AGENDA – REVISED DECEMBER 4, 2019
City of Monona Plan Commission
Monona Community Center, Main Hall
1011 Nichols Road, Monona, WI
Monday December 9, 2019
7:00 p.m.
1. Call to Order
2. Roll Call
3. Approval of Minutes of September 9, 2019
4. Appearances
5. Unfinished Business
A. None
6. New Business
A. Public Hearing on Sign Permit Request by City of Monona for one new Monument
Sign at 6320 Inland Way. (Case No. S-041-2019)
B. Consideration of Action on Sign Permit Request by City of Monona for one new
Monument Sign at 6320 Inland Way. (Case No. S-041-2019)
C. Public Hearing on Sign Permit Request by Pellitteri Waste Systems for one new Wall
Sign at 7035 Raywood Rd. (Case No. S-042-2019)
D. Consideration of Action on Sign Permit Request by Pelliteri Waste Systems for one
new Wall Sign at 7035 Raywood Rd. (Case No. S-042-2019)
E. Discussion of potential additions to the City Ordinance regarding exterior lighting.
7. Reports of Staff and Commission Members
A. Staff Report Regarding Status of Development Project Proposals.
1. Potential Upcoming Items
2. Upcoming Meetings: December 23, 2019 (Cancelled), January 13, 2020
B. Plan Commission Requests for Information Concerning Development Projects.
8. Adjournment
NOTE: Upon reasonable notice, the City of Monona will accommodate the needs of disabled individuals through
auxiliary aids or services. For additional information or to request this service, contact Joan Andrusz at (608)2222525, FAX: (608)222-9225, or through the City Police Department TDD telephone number 441-0399. The public is
notified that any final action taken at a previous meeting may be reconsidered pursuant to the City of Monona
ordinances. A suspension of the rules may allow for final action to be taken on an item of New Business.
It is possible that members of a possible quorum of members of other governmental bodies of the municipality may
be in attendance at the above state meeting to gather information or speak about a subject, over which they have
decision-making responsibility. Any governmental body at the above state meeting will take no action other than the
governmental body specifically referred to above in this notice.
Agenda posted 12/3/19 on the City Hall, Library, and Community Center bulletin boards and on the City of Monona’s
website, www.mymonona.com.
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Minutes
City of Monona
Plan Commission
Monday September 9, 2019
The meeting of the City of Monona Plan Commission was called to order (7:00 pm).
Present:

Alder Nancy Moore (Chair), Alder Kathy Thomas, Mr. Chris Homburg, Ms. Coreen
Fallat, Mr. Josh Peterson, Mr. Robert Stein and Mr. Brian Holmquist

Excused:

