReStore (the sign is not of sufficient size to be included
in the property’s resource count). A few small decorative plantings are located around the sign base.
The mown grass area wraps along the south side of the building where a mature tree grows near the
building’s southeastern corner. A small concrete driveway is located at the western end of the south
side of the building. A large tree is located just west of this driveway with another growing behind the
building in an unpaved area located along the southern half of the rear (west) elevation.
Building Description
Exterior
Kohl’s Food Store is rectangular in plan with a concrete foundation; walls of red brick (laid in a
common bond), glass, and concrete block; and barrel-vaulted and flat roofs clad in a synthetic
membrane. The building consists of two distinct masses: the primary arched-roof building mass
containing the public sales floor and a secondary, flat-roofed mass that wraps around the north and
west elevations of this and contains staff and utility spaces. Primary character defining features of the
building’s exterior include its distinctive arched façade with the foremost glue-laminated arch
extending beyond the roofline to concrete ground anchors; its façade of floor-to-ceiling window panels
arranged in a vertical grid; its asymmetrical plan with a corner entrance; and its widely projecting, flat
roof that shelters the main entrance and wraps around a portion of the north elevation.
The front elevation of the building faces east and is asymmetrical in plan with a front entry located at
the building’s northeast corner. The façade of the building is dominated by its full-height window
wall that follows the curvature of the barrel-vaulted roof and is sheltered under a widely projecting
eave. Windows comprising the front wall are large, rectangular, metal-framed panels (excepting the
top row of windows which are shaped to match the roofline along their upper edges). These window
panels are arranged with a vertical orientation in a grid of 3 rows and 24 columns with 4 columns
being significantly narrower than the others; these narrower channels originally served as the spaces
between the letters k-o-h-l-‘s which were mounted to the alternating wider panels. These indicative
narrower channels are located west of and on each side of a single metal-framed glass door that is
located in the southern half of the façade. A single metal pipe railing projects outward from the
southern side of the doorway and is anchored in the sidewalk that runs along the building’s façade. A
narrow band of red brick serves as a bottom anchor for the window wall across the width of the front
elevation with the eastern face of both brick side walls framing the window wall at both ends. The
easternmost glue-laminated arch serves as the window wall’s top anchor. This unpainted wood arch
extends beyond the front corners of the building on each side where it is fastened to triangular concrete
ground anchors via metal brackets (building plans indicate that the ground anchors are connected
below grade via a steel tie rod). Galvanized metal flashing is located along portions of the exposed
fascia arch; areas where the flashing is missing show some degree of deterioration, although this has
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not visibly affected the curvature or overall aesthetic of the structure. A wide, overhanging eave
shelters the front window wall; the underside of the eave is clad in painted wood boards with regularly
spaced, round lights recessed along its length. The front edge of the eave is clad in wood fascia
boards. A metal sign panel hangs from steel cables at the center of the eave; the sign reads “Habitat
for Humanity / ReStore.” An ell created by the north side of the barrel-vaulted mass and the eastern
side of the flat-roofed mass contains the building’s primary entrance (although the single door in the
front window wall originally served customers as well, original building plans indicate that this was
not intended as the primary entrance as the entry at the northeast corner was the larger of the two and
was the only one to feature automatic doors). This primary entrance is sheltered by a flat roof that sits
below the roofline of both adjoining masses; the roof projects outward from the main building mass
with a squared metal post supporting its eastern end. The flat roof continues along a portion of the
building’s northern wall, sheltering the sidewalk that abuts the building. A row of regularly spaced
round lights is recessed in the underside of the projecting roof. The southern end of the space
sheltered by this projecting roof contains a glass-walled entry vestibule with metal-framed glass panels
along its eastern wall and a pair of glass and metal automatic sliding doors with an overhead ribbon of
single-pane windows in its northern wall. A freestanding metal pipe railing is located at a right angle
to the sliding doors at the vestibule’s outer corner (adjacent to the fascia arch’s concrete ground
anchor). Painted fascia boards cap the outer edges of the flat roof with metal address numbers (4207)
fixed on the eastern fascia board.
The north elevation of the building faces the paved parking lot; with the exception of the north wall of
the entry vestibule, the building’s north elevation consists of the north wall of the flat-roofed mass, the
roofline of which is capped by a narrow band of metal coping. From east to west, the north elevation
of the flat-roofed mass contains a bank of metal letters affixed to the face of the building reading
“Habitat for Humanity ReStore,” a single metal security door, a single-bay garage door opening with a
glass and metal overhead door (this garage bay was added in 2014), and a single metal security door at
the far western edge of the elevation. Both the easternmost security door and the garage bay are
sheltered by the flat roof that extends from the northeast corner of the building.
The rear (west) elevation of the building consists of the western wall of the flat-roofed mass and the
upper portion of the western wall of the barrel-vaulted mass. Both walls are of concrete block
construction. A single metal security door is located in the exposed portion of the barrel-vaulted mass;
this provides access to the roof of the flat-roofed mass where HVAC equipment is mounted. The roof
of the flat-roofed mass features a narrow band of metal coping along its outer edge and is stepped
along this elevation with the northern portion of the mass slightly higher than the portion that wraps
around the western wall of the barrel-vaulted mass. The western elevation of the flat-roofed mass
contains an elevated loading bay with an overhead metal door at the northern end of the elevation and
a small glass block window in the southern half of the elevation. A number of poured concrete
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bumper posts are located at intervals along the northern half of the elevation to protect the wall from
potential damage from loading trucks. Their locations, as well as visible concrete lintels, indicate the
original location of a second pedestrian door and a second elevated loading bay that were infilled with
concrete block at an unknown date.
The southern wall of the building consists of the southern wall of the main barrel-vaulted building
mass and the southern wall of the flat-roofed mass that wraps around the building’s rear elevation.
The southern wall of the barrel-vaulted mass is unbroken with no windows or doors. At the top of the
wall, the eave of the barrel-vaulted roof is clad in metal fascia panels. The southern wall of the flatroofed mass at the rear of the building contains only a single metal security door.
Interior
The interior of the building (both currently and historically) contains a large, open sales floor within
the barrel-vaulted building mass and a series of staff work spaces located within the flat-roofed mass
that wraps around the building’s north and west elevations. The historic spatial relationship between
the sales floor and the staff work area remains intact, although the individual division of spaces within
the staff work area has changed to reflect the building’s current function. A mezzanine level spanning
the rear (west) wall contains a mechanical room (its historic and current function) and a series of
offices (historically, the location of the Kohl’s employee locker rooms).
The vestibule at the northeast corner of the building serves as the building’s primary public entrance
(both currently and historically) and contains a ceramic tiled floor with a brick western wall (currently
obscured by a display wall of exterior shingles), a glass-paneled eastern wall, and an interior pair of
glass and metal automatic sliding doors that provide access to the building’s sales floor (the doors are
identical to the exterior sliding doors in the vestibule’s exterior wall). Both sets of sliding doors are
2014 replacements for the original metal-framed glass, mat-actuated swinging doors. The large, open
shopping floor features concrete flooring, drywall or plaster walls, and a ceiling clad in corrugated
metal and open to the eight laminated arches and wooden cross beams that support the roof. In
contrast with the laminated fascia arch along the building’s exterior façade, the interior arches have
been painted. Rows of double-arm pendant lights with glass shades hang from the cross beams at
regular intervals. Below these, parallel rows of metal tie-rods span the width of the sales floor and are
anchored into the ends of the laminated arches; a series of sign panels hang from these tie-rods to
indicate product locations within the shopping space. The sales floor currently contains non-fixed,
low, metal shelving and display racks as well as open space for the sale of furniture and other large
items; additional metal shelving is fixed along much of the length of the southern wall where a nearly
full-length refrigerated produce case originally stood (original store fixtures were removed following
its 1985 closing). A projecting false wall along a portion of the northern side of the shopping area
contains an open doorway and shallow hall that provides access to a pair of restrooms; the restrooms
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are located within the staff/utility space along the north side of the building (generally coinciding with
the original location of the store’s bakery and delicatessen work areas). Each feature modern tile
flooring, drywalled walls and ceilings, and modern fixtures. The restrooms and the false wall that
shields the restroom doors from the sales floor were added c.1992.
A mezzanine spans the length of the western wall, below which are two individual doors leading to
office and staff/utility spaces; historically, as now, this area was for use by store staff and was not
designed to be viewed or accessed by shoppers. The office at the building’s southwest corner
comprises the space originally occupied by the store’s large walk-in freezer; this space has been
remodeled to include wood laminate flooring, drywalled walls, and a drop ceiling. A recessed
concrete stairwell in the room’s southeast corner leads down to a metal security door that provides
exterior access. An open doorway in the office’s northern wall leads to a hallway along which are
located smaller, ancillary workspaces and offices; a larger space at the northern end of the hallway
currently serves as a staff break room/kitchen. The hallway, all workspaces and offices along its
length, and the staff break room/kitchen contain laminate flooring, drywalled walls, and drop ceilings;
these areas historically served as a produce service area with walk-in cooler and a butcher’s work
room. A door in the northern wall of the break room/kitchen provides access to a work area that
currently serves as a receiving, sorting, and repair area for store merchandise. This utility area wraps
around the building’s northwest corner and continues along the building’s northern side where two
separate doorways with swinging metal doors provide access from the sales floor. The length of the
utility/work area contains concrete floors and walls and historically contained a butcher’s meat cooler
and general grocery service area for the storage and sorting of groceries (walk-in ice cream and dairy
coolers are no longer extant). A recessed concrete stairwell is located near the building’s northwest
corner; this stairwell leads down to a metal exterior security door. A garage door (added in 2014) and
a second pedestrian entrance are located in the northern wall of this utility space.
The mezzanine level along the west (rear) wall is accessed via a stairwell in the utility area at the
northwest corner of the building. The front wall of the mezzanine is punctuated by a series of
rectangular openings that provide views of the sales floor. Within the mezzanine are two offices that
feature carpeted floors, drywalled walls, and drop ceilings; historically, these spaces served as a staff
lunch room and men’s and women’s locker rooms. A small HVAC room is accessed via a doorway in
the southern wall of the smaller office; this room historically served as a mechanical room and
contains a metal security door that provides access to the roof of the flat-roofed mass at the rear of the
building.
Integrity
Kohl’s Food Store retains a high degree of integrity as it retains all of the seven recognized aspects of
integrity including integrity of setting, location, design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and
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association (although the building no longer functions as a grocery store, it remains in use as a retail
establishment so that its commercial association is intact). The building retains all of the key
character-defining features of its original commercial design including its distinctive arched-roof (a
signature of the Kohl’s company’s grocery store design); its glue-laminated arches with the fascia arch
extending beyond the roofline to concrete ground anchors; its front window wall containing the
original vertical grid of metal-framed window panels (including the four narrow channels that indicate
the location of the original k-o-h-l-‘s lettering); its glass-walled entry vestibule; its widely projecting
flat roof over the primary entrance; its original interior spatial organization (consisting of an open sales
floor and ancillary utility spaces).
Summary
Kohl’s Food Store was constructed in 1968 in a distinctive Contemporary design that showcased the
company’s signature barrel-vaulted roof. The building’s primary character-defining features include
its distinctive arched façade with the exterior fascia arch extending beyond the roofline to concrete
ground anchors; its façade of floor-to-ceiling windows panels arranged in a vertically-oriented grid; its
asymmetrical plan with a corner glass-walled entry vestibule; its widely projecting, flat roof that
shelters the entry and wraps around a portion of the north elevation; and its interior floor plan featuring
a large, open sales floor with ancillary utility spaces. Overall, the building is in good condition and
retains a high degree of integrity.
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This nomination recognizes the depth of human presence here, the ancestral homeland of American
Indians for millennia, including the Menominee and Ho-Chunk tribes. From as early as the 17th
century, inter-tribal conflict, Euro-American exploration and settlement, and ensuing military
campaigns all had the effect of repeated displacement of Indians of many tribal affiliations. This
continuous tribal movement resulted in Wisconsin being home to many tribes who originated from
other parts of the country, generating a pattern of immigration, relocation, and formation of a new
homeland. Some of these tribes remain in Wisconsin; others may not, but numerous count Wisconsin
as home: Brotherton, Dakota, Fox/Meskwaki, Ho-Chunk, Kickapoo, Mascoutens, Menominee, Miami,
Munsee, Odawa, Ojibwa, Oneida, Potawatomi, Stockbridge, Sauk, and Wyandot tribes. We
acknowledge that the property that is the subject of this nomination is located on land long occupied
by American Indians, and since 1850 by the Ho-Chunk, Fox/Meskwaki, and Sauk tribes.
Introduction
Constructed in 1968 following a design by the Milwaukee architectural firm of Rasche, Schroeder,
Spransy & Associates, the Kohl’s Food Store at 4207 Monona Drive operated as a supermarket until
ownership changes and the construction of additional supermarkets in the area led to its closure in
1985. The building is an excellent representative of mid-century Contemporary architecture that
utilizes glue-laminated arches to achieve its distinctive barrel-vaulted roof without the use of interior
columns or other vertical supports. As the most visible and distinctive example of glue-laminated arch
construction in the City of Monona, the Kohl’s Food Store building is eligible for listing in the
National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C for its local significance in the area of
Engineering. The building is also an excellent example of the signature building design employed by
Kohl’s Food Stores throughout the 1950s and 1960s and is one of, if not the best, remaining examples
of the company’s standardized supermarket design remaining in the state. As such, the building is also
eligible for National Register listing under Criterion C for its local significance in the area of
Architecture. The building’s period of significance is 1968, the year of construction.
City of Monona
Located on the eastern bank of Lake Monona, across the lake from downtown Madison, the presentday area encompassed by the City of Monona was inhabited by different groups of Native Americans
for thousands of years before Euro-American settlement. Evidence of these Native American cultures
remains in the form of several significant conical, linear, and effigy mound groupings (three of which
have been listed in the National Register of Historic Places). The most recent Native American groups
to inhabit the area included the Fox/Meskwaki, Sauk, and Ho-Chunk, the latter of which continued to
maintain a presence in the region through the early twentieth century.
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Monona’s earliest Euro-American settlement occurred in the late 1830s with additional settlement
continuing through the 1840s. 1 During this period, the area was part of the expansive Town of
Madison; however, in 1850, the Town of Blooming Grove was formally established to include the
southeast shore of Lake Monona as well as the northern half of Lake Waubesa to the south. The 1850
federal census recorded the new township’s population as 291, with a mix of foreign-born (primarily
immigrants from Norway, Germany, and Ireland) and American-born residents with the latter group
including a significant number of settlers who had relocated from New England states. 2 The vast
majority of these settlers were engaged in farming, and agriculture would remain the town’s primary
industry through the remainder of the nineteenth century. Despite its firm agricultural foundation, by
1870, summer cottages had begun to appear along the Lake Monona shoreline, indicating the area’s
growing appeal as a summer destination with steamboat access from downtown Madison. The
lakeshore’s appeal was further enhanced in 1879 by the construction of the Tonyawatha Springs Hotel
which was able to accommodate up to 100 guests. Although the hotel was destroyed by fire in 1895,
its presence helped spur the growth of additional development along the Lake Monona shoreline. As
the area’s number of permanent residents increased through the first decades of the twentieth century,
the Village of Monona was incorporated in 1938 with a population of more than 1,000. 3 By this time,
Monona Drive had emerged as the village’s primary thoroughfare, coinciding with U.S. Highway 51
and linking Madison with Monona and communities further south.
The years following World War II saw a major boom in the village’s population so that by 1960,
Monona was noted as the fastest growing community in Wisconsin with a population of over 8,000. A
corresponding boom in residential housing construction meant that the vast majority of houses in the
village were constructed between 1941 and 1960. 4 As the City of Madison also continued to expand
in the post-war years, increases in through traffic along Monona Drive – then coinciding with U.S.
Highway 51 – spurred the construction of a new route for Highway 51 that would bypass the heart of
the village and instead skirt along its eastern edge. With the completion of the new highway in 1950,
the rerouting of through traffic allowed Monona Drive to further develop as a local shopping area with
numerous small businesses opening along its length in the 1950s and 1960s. 5
“Historic Blooming Grove Township,” Historic Blooming Grove Historical Society, historicbloominggrove.org/historicblooming-grove-township (accessed March 26, 2021).
2
“1850 Federal Census – Blooming Grove Township,” Historic Blooming Grove Historical Society,
historicbloominggrove.org/1850-census (accessed March 26, 2021).
3
“1850 Federal Census – Blooming Grove Township,” Historic Blooming Grove Historical Society,
historicbloominggrove.org/1850-census (accessed March 26, 2021).
4
Intensive Survey of Historical and Architectural Sites: City of Monona. Prepared by Mead & Hunt for City of Monona
(July 2019), 4.
5
Dorothy Browne Haines, Monona in the Making: History of the City of Pride, 1938-1975 (Monona, WI: Historic
Blooming Grove Historical Society, 1999), 46-47.
1
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The early 1950s also saw a proposal by the City of Madison to annex the Village of Monona when it
announced that it would no longer allow Monona students to attend its high schools in exchange for
the tuition that the Village had provided in previous years. In response and after months of debate
over the annexation issue, Monona and the remaining Town of Blooming Grove formed the
Blooming-Grove Monona Village Union High School District, and the Village of Monona voted to
remain an independent municipality. 6 As a further measure of its independence, the village was
granted its first full-service post office in 1964. 7 Two years later, a major construction project to
widen Monona Drive to include two travel lanes in each direction was begun. The project was an
effort to better accommodate the road’s heavy traffic and to facilitate access to the 110 businesses that
had been established along both sides of the roadway. Although many residents were dismayed at the
number of large trees that were removed along Monona Drive to accommodate the new roadway,
others enjoyed the additional commercial development that the widened street brought to the
community (including a new Kohl’s Food Store supermarket). With a population of more than 10,000
residents, Monona was incorporated as a city in 1969. 8 Although some additional residential and
commercial growth occurred in the 1980s, any substantial expansion was prevented by the
encroaching growth of the City of Madison which had expanded to surround Monona on all sides by
the mid-1980s.
The Development of Supermarkets
For much of American history and into the first decades of the twentieth century, groceries were sold
in relatively small establishments – often in downtown locations – where shoppers waited at a counter
behind which a grocer fetched the items requested. This full-service model was essential as many
food items, as well as certain types of merchandise, required measuring and packaging at the counter
(in contrast with today’s pre-measured and pre-packaged items). Because these early grocery stores
stocked shelf-stable dry goods only, shoppers expected to visit multiple shops – a butcher shop, a
bakery, a greengrocer, and possibly a fishmonger – to complete their regular shopping. In addition,
because of the limitations of the average home icebox (and the lack of iceboxes in many homes),
shopping for perishable items was typically done on a daily basis, and for a fee, fresh milk could be
home delivered each day by a local dairy service.
This traditional model of buying and selling groceries began to change in the 1920s as a result of three
major technological innovations. The most significant of these was the advent of electric refrigeration.
Commercial-sized electric refrigerators first appeared in 1922 and gained almost immediate
Haines, Monona in the Making, 51-53.
Haines, Monona in the Making, 68-69.
8
Haines, Monona in the Making, 68-69.
“Historic Blooming Grove Township,” Historic Blooming Grove Historical Society, historicbloominggrove.org/historicblooming-grove-township (accessed March 26, 2021).
6
7
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appreciation from those selling or wishing to sell perishable foods. Prior to this innovation, the few
grocers who sold meat (or dairy) struggled to keep these items cold in coolers chilled with large blocks
of ice. By 1929 one in three grocery stores had acquired some form of electric refrigerator for the sale
of meat and poultry, in addition to the traditional sale of shelf-stable foods. 9 Electric refrigeration also
meant that customers who were able to afford a home refrigerator could stock up on perishable items
at the grocery store, rather than buying one day’s fresh food at a time. 10 The second important
technological innovation related to food sales in the 1920s was the arrival of cellophane in North
American markets. Cellophane provided food manufacturers, distributors, and grocers with a means
of extending the shelf life of baked goods and boosted sales for meat cuts that had been previously
hidden from shoppers’ examination by the traditional brown butcher paper. 11 Finally, the increasing
availability and popularity of the automobile meant that families who owned cars were able to
purchase more groceries than they could carry home in their arms. In addition, car-owning families
were able to travel further from home in search of the best bargains instead of relying solely on their
traditional neighborhood grocery store. 12
The move from small storefront grocery stores to larger “one-stop-shop” supermarkets in the years
leading up to World War II was also spurred by the example of Clarence Saunders who is widely
regarded as creating the country’s first fully self-service grocery store in Memphis, Tennessee in 1916.
Although located in a traditional storefront location, Saunders’ curiously-named Piggly Wiggly store
included shelves of dry goods and cold cases of perishable goods, all arranged within a common sales
floor through which customers were directed to browse and select their own goods for final purchase
at a “settlement and checking” counter near the store’s exit. 13 Between 1917 and 1927, Saunders and
his Piggly Wiggly Corporation received patents for their “store where customers can help themselves,”
their price tagging of every item in the store, their store lighting, and their arrangement of store
fixtures (with turnstiles at the entrances and exits) that required customers to wind through a single
serpentine aisle of goods. 14 Additional innovations included the provision of shopping baskets for
customers and a staff of uniformed employees. With the success of his Memphis store, Saunders
opened additional Piggly Wiggly stores and sold licenses to other grocers who wanted to convert their
traditional grocery stores to Piggly Wiggly markets. This resulted in the opening of hundreds of
Marc Levinson, The Great A&P and the Struggle for Small Business in America (New York: Hill and Wang, 2011), 125.
Levinson, The Great A&P, 125.
11
Levinson, The Great A&P, 126.
12
Levinson, The Great A&P, 126.
13
Chester H. Liebs, Main Street to Miracle Mile: American Roadside Architecture (Boston: Little, Brown & Co., 1985),
119.
14
Clarence Saunders and Piggly Wiggly Corporation, Patents: 1917-1927, Self-serving Store, Arrangement and
Construction of Store Fixtures, Price-Tagging Means, Lighting System for Self-Serving Stores. Google Patents. Accessed
April 9, 2021.
9

10
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additional Piggly Wiggly stores in cities throughout the south and Midwest, each of which followed
the corporation’s detailed instruction manuals on all aspects of the Piggly Wiggly business model. 15
Competition from other grocery store companies soon followed with new chains proliferating in the
1920s, the largest of which was the Great Atlantic & Pacific Tea Company (better known as A&P)
which had been established in the nineteenth century, but boomed under the new self-service model in
the 1920s. Despite the growth of the new self-service grocery store during this period, traditional
neighborhood full-service grocers remained a mainstay of the local food supply chain in many
neighborhoods throughout the country. By the 1930s, however, the unparalleled growth of chain
“combination stores” (those that sold dry goods, produce, and meat) began to challenge the market
dominance of the country’s thousands of small grocery, meat, and produce markets. 16
Most of the new self-service grocery stores that emerged throughout the 1930s and 1940s ventured
away from Piggly Wiggly’s restrictive turnstiles and serpentine corridors, instead arranging shelving
and refrigeration cases so as to allow customers to wander throughout the store at their leisure. Such
arrangements required a considerably larger amount of floor space. While some retailers met this need
by purchasing two or three adjacent storefront buildings and removing the interior party walls, others
built new freestanding, one-story stores on vacant lots that had been set aside for commercial
development. During this period, trade journals and the popular press began to describe such food
stores as “super markets,” and by 1940, the term had become part of the national vocabulary. 17
Following World War II, supermarket construction boomed along with suburban housing
developments. With the large lots afforded by expanding suburbs, supermarkets began boasting large
parking lots and the availability of immediate free parking soon became a basic expectation at every
new supermarket. By the 1950s, the supermarket had become “an American phenomenon” and by
about 1960, nearly 70 percent of the country’s groceries were purchased in a supermarket. 18
The 1970s and 1980s brought new competition to the supermarket in the form of small convenience
stores – often operated as part of a gas station – and expansive discount warehouse grocery stores.
Although each of these new types of food stores proliferated throughout the country, supermarkets
continued to serve as most Americans’ primary food source through the remainder of the twentieth
century.