Ms. Susan Fox

Also Present: Doug Plowman, City Planner
Approval of Minutes
A motion by Ms. Thomas, seconded by Mr. Peterson, to approve the minutes of August 12,
2019 carried with no corrections.
Appearances
There were no appearances.
Unfinished Business
There was no unfinished business.
New Business
A. Public Hearing on Sign Permit Request by H.A. Langer for one new On-Site Directional
Sign at 320 W Broadway. (Case No. S-032-2019)
Mr. Luke Severson of Sign Art Studio presented plans for the proposed sign at Yahara Terrace.
There is an issue with wayfinding on site for the retail clients, and it’s not obvious how to get to
the stores. Customers mistake the leasing office entrance for store frontage. Mr. Jeff Sawyer
representing the ownership of Yahara Terrace added that there were approximately a dozen
people per day mistakenly visiting the leasing office, and after implementing temporary sandwich
board signage the number decreased significantly. There were no other appearances and the
public hearing was declared closed.
B. Consideration of Action on Sign Permit Request by H.A. Langer for one new On-Site
Directional Sign at 320 W Broadway. (Case No. S-032-2019)
Planner Plowman shared the staff report, stating that as the sign wasn’t included in the original
Comprehensive Sign Plan it requires Plan Commission approval. Staff comment is that it meets
the intent of on-site directional signage, as defined by the Sign Code. It does exceed both the
size and height limitations, so would require exceptions.
Mr. Homburg stated that the sign is appropriate for the size and scope of the development. He
also clarified that the applicant is not planning to illuminate the sign, and to add a note that if they
choose to pursue in the future they would need to obtain the necessary permits. Ms. Fallat
added that she has experienced the wayfinding challenges and thinks it will address them. Mr.
Holmquist added that the sign also helps to screen the transformer box behind it. He said that
the size is appropriate because there are multiple movements shown on the sign, whereas the
original intent of the sign and size requirements were for just one.
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Alder Thomas asked if the sign is visible at night given that it is not going to be illuminated. Mr.
Stein added that there is a lighted bollard adjacent. Mr. Sawyer responded that the majority of
stores do not go into the evening hours so it should not be an issue.
A motion by Mr. Homburg, seconded by Alder Thomas, to approve the sign permit for one
new on-site directional sign, requested by H.A. Langer (c/o Sign Art Studio), to be located at
320 W Broadway, as proposed, and according to Article XII of the Zoning Code of the
Monona Municipal Code of Ordinances, with the following findings of fact:
Findings of Fact:
1. This additional on-site signage is permissible because this is a large commercial area
with multiple suites which has a demonstrated confusion as to the location and path to
get to them.
2. Although the sign is 5 feet tall, it screens the transformer that is behind which helps the
aesthetics of the site.
3. The applicant is not proposing the addition of logos to the sign.
4. The sign fits with the overall size and scale of the development.
The motion carried.
C. Public Hearing on Request by Galway Companies for one new On-Site Directional Sign at
800 W Broadway. (Case No. S-033-2019)
Mr. Luke Severson of Sign Art Studio outlined plans for a parking garage sign to identify the
tenant parking at the development. The hope is to help limit the number of tenants parking on
the surface lot which is largely intended for the retailers. There were no other appearances and
the public hearing was declared closed.
D. Consideration of Action on Request by Galway Companies for one new On-Site
Directional Sign at 800 W Broadway. (Case No. S-033-2019)
Planner Plowman reviewed the staff report; this is an on-site directional sign that exceeds size,
height and name/logo criteria. The lighting would be more intense than the category allows as
well. It is functional, and vehicle speeds will be potentially higher than the standards were written
for given that access will be from Inland Way. This isn’t a particularly common use in Monona,
and there could be grounds for an exception to be granted.
Mr. Homburg stated that he thought the sign was appropriate for the development, and it is
important to get people to recognize where the ramp is. The logo is common across the
development and increases recognition for tenants. Height and size allows the sign to be
recognizable. Ms. Fallat asked if everyone visiting the site will know that the Current is the
apartments, and not the development as a whole. It was asked if there could be further
clarification of this being only for tenants, and not for the whole development as well as if this
could be better communicated to tenants. Alder Thomas echoed these sentiments that there
could be better clarification. Mr. Peterson added the proximity to the City park may also be an
issue. Mr. Stein shared that anything to facilitate flow and function is a good thing, and it’s
recognized as appropriate. Mr. Homburg suggested adding more language to the sign as a
condition of approval that stipulates who the parking is intended for. There was Commission
discussion of whether there was a door on the garage, and how that could limit unpermitted use.
A motion by Mr. Homburg, seconded by Mr. Holmquist, carried to approve the sign permit for
one new on-site directional sign, requested by Lee and Associates (c/o Sign Art Studio), to
be located at 800 W Broadway, as proposed, and according to Article XII of the Zoning Code
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of the Monona Municipal Code of Ordinances, with the following findings of fact and
conditions of approval:
Findings of Fact:
1. The size of the sign’s logo is permissible given the extensive use of the branding
throughout the development. It will also help people to recognize a major entrance for
tenants.
2. Because of the function and location of the sign it has to be higher than 6 feet.
3. The size is appropriate to the scale of the building and the need to provide recognition of
the entrance from a distance.
Conditions of Approval:
1. If the sign is to be illuminated, an electrical permit shall be obtained from the City’s
Building Inspector.
2. If the glare from the lighting is deemed to be excessive by the Plan Commission, then the
Plan Commission may require adjustments to the lighting.
3. The applicant shall add “Residents Only” or similar to the sign.
An amendment was made to the Conditions of Approval to allow City Staff to use their
discretion to approve the final sign text administratively.
The motion and amendment carried.
Reports of Staff and Commission Members
A. Staff Report Regarding Status of Development Project Proposals
a. Upcoming Meetings – September 23, 2019 (Cancelled), October 14, 2019
(Tentative)
B. Planner Plowman shared that the sign code article was published in MESBA’s weekly
newsletter last week. This also links to a larger piece on the City’s website. Additionally, City
Staff have reached out to Breakwater regarding extending their opening hours to align with
others at the Riverfront development.
Mr. Homburg discussed the Monona Drive trees and the intensity of landscaping. He shared
that the landscaping could be improved with a greater focus on the tree replacement
program. Parking was also discussed by Mr. Homburg for the Yahara Terrace development,
the Riverfront and Lottes Park. The 501 W. Broadway site was discussed as a potential
opportunity for parking should the City consider acquiring, especially given the contamination
issues present on site.
Adjournment
A motion by Mr. Stein, seconded by Mr. Peterson, to adjourn carried. (7:29pm)
Respectfully submitted by:
Doug Plowman, City Planner
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PLAN COMMISSION STAFF REPORT
CITY OF MONONA
Project:
Project Address:
Applicant:

MEETING DATE: DECEMBER 9, 2019
AGENDA ITEMS 6.A. & 6.B.
CASE NO. S-041-2019

Public Hearing and Consideration of Action on Signage Request for Grand
Crossing Park – City of Monona
6320 Inland Way
Jacob Anderson – City of Monona

Proposal Summary:
City of Monona Parks and Recreation Director Jacob Anderson has submitted plans for a landscape
ground sign for the Grand Crossing Park located at 6320 Inland Way. The proposed ground sign
would be located at the entrance to the park from Inland Way, and be visible from both the street
and sidewalk. Refer to the attached renderings in the application materials along with additional
supporting materials. The following sign is proposed:
•

Landscape Ground Sign – “Grand Crossing Park – City of Monona” – 28 sq. ft. – facing
north west

Applicable Regulations, Policy, or Practice:
All signs shall be reviewed according to the standards in the Sign Code and according to the
following evaluation factors:
1) Conformance to the Zoning and Sign Code.
2) Minimization of conflict with vehicular or pedestrian circulation.
3) Compatibility with the building characteristics, adjacent uses and adjacent signs.
4) Compatibility with specific physical site conditions which warrant approval of the sign.
5) Materials and maintenance aspects.
6) Legibility and visual clarity.
The Riverfront development has a Comprehensive Sign Plan that was approved in November, 2018.
Signage for the park was not included at that time, and will be considered separately. According to
Chapter 480, Article XII, Attachment 5 Monument Signs may be a maximum of 5’ in height, may not
be larger than 60 square feet, and require Plan Commission approval. The sign measures 28 square
feet, and does not exceed 5’. The top of the posts extend above 5’, but this is influenced by the 1’ 6”
needed to be clear of the bench on the outside of the sidewalk that would otherwise block the lower
portion of the sign from across the street, and is also similar in design to other City signage. The
proposed sign location is 9’ back from the sidewalk, another 13’ from the bench, and an additional 9’
from the curb (for a total of 31’).
Sign Standards & Staff Comments:
• The proposed sign is sized appropriately and follows the aesthetic standards of other
park signs across Monona. The sign incorporates the full park name, as approved by the
City Council at their November 4th meeting. Further, it includes the Monona Bank
RiverRink sign, which was a condition of the rink sponsorship.
• The sign is within the size requirements of the Code, and accommodates the site
challenges while still providing adequate signage.
• Given the unique location of this park and the need to distinguish this as public space, it
is Staff’s opinion that the proposed sign is appropriate.
Recommendation:
Approval of a sign permit for one new landscape ground sign, requested by the City of Monona, to
be located at 6320 Inland Way, as proposed, and according to Chapter 480 Article XII of the Zoning