“About Us,” Piggly Wiggly, https://www.pigglywiggly.com/about-us (accessed April 9, 2021).
Liebs, Main Street to Miracle Mile, 121.
17
Liebs, Main Street to Miracle Mile, 125.
18
Ashley Ross, “The Surprising Way a Supermarket Changed the World,” Time, September 9, 2016,
https://time.com/4480303/supermarkets-history/ (accessed March 24, 2021).
Tevere Macfadyen, “The Rise Of The Supermarket,” American Heritage, October/November 1985, Vol.36, Iss.6.
15
16
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Kohl’s Food Stores
The Kohl’s grocery store chain began as a Milwaukee family business established in the early
twentieth century by Polish Jewish immigrant, Maxwell Kohl. Born in Budanov, Poland in 1901, Kohl
emigrated to the United States in 1925, eventually settling in Milwaukee. Here, Kohl met and married
Mary Hiken, who had immigrated from Russia with her family at the age of 16. 19 In 1927, after two
years spent working in Milwaukee-area factories, the 26-year-old Kohl used his savings to open a
small, traditional grocery store on Milwaukee’s south side at the corner of Lincoln and Kinnickinnic
Avenues. The success of this store led Kohl to open three other grocery stores in Milwaukee during
the 1930s – one of the few such businesses to expand during the Great Depression. While not large
enough to be considered true supermarkets, these early Kohl’s grocery stores utilized the self-service
model that had become popular during the 1920s and 1930s. By the early 1940s, the nationwide rise of
the supermarket – a fully self-service grocery store featuring separate deli, bakery, and butcher
counters – prompted Kohl to opened his first true supermarket in Milwaukee in 1946 while earlier
Kohl’s stores were remodeled to contend with the new supermarket trend. Although these early Kohl’s
supermarkets featured such modern amenities as automatic doors and on-site parking, they were
housed in relatively indistinct, flat-roofed buildings.
In the late 1940s, reportedly after observing a Penn Fruit store in Philadelphia that utilized a distinctive
barrel-vaulted roof, Kohl was “inspired to adopt an arch-roofed design with prominently-visible
structural members.” 20 The first Kohl’s supermarket to take on this new design was constructed in the
Milwaukee suburb of Wauwatosa in 1951 following plans by Milwaukee architect Fritz Von
Grossman who was known for his distinctive Contemporary designs. As the first prototype of what
would evolve to become the company’s signature store design, the Wauwatosa Kohl’s Food Store
featured a barrel-vaulted roof, but lacked the floor-to-ceiling window wall of later models and featured
a distinctive angled pylon that was absent from later stores. 21 The design was refined through the
1950s and early 1960s with all new stores featuring the characteristic arched roof, but with slight
variations in design (likely due to individual architects’ different interpretations of the concept). Some
stores featured fully extended laminate fascia arches with concrete ground anchors while others
followed the Wauwatosa model with the front arch terminating at the roofline. Other variations
included the use of brightly colored opaque panels along the upper portions of the front window wall
rather than uniformly clear glass panels; however, both design variations contained a set of narrowlyspaced “channels” on the same side of the façade as the entrance doors to carry the trademark k-o-h-l-

“Mother of senator, store co-founder dies,” Milwaukee Journal Times, December 31, 2000.
“Supermartifacts – The Artifacts of Kohl’s Food Stores,” Andrew Turnbull Network, andrewturnbull.net/kohls1.html
(accessed April 1, 2021).
21
Architecture History Inventory #77461 (Kohl’s, 8616 W. North Avenue, Wauwatosa), Wisconsin Historic Preservation
Database, Wisconsin Historical Society (accessed April 1, 2021).
19
20
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’s lettering. 22 The remainder of the 1950s and 1960s saw dozens of arched-roof Kohl’s grocery stores
constructed throughout Wisconsin and parts of northern Illinois.
The chain first entered the Madison area in 1966 with the construction of two new stores on University
Avenue and Winnebago Street (both no longer extant) with the Capital Times noting that the addition
of these stores to the company’s holdings gave “the firm the ranking of the state’s largest independent
food chain.” 23 The later 1960s and early 1970s also saw the construction of at least four additional
Kohl’s Food Stores in the immediate Madison area. These included the subject building at 4207
Monona Drive, a store on Park Street on the city’s south side (extant, but moderately altered), a store
on East Washington Avenue on the city’s east side (no longer extant), and a store on Sherman Avenue
on the city’s north side (extant, but altered beyond recognition). 24
During this period of rapid growth, the Kohl’s company began looking to expand its sales beyond
groceries. To this end, the company (which now included Max Kohl’s sons Sidney, Herbert, and Allen
in leadership roles) opened its first department store in Brookfield, Wisconsin in conjunction with a
Kohl’s supermarket in 1962. 25 The success of the Kohl’s department store led the company to
construct additional department stores, independent of their signature grocery stores. In 1967, the
Kohl’s company experimented with another emerging shopping trend when it partnered with local
developers to open two shopping malls in the Milwaukee area, although the company’s interest in such
retail centers never developed beyond these locations. By 1972, the Kohl family’s holdings included
fifty-six supermarkets and six department stores, and the company had grown to become the largest
grocery store chain in Milwaukee and one of the largest in southern Wisconsin with stores in Beloit,
Racine, Kenosha, Madison, Oshkosh, and West Bend. 26 That year, the sales volume of the Kohl’s
grocery stores was the largest of any supermarket chain then operating in the state. 27