Code of the Monona Municipal Code of Ordinances is recommended with the following conditions of
approval:
1. As the sign is to be illuminated, an electrical permit shall be obtained from the City’s Building
Inspector
2. If the glare from the lighting is deemed to be excessive by the Plan Commission, then the
Plan Commission may require adjustments to the lighting.
.

CITY OF MONONA
SIGN PERMIT APPLICATION FORM
For all sign standards and requirements see Monona Municipal Code Chapter 480, Article XII and Attachment
5 – Sign Groups. Contact the City Planner with any questions at (608)222-2525 or
dplowman@ci.monona.wi.us

APPLICANT INFORMATION:
*Applicant Name:

Company:

Email:

Phone:

Mailing Address:
Sign Contractor:
Property Address:
Owner Name:

Owner Signature:

_________________________________

*A sign permit application may be granted to any tenant or lessee acting as agent of the owner with written consent of
the owner of the building, structure, and land on which the sign is to be erected. However, such applicant shall be held
responsible and liable to prove his/her right for such a permit if contested by any aggrieved party.
Type of Sign:
☐Landscape Ground

☐Pylon

☐Wall

☐Off Premises

☐Directional

☐Reader Board

☐Masonry

☐Plastic

☐Vinyl

☐Other ______________________________________
Sign Material:
☐Wood
☐Other

☐Acrylic

☐Aluminum

__________________________________

Type of Lighting:
☐Externally Illuminated

☐Internally Illuminated

☐Non-Illuminated

Sign Dimensions:
Height of Freestanding Sign (From Grade to Top):
Total Square Feet (One Side Face):
Applicant Signature: ___________________________________________

Date: _________________________
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SIGN PERMIT APPLICATION PROCEDURES
Applications must include:
☐ Completed sign permit application form
☐ A scale drawing of the proposed sign showing the message to be displayed, sign area, height, material
composition, colors, typestyle and size, all graphic elements to be used, and landscaping coordinated with site
landscaping for landscape ground signs
☐ A photograph showing the location of the proposed sign and its relationship to the building or surrounding area
☐ A dimensioned plot plan drawn to scale (1” = 20’) showing the location of the lot, building or structure on which
the proposed sign is to be attached or erected
☐ A description of all electrical equipment and attachments if the sign is to be lighted or illuminated (illumined
signs require an electrical permit from the building inspector)

Other requirements:
☐ Applicants requiring Plan Commission review shall submit 10 hard copy sets of the complete application.
☐ The applicant or sign contractor shall be present at the Plan Commission meeting or the sign application may
not be considered.
☐ Submit electronic (PDF) files of all applications via email to the City Planner.
☐ All freestanding signs 20 feet tall or grater shall submit construction plans stamped by a certified engineer to
the City Building Inspector for approval.
☐ Shopping centers / multi-tenant buildings with leased space shall develop a comprehensive signage plan.
☐ Temporary sign applications shall include a written statement of the dates on which the sign is to be displayed.
☐ The fee shall be one dollar ($1.00) per square foot for all signs with a minimum fee of $50.00 and is due before
issuance of any sign permit by the Zoning Administrator.
Below Space for Office Use
Date Approved:

Permit Number:

Approved By:

Fee:

Paid:

Attach conditions for approved permits.
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Inland Way Park
Monona Park System
Monona, WI
Main Identification Sign
1-Single Sided

GRAND CROSSING PARK

2 ft - 4 in

CITY OF MONONA
5 ft - 0 in

Monona Bank RiverRink
8 ft - 0 in

1 ft - 2 in

1 ft - 6 in

Scale: 3/4” = 1’