“Supermartifacts – The Artifacts of Kohl’s Food Stores,” Andrew Turnbull Network, andrewturnbull.net/kohls1.html
(accessed April 1, 2021).
23
Havens Wilbur, “The World of Business,” Capital Times, December 2, 1966.
24
Two additional Madison-area Kohl’s supermarkets would open in later years: one on Junction Road on the city’s wet side
and one on Monona Drive about two miles south of the subject building; however, these buildings were constructed
following A&P’s 1983 acquisition of the company and although they operated under the familiar “Kohl’s Food Store”
name, the buildings did not exhibit the signature Kohl’s barrel-vaulted roof design.
25
“Kohl’s Corporation,” Encyclopedia of Milwaukee, https://emke.uwm.edu/entry/kohls-corporation/ (accessed April 1,
2021).
26
Gordon L. Randolph, “Kohl Family Is Always Looking Ahead,” Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, August 1, 1972.
“Kohl’s Corporation,” Encyclopedia of Milwaukee, https://emke.uwm.edu/entry/kohls-corporation/ (accessed April 1,
2021).
27
Gordon L. Randolph, “Kohl Family Is Always Looking Ahead,” Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, August 1, 1972.
22
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The same year (1972) also saw the end of the Kohl family’s ownership of the company that Max Kohl
had begun 45 years earlier when the family sold a controlling interest in their stores to a subsidiary of
the British American Tobacco Company (BATC). In 1983, BATC sold its Kohl’s Food Stores to
industry giant A&P. Three years later, BATC sold its Kohl’s department stores to a group of
management executives and investors who expanded the department store chain to the nationwide
prominence it enjoys today. 28 Although A&P had begun closing Kohl’s Food Stores in some areas
shortly after its acquisition, it constructed a small number of new Kohl’s Food Stores (these were
indistinctive flat-roofed buildings that lacked the architectural distinction of the earlier buildings), and
several of the original Kohl’s Food Stores continued to operate as such under A&P’s ownership
through the turn of the twenty-first century. However, in 2003, due to corporate financial difficulties,
A&P closed all of its remaining Kohl’s Food Stores in Wisconsin, including eight in Dane County.
The Wisconsin-based Copps Corporation (which operated a chain of grocery stores throughout the
state) purchased seven of the eight Dane County Kohl’s supermarkets with six of these re-opening as
Copps Food Centers following substantial remodeling. 29
Property History
In April 1966, the Monona village council changed the zoning at the northwest intersection of Monona
Drive and Parkway Drive from residential to commercial. 30 Shortly afterward, the Kohl’s Corporation
began acquiring land at this location and, in 1967, announced its plans to construct a new Kohl’s Food
Store on the site. At that time, the lot contained a few tourist cabins, a trailer park, and about twenty
mature trees, all of which were removed to clear the lot for construction. The planned grocery store
and its proposed 100-car parking lot met with “much opposition” from area residents. 31 Many were
unaware that the area had been rezoned and the presence of several other grocery stores within a mile
of the proposed building site made residents question the need for another large grocery store.
Monona residents were further vexed in May of 1967 when the Kohl’s Corporation asked the Village
for an exception to its requirement that new construction be set back 40 feet from Monona Drive and
20 feet from Parkway Drive, citing that building closer to the street would be “a means of helping the
market’s merchandising.” 32 A number of residents objected to the request, stating simply, “[W]e do
not want a Kohl’s store.” 33 In the end, the Village refused to allow the exception, and groundbreaking
for the new building – with the 40- and 20-foot setbacks – began in August of 1967, making the

“Kohl’s Corporation,” Encyclopedia of Milwaukee, https://emke.uwm.edu/entry/kohls-corporation/ (accessed April 1,
2021).
29
Judy Newman, “6 Kohl’s Food Stores to become Copps, 2 to close,” Wisconsin State Journal, February 26, 2003.
30
“Kohl Extension is Refused,” Capital Times, May 26, 1967.
31
Haines, Monona in the Making, 77.
32
“Kohl Extension is Refused,” Capital Times, May 26, 1967.
33
“Kohl Extension is Refused,” Capital Times, May 26, 1967.
28

Form 10-900-a
Wisconsin Word Processing Format (Approved 1/92)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet
Section 8

Page 9

Kohl’s Food Store
Monona, Dane County, WI

Monona Drive location the third Kohl’s Food Store to be constructed in the immediate Madison area
and the forty-third in Wisconsin. 34
As construction was nearing completion throughout January and February of 1968 (utilizing laminated
radial arches, almost certainly fabricated by the Unit Structures plant in Peshtigo, Wisconsin who had
manufactured identical arches for at least one other Kohl’s building that year), Kohl’s advertised in
local newspapers for staff for its new Monona Drive location and attracted customer interest with
advertisements boasting the new store’s 56-foot long freezer case. 35 Finally, the Madison area’s
newest Kohl’s Food Store held its grand opening the weekend of March 20, 1968 with advertisements
promoting its “outstanding merchandise quite beyond compare in an almost infinite variety.” 36 The
new supermarket featured eight aisles of dry goods shelving and refrigerator and freezer cases,
additional open refrigerator cases for produce and meat, separate bakery and delicatessen counters, a
self-service dairy refrigerator, and six check-out stands with ample natural light provided by the
eastern window wall and additional illumination provided by overhead lighting. Outside, an adjacent
parking lot provided parking for 100 cars. The property functioned as a Kohl’s Food Store with no
substantial changes to its interior or exterior design until A&P’s construction of a new flat-roofed
Kohl’s Food store about a mile south on Monona Drive (no longer extant) forced it to close in 1985.
In June of 1992, the building was purchased by Rubin’s Furniture, following which time it operated as
an upscale retail furniture store. During this period, store fixtures were removed (check-out stands,
counters, shelving, refrigerator cases, etc.), interior wall treatments were updated (including the
removal of ceramic tile along the walls behind the former bakery and deli counters and the removal of
faux board and batten paneling along the upper portions of the walls), public restrooms were added,
and office space was carved out of portions of the former utility area in the rear of the building and at
the mezzanine level. In 2014, the property was purchased by its current owner, Habitat for Humanity
of Dane County, Inc. 37 Under Habitat for Humanity of Dane County’s ownership, a paved parking
strip that ran in front of the building between the front sidewalk and Monona Drive was removed and
replaced with the existing grass lawn. In addition, the original glass swinging doors in the exterior and
interior walls of the vestibule were replaced with the existing automatic glass sliding doors, office
spaces were refinished, the existing staff room/kitchen was created out of the former butcher’s
“Kohl’s to Build Third Store,” Capital Times, August 7, 1967.
“Store Manager,” Capital Times, March 28, 1968.
35
Although most pre-1971 Unit Structures records have been lost, Sentinel Structures president Andreas Rhude located a
surviving Unit Structures order for the fabrication of radial arches for the other Madison-area Kohl’s Food Store that was
constructed in 1968. As both buildings were constructed the same year, it is more than likely that the laminated arches for
both buildings were fabricated by the same company. Andreas Rhude, email communication with Gail Klein (UWMCRM), April 7, 2021.
36
“Grand Opening Sale,” Capital Times, March 20, 1968.
37
Barry Adams, “Habitat’s ReStore East moving to new location,” Wisconsin State Journal, September 18, 2014.
34
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workroom, and carpeting throughout the sales floor (installed while the building served as Rubin’s
Furniture) was removed and the concrete floors were refinished. 38 As of March 2021, the building
continues to serve as one of the two Madison-area Habitat for Humanity ReStore locations.
Development of the Glue-Laminated Arch
Glue laminated timber was first patented in Switzerland in 1901 by German carpenter and inventor
Otto Karl Freidrich Hetzer who had created a straight structural beam composed of several adhesivebound wood laminations without the use of nails or bolts. Five years later, Hetzer refined the
technology to create a curved, glue-laminated timber structure for which he received a patent in his
native Germany. 39 Following Hetzer’s innovations, the use of glue-laminated arches and beams (or
the Hetzer System as it was known in Europe) began to spread through the continent with the
technology’s popularity growing after buildings displaying glue-laminated timbers won high honors at
the 1910 Brussels World Exposition and at the 1913 International Building Materials Exposition in
Leipzig. 40
In 1923, seeing the potential to further expand the use of this technology (and in cooperation with the
Hetzer firm), German architect Max Hanisch emigrated to the United States to promote glue-laminated
construction in America. Initially meeting with no success, Hanisch worked for a number of
engineering firms on traditional construction projects, eventually settling in Wisconsin. In 1934,
Hanisch secured a contract to construct a school and community gymnasium in the small city of
Peshtigo in northern Wisconsin. Hanisch’s design for the gymnasium incorporated a series of gluelaminated arches. As laminated arches had not yet been manufactured in the United States, Hanisch
approached the Peshtigo-based Thompson Brothers Boat Manufacturing Company to fabricate the
structures. Hanisch, his two sons, and brothers Peter and Christ Thompson formed Unit Structures,
Inc. which was incorporated in Peshtigo in 1934, thus becoming the country’s first manufacturer of
glue-laminated timber structures. The same year, Unit Structures manufactured four spans of threehinged arches for the Peshtigo gymnasium with a span of 64 feet and a center height of 24 feet. The
Wisconsin Industrial Commission initially rejected the gymnasium’s design due to its lack of
familiarity with glue-laminated construction. The Commission reached out to the Forest Products
Laboratory (FPL) in Madison for assistance on the subject. With FPL’s input, a compromise was
reached in which the Commission allowed the glue-laminated construction with the additional
reinforcement of metal bolts and strapping (which were later shown to be entirely unnecessary). 41
Barry Adams, “ReStore opens in repurposed Rubin’s,” Wisconsin State Journal, November 23, 2014.
Andreas Jordahl Rhude. “Structural glued laminated timber: History of its origins and early development,” Forest
Products Journal (Madison, WI), Vol. 46, Iss. 1 (January 1996).
40
Andreas Jordahl Rhude. “Structural glued laminated timber: History of its origins and early development,” Forest
Products Journal (Madison, WI), Vol. 46, Iss. 1 (January 1996).
41
Eben Lehmen, “October 15, 1934: Glued Laminated Timber Comes to America,” Forest History Society (October 2018),
38
39
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The Forest Products Laboratory was duly impressed by Unit Structures’ glue-laminated arches and
utilized the company’s arches in the construction of a new storage building on its Madison campus in
the winter of 1934-1935. This building became the second in the country to utilize glue-laminated
timber as its primary structural system. Over the following years, the Forest Products Laboratory
continued to test the building for structural integrity. Testing showed not only the immense strength of
the glue-laminated arches, but also indicated that the structures were more fire resistant than
comparable steel arches. In addition, steel arches were typically more expensive when compared with
glue-laminated arches. 42 The Forest Products Laboratory’s endorsement of the technology led the
construction industry to accept glue-laminated structural supports in building projects throughout the
country.
The late 1930s saw numerous glue-laminated arch buildings constructed in Wisconsin, many of which
(primarily school gymnasiums and community halls) were built using Works Progress Administration
(WPA) funding in which cost was an important consideration. Having secured a U.S. patent for its
glue-laminated arch in 1936 (which an FPL investigator noted as being more advanced than the system
previously patented in Germany), Unit Structures, Inc. manufactured the arches for these and a number
of other building projects throughout the state. By the late 1930s the company had also begun
fabricating arches for projects across the country. 43 The popularity of its products led Unit Structures
to open additional production facilities in Arkansas and North Carolina. 44 As other companies across
the United States secured permission to manufacture Unit Structures’ patented arches, the use of gluelaminated structural systems rapidly expanded. When the United States entered World War II, the
federal government commissioned the use of glue-laminated arches in numerous army, navy, air corps,
and signal corps buildings. In addition, wartime restrictions on the use of steel as a building material
made glue-laminated arches especially appealing for a wide range of non-military projects. 45
In 1952, a trade association known as the American Institute of Timber Construction (AITC) was
established to promote the technology as well as the companies that manufactured glue-laminated
beams and arches. Not surprisingly, Max Hanisch, Jr. served on the AITC’s first board of directors.
In the 1950s, the AITC developed industry standards which increased the use of glue-laminated
https://foresthistory.org/october-15-1934-glued-laminated-timber-comes-to-america/.
42
Eben Lehmen, “October 15, 1934: Glued Laminated Timber Comes to America,” Forest History Society (October 2018),
https://foresthistory.org/october-15-1934-glued-laminated-timber-comes-to-america/.
43
Andreas Jordahl Rhude. “Structural glued laminated timber: History of its origins and early development,” Forest
Products Journal (Madison, WI), Vol. 46, Iss. 1 (January 1996).
44
Eben Lehmen, “October 15, 1934: Glued Laminated Timber Comes to America,” Forest History Society (October 2018),
https://foresthistory.org/october-15-1934-glued-laminated-timber-comes-to-america/.
45
Andreas Jordahl Rhude. “Structural glued laminated timber: History of its origins and early development,” Forest
Products Journal (Madison, WI), Vol. 46, Iss. 1 (January 1996).
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construction in the building boom that followed World War II. 46 By this time, the three-hinged arches
(typically exhibiting a Tudor arch profile) that had been utilized in the construction of the Peshtigo
gymnasium and the Forest Products Laboratory building were being manufactured alongside radial,
Gothic, A-frame, and parabolic arches. The aesthetic appeal of the exposed arches with their natural
wood tones and their graceful, organic shapes were especially welcomed by architects in the post-war
era who often favored them for use in Contemporary designs. From the late 1940s through the early
1970s, the use of glue-laminated arches was especially popular in the construction of churches and
gymnasiums, although the structures’ cost effectiveness and fire resistance also made them a popular
choice for warehouses, aircraft hangars, and other buildings that required large, open spaces with no
intervening columns or other supports. 47 The structures were also favored throughout the 1950s and
1960s by Wisconsin’s leading independent supermarket chain, Kohl’s Food Stores, in the creation of
the company’s signature store design which featured an instantly recognizable barrel-vaulted roof.
By the end of the twentieth century, there were thirty manufacturers of glue-laminated arches and
beams operating in the United States and the structures’ use had expanded to include pedestrian and
vehicular bridges, highway sound barriers, utility towers, and boat and ship frames. 48 The country’s
first laminated timber plant in Peshtigo, Wisconsin (operating as Sentinel Structures, Inc. since 1972)
continues to produce structural glue-laminated timber arches, beams, and building components today.
Contemporary Commercial Architecture
The building boom that followed World War II resulted not only in the construction of hundreds of
thousands of new homes, but also in the construction of a multitude of new commercial buildings in
cities across the country. Many of these were relatively new building types, such as drive-up fast-food
restaurants, motels, drive-through banks, supermarkets, and shopping centers. In many cities, these
buildings “were the first architectural expression of modernism to reach the community.” 49 Such
buildings often utilized cutting-edge materials and construction methods in their efforts to showcase a
distinctly modern image. While banks and other service-oriented businesses used progressive designs
to exemplify their modern efficiency and attract progressive-minded customers, retail stores utilized
new storefront design elements to reflect the up-to-date products and sales practices to be found
inside. 50
Eben Lehmen, “October 15, 1934: Glued Laminated Timber Comes to America,” Forest History Society (October 2018),
https://foresthistory.org/october-15-1934-glued-laminated-timber-comes-to-america/.
47
Jeff Linville, “Structural Glued Laminated Timber Arches,” Structure Magazine, February 2007.
48
Andreas Jordahl Rhude. “Structural glued laminated timber: History of its origins and early development,” Forest
Products Journal (Madison, WI), Vol. 46, Iss. 1 (January 1996).
49
Carol Dyson, “Mid-Century Commercial Modernism: Design and Materials,” National Center for Preservation
Technology and Training, https://www.ncptt.nps.gov/blog/mid-century-commercial- modernism-design-and-materials/
(accessed March 31, 2021).
50
Carol Dyson, “Mid-Century Commercial Modernism: Design and Materials,” National Center for Preservation
46
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One of the key components of new post-war commercial design was the open storefront in which
traditional display windows were replaced with floor-to-ceiling plate glass windows that enticed
passersby with a sweeping view of the whole sales floor. Open storefronts turned the entire façade of
the building into a “picture-frame stage set for the products or services viewed inside.” 51 Brightly lit
interiors (utilizing fluorescent lighting) further brought the staging effect of the open storefront to life.
In addition to the full-height window walls that epitomized the open storefront concept, other design
trends of post-war commercial architecture included the use of asymmetrical facades, angled storefront
elements, and progressive new structural forms such as folded plate roofs, dramatic pylons, soaring
roof lines, and sculptural massing. 52
Many of these elements were incorporated into standardized designs (along with standardized color
palettes) adopted by chain stores, gas stations, restaurants, and supermarkets during the late 1950s and
early 1960s in efforts to render each one of a company’s outlets instantly recognizable to customers.
Although this trend may have been most visible within the fast-food restaurant industry, chain
supermarkets also began experimenting with eye-catching trademark building designs. Replacing the
Streamline Moderne supermarket (the style of choice for many newly built supermarkets of the 1930s
and 1940s) were Contemporary designs that utilized dramatic architectural elements designed to
visually distinguish one supermarket chain from the next. As landscape historian Chester H. Liebs
writes,
“many operators began to inject visual adrenaline into the outward appearance of their structures.
Utilitarian exteriors gave way to dramatic roof shapes and gull-wing canopies, while gigantic
pole-mounted signs shadowed over parking lots. Austere functionalism was out – Exaggerated
Modern came into vogue.” 53
The new appearance of American supermarkets was exemplified by the Penn Fruit Company’s design
for its new stores throughout the Baltimore and Philadelphia areas. Designed by the renowned
architectural firm Victor Gruen & Associates, the design for Penn Fruit utilized a series of gluelaminated arches to create a barrel vaulted roof that “transformed the supermarket into a great concave
Technology and Training, https://www.ncptt.nps.gov/blog/mid-century-commercial- modernism-design-and-materials/
(accessed March 31, 2021).
51
Carol Dyson, “Mid-Century Commercial Modernism: Design and Materials,” National Center for Preservation
Technology and Training, https://www.ncptt.nps.gov/blog/mid-century-commercial- modernism-design-and-materials/
(accessed March 31, 2021).
52
Carol Dyson, “Mid-Century Commercial Modernism: Design and Materials,” National Center for Preservation
Technology and Training, https://www.ncptt.nps.gov/blog/mid-century-commercial- modernism-design-and-materials/
(accessed March 31, 2021).
53
Liebs, Main Street to Miracle Mile, 132.
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form” with the company’s signage integrated into a glass-infilled arched façade so that “building and
sign coalesced into a distinctive trademark that could be reproduced in future units.” 54 Indeed, the
design was not only reproduced for use in future Penn Fruit stores, but was so admired by Kohl’s Food
Store founder Max Kohl that an almost identical design was utilized by the Wisconsin supermarket
chain in the 1960s.
By the early 1970s, the heightened public interest in protecting the environment extended to efforts to
restrain what had come to be seen as the “visual pollution” that flamboyant commercial outlets
brought to the built environment. Supermarket trade journals began to promote the use of stone,
wood, cedar shakes, and other naturalistic materials that would help supermarkets blend in with their
surrounding landscape and neighboring buildings. 55 The same principal continued to guide the design
of supermarkets through much of the remainder of the twentieth century.
Rasche, Schroeder, Spransy & Associates
The architectural firm of Rasche, Schroeder, Spransy & Associates was formed in the late 1950s by
partners Robert Rasche, Howard Schroeder, and John Spransy. The firm designed a number of
commercial buildings throughout Wisconsin, at least one of which was contracted by a major national
retail corporation (J.C. Penney). The firm was also known for its high-rise designs of two prominent
buildings in Milwaukee: the 25-floor Bay View Terrace apartment building (1964) and the 21-floor
tower addition to the Hotel Pfister (1965). Rasche, Schroeder, Spransy & Associates also gained a fair
amount of publicity in 1963 when it partnered with Milwaukee Civic Development, Inc. to propose an
875-foot lookout tower to boost Milwaukee’s tourism industry. Although the modernistic concrete
and steel tower was designed – and redesigned at least three times between 1963 and 1965 – and was
heavily promoted in Milwaukee newspapers and informational brochures, the project fell through and
the firm’s grand tower design was never executed. 56
Throughout the 1960s, Rasche, Schroeder, Spransy & Associates were contracted by the Kohl’s
Corporation to draw up plans for several of its new suburban Kohl’s Food Stores, including the subject
building in Monona. 57 By 1971, the firm had reorganized under the name Rasche, Schroeder, Holt &
Associates. The reorganized firm received at least one additional commission from the Kohl’s
corporation, although this project consisted of a comparatively modest design for an addition to the

Liebs, Main Street to Miracle Mile, 132.
Liebs, Main Street to Miracle Mile, 134.
56
“Milwaukee may build 875-foot downtown tower,” Kenosha News, December 16, 1963.
Wisconsin Architectural Archive, Milwaukee Public Library,
https://www.mpl.org/archives/wisconsin_architectural_archives.php (accessed April 2, 2021).
57
“Milwaukee Architect Rasche Dies,” Capital Times, June 16, 1979.
54
55
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company’s Wauwatosa warehouse facility. 58 The firm was finally disbanded in 1979 following the
death of one of its founding partners, Robert Rasche.
Comparative Analysis
A 2019 intensive survey of historic architecture in the City of Monona identified approximately 193
Contemporary buildings within the city limits. Of these, 121 are single family houses or duplexes.
The remaining 72 Contemporary buildings include stores, financial institutions, apartment buildings,
small office buildings, gas stations, churches, and municipal buildings. No other Contemporary
supermarkets have been recorded in the City of Monona. The intensive survey findings indicated that
6 of the 72 documented non-residential Contemporary buildings are potentially eligible for National
Register listing; these include the subject Kohl’s Food Store, a Ranch-style gas station, a public
school, and 3 ecclesiastical buildings (a church, school, and rectory). In comparison with the Kohl’s
Food Store, none of the other buildings exhibit the “Exaggerated Modern” aesthetic of the Kohl’s
building and are, instead, more restrained examples of mid-century design.
While no formal survey of buildings that incorporate glue-laminated arches has been undertaken in the
City of Monona, at least one other building utilizing glue-laminated arches is known to exist in
Monona. This is the Monona Community Center, constructed in 1962, which is noted by the local
historical society as having “huge walnut-colored laminated arches” supporting the vaulted ceiling
over the center’s main social room. 59 In contrast with the radial arches of the Kohl’s Food Store
building, the Community Center arches are three-hinged arches (the most commonly used type of
laminated arch) and are not visible from the building’s exterior. In general, the Monona Community
Center is a relatively modest representative of Contemporary mid-century design and was
recommended as not eligible for National Register listing in the 2019 intensive survey.
In addition to the subject property, only two other extant Kohl’s Food Store buildings are recorded in
the Wisconsin Historic Preservation Database (a publicly accessible database maintained by the
Wisconsin Historical Society). These include the 1950 prototype arched-roof building at 8616 W.
North Avenue in Wauwatosa (Milwaukee County) and a 1964 building at 1715 S. 76th Street in West
Allis (Milwaukee County). Both buildings are in good condition and retain moderate-to-high degrees
of integrity. Constructed in 1950, the Wauwatosa building is notable as the first Kohl’s Food Store to
embody what would become the company’s standard barrel-vaulted roof design; however, as such, the
building includes elements not employed in any later buildings (these include a towering pylon that
served as a signboard and the lack of either plate glass or porcelain enameled panels under the front
arch, although the current infill of the arch may be a later remodeling). In addition, the building does
Wisconsin Architectural Archive, Milwaukee Public Library,
https://www.mpl.org/archives/wisconsin_architectural_archives.php (accessed April 2, 2021).
59
Haines, Monona in the Making, p.65.
58
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not feature the fully extended, ground-anchored fascia arch that was often employed in later Kohl’s
buildings. In comparison with the Monona Kohl’s Food Store, the Wauwatosa building employs a
noticeably earlier version of what would become the company’s signature design while the Monona
building is representative of the company’s fully evolved supermarket design. The Wauwatosa Kohl’s
building is notable as it has remained in use as a supermarket since its construction (the building
currently serves as Sendik’s Food Market).
Constructed in 1964, the West Allis Kohl’s building was constructed during the company’s 1960s
boom and is a more typical example of the standardized building plan employed throughout the
decade. In comparison with the Monona building, the West Allis store lacks the exposed fascia arch
that extends beyond the roofline to concrete ground anchors. Instead, the front arch of the West Allis
building terminates at the top edges of both brick side walls. Like the Monona building, the space
inside the arch is filled with metal-framed glass panels with narrow channels indicating the original
location of the k-o-h-l-‘s lettering. In recent years, a new entry bay has been constructed along a side
elevation as part of the building’s conversion to a video rental store. The alteration of the West Allis
building has rendered the Monona Kohl’s Food Store the better preserved of the two; in addition, the
exposed, ground-anchored fascia arch of the Monona building renders it of particular architectural
distinction.
Although an additional Kohl’s Food Store is documented in the Wisconsin Historic Preservation
Database, this building (3915 Durand Avenue in Racine, Racine County) is no longer extant. Of
comparable design to that of the Monona building, the Durand Avenue Kohl’s building was
determined eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places in 2012, but was razed three
years later.
In addition to the above buildings, a number of other original Kohl’s Food Store buildings are known
to exist in Wisconsin, but have not been formally documented. Because of the visual distinction of
these buildings within their surrounding built environments, former Kohl’s supermarkets have
attracted the attention and appreciation of many mid-century architecture enthusiasts who have created
online photographic records of remaining buildings throughout the state. 60 A review of this
documentation suggests that the vast majority of the buildings identified as former Kohl’s
supermarkets have been demolished in recent years or have been heavily altered. The most common
alteration among remaining buildings consists of the infill of the original glass and/or enameled panel
walls below the front arch and the construction of additions along one or both side elevations. The
loss of these buildings’ original character-defining storefronts and original massing constitutes a
considerable loss of integrity. Despite such alterations, one additional Kohl’s building is worth noting
“Supermartifacts – The Artifacts of Kohl’s Food Stores,” Andrew Turnbull Network, andrewturnbull.net/kohls1.html
(accessed April 1, 2021).
60
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due to its proximity to the subject building as well as its continued use as a supermarket. Constructed
in 1968 (only a few months after the construction of the Monona building), the former Kohl’s Food
Store at 1312 S. Park Street in Madison (Dane County) displays the company’s distinctive barrelvaulted roof, but its front wall has been largely infilled with a new horizontal band of concrete with a
series of opaque panels above (however, the placement of remaining pedestrian-level windows
indicates the characteristic channels that carried the “Kohl’s” name). In addition, expansion in the
1980s resulted in the construction of additions along both side elevations so that the building’s original
plan is largely obscured. Although this building is notable for its continued service as a supermarket
(it currently serves as a Pick n’ Save market), it does not compare favorably with the better-preserved
Kohl’s Food Store on Monona Drive.
Because no other former Kohl’s supermarkets with comparable degrees of integrity and comparably
intact presentations of the company’s standardized 1960s plan with the fully-extended fascia arch have
been identified in the state, the Kohl’s Food Store at 4207 Monona Drive is certainly one of the finest
remaining Kohl’s supermarket buildings in Wisconsin.
Conclusion
Constructed in 1968 following a design by Rasche, Schroeder, Spransy & Associates, the Monona
Kohl’s Food Store building is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places under
Criterion C in the areas of Engineering and Architecture both for its distinctive and highly visible use
of glue-laminated arches as well as for its unique Contemporary commercial design that utilizes the
barrel-vaulted roof, fascia arch extending to ground level, front window wall, glass-walled entry
vestibule, and asymmetrical façade that were key elements of the Kohl’s corporation’s standardized
design for its 1960s supermarkets. The building stands as one of Monona’s finest examples of gluelaminated arch construction as well one of the state’s most intact and most representative Kohl’s Food
Store buildings.
Archaeological Potential
The potential for historic period archaeological deposits associated with Kohl’s Food Store or with
previous historic development on the site exists but has not been evaluated. In addition, there are two
precontact archaeological sites coincident with the subject property: DA-0023 (Winnequah Road
mound group) and DA-0561 (Monona Drive site). Both are mound sites and although there is a high
potential for precontact cultural material at these locations, formal evaluations have not been
completed. 61

Archaeological Sites Inventory, Wisconsin Historic Preservation Database, Wisconsin Historical Society. Accessed April
6, 2021.
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Preservation Activity
The property’s current owner, Habitat for Humanity of Dane County, Inc., supports the nomination of
the Kohl’s Food Store building to the National Register of Historic Places and currently has no plans
to significantly alter any of the building’s character-defining features that render it eligible for listing
in the National Register. As an organization that promotes the reuse of buildings and building
materials, Habitat for Humanity is an especially apt steward of this historic building.
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Verbal Boundary Description:
The historic boundary of Kohl’s Food Store is an irregular polygon that encompasses the historic
building (the property’s only contributing resource) as well as the adjacent associated parking lot.
Beginning at the northeast corner of the property, the boundary runs south for approximately 214 feet
along the eastern property line. From there, the boundary follows the curvature of the property line at
its southeastern corner for approximately 18 feet to continue running west for approximately 179 feet
to the western edge of the paved driveway off of Parkway Drive. At that point the boundary runs
north for approximately 100 feet to the fence line at the southern edge of the parking lot. From there,
the boundary runs west for approximately 100 feet along the fence line then turns north to run for
approximately 141 feet along the western edge of the paved parking lot. At that point, the boundary
runs east for approximately 294 feet to the point of beginning. All boundary lines coincide with the
existing legal tax parcel.
Boundary Justification:
The historic boundary of Kohl’s Food Store has been delineated to include the property’s single
contributing resource and coincides with the property’s existing legal tax parcel.
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Name of Property:
City or Vicinity:
County:
State:
Name of Photographer:
Date of Photographs:
Location of Original Digital Files:

Kohl’s Food Store
Monona, Dane County, WI

Kohl’s Food Store
City of Monona
Dane County
WI
Gail Klein
March 15, 2021
Wisconsin Historical Society

Photo 1 of 12
East and north elevations, looking southwest
Photo 2 of 12
East elevation, looking southwest
Photo 3 of 12
Detail of front entry, looking southwest
Photo 4 of 12
East and south elevations, looking northwest
Photo 5 of 12
South elevation, looking northeast
Photo 6 of 12
North and west elevations and adjacent parking lot, looking southeast
Photo 7 of 12
Interior, sales floor, looking southeast
Photo 8 of 12
Interior, sales floor, looking east
Photo 9 of 12
Interior, sales floor, looking northeast
Photo 10 of 12
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Interior, sales floor, looking southwest
Photo 11 of 12
Interior, utility area, looking north
Photo 12 of 12
East elevation and parking lot, looking west across Monona Drive

Kohl’s Food Store
Monona, Dane County, WI
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Figure Index
Figure 1: Advertisement appearing in the Capital Times, March 20, 1968.
Figure 2: Sketch map of Kohl’s Food Store, April 2021.
Figure 3: Floor plan of Kohl’s Food Store, April 2021.
Figure 4: USGS map with UTM coordinates showing location of nominated property.

Figure 1: Advertisement appearing in the Capital Times, March 20, 1968.
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Figure 2: Sketch map of Kohl’s Food Store, April 2021.
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Figure 3: Floor plan of Kohl’s Food Store, April 2021.

Form 10-900-a
Wisconsin Word Processing Format (Approved 1/92)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet
Section figures

Page 4

Figure 4: USGS map with UTM coordinates showing location of nominated property.