Final Contract Drawing Approval Sign Off

Date

ALL RIGHTS
RESERVED

11-18-19

This Drawing Is An Original Design And Is The
Property Of Openwood Studios Inc. This Design May Not
Be Copied Or Reproduced In Any Fashion Without The
Written Consent Of Openwood Studios Inc.
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Proposed Grand Crossing Park sign location
Sign location viewed from sidewalk (looking SE)

Sign location viewed from curb (looking SE)

PLAN COMMISSION STAFF REPORT
CITY OF MONONA

Project:
Project Address:
Applicants:

MEETING DATE: December 9, 2019
AGENDA ITEM 6.C. & 6.D.
CASE NO. S-042-2019

Public Hearing & Consideration of Action on Signage Request for Pellitteri
Waste Systems
7035 Raywood Rd
Katheryne Kippes – La Crosse Sign Group
Pellitteri Waste Systems

Proposal Summary:
The La Crosse Sign Group have submitted plans for a new wall sign for Pellitteri Madison located at
7035 Raywood Road. There is not currently an existing sign at the property, and there is no overall
sign plan for the building. Please refer to the sign permit application materials attached for this site.
The following sign is being proposed:
•

Wall Sign – “Pellitteri – Waste Systems” – 22.20 sq. ft. – no lighting – facing south.

Applicable Regulations, Policy, or Practice:
All signs shall be reviewed according to the standards in the Sign Code and according to the
following evaluation factors:
1) Conformance to the Zoning and Sign Code.
2) Minimization of conflict with vehicular or pedestrian circulation.
3) Compatibility with the building characteristics, adjacent uses and adjacent signs.
4) Compatibility with specific physical site conditions which warrant approval of the sign.
5) Materials and maintenance aspects.
6) Legibility and visual clarity.
Sign Standards & Staff Comments:
• The proposed wall sign meets the sign code standards for size and sign location on the
proposed wall. The building does not have frontage along the street, but the sign is
appropriate given the scale of the building. The materials proposed are appropriate for the
purpose.
•

The sign will face the parking lot adjacent to the building, rather than facing Raywood Road.
A different building occupies the public street frontage, so having the sign face the parking lot
is the logical placement.

•

In February 2000, Pellitteri received approval for a wall sign and landscape ground sign at
this property. That wall sign was in a different location on the building than the current
proposed sign and has since been taken down.

Recommendation:
Approval of sign permit for one new wall sign, requested by Pellitteri Waste Systems (c/o the La
Crosse Sign Group), to be located at 7035 Raywood Road, as proposed, and according to Chapter
480 Article XII of the Zoning Code of the Monona Municipal Code of Ordinances.

Untitled Map
Write a description for your map.
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Plan Commission
Douglas Plowman, City Planner & Assistant Economic Development Director
December 4, 2019
Light Ordinance Discussion

Overview:
City Alders and Staff have been asked to consider potential changes to the City Ordinance
regarding lighting. This could include regulations for lighting at both residential and commercial
properties. Background materials have been shared with Plan Commission members in
advance of the December 9th meeting, allowing for a preliminary discussion on the matter to
take place.
Ordinance:
The City doesn’t currently have specific regulations for residential or commercial lighting, there
are however provisions for off-street parking areas to limit the impact on surrounding uses as
part of the Site Design Standards for Parking, Landscaping and Lighting attachment.
Photometric plans are typically submitted as part of the Zoning Permit review for new
development which are reviewed by the Commission.
Discussion:
The Plan Commission is asked to discuss the potential opportunities and challenges of
expanding the City’s Light Ordinance and the opportunity to add a dark sky provision to the
Ordinance. This could include discussion of regulations for commercial, residential and mixeduse land uses, as well as enforcement and plan review.
Relevant Materials:
1. Sample Ordinance draft by the Illuminating Engineering Society (IES) and the
International Dark Sky Association (IDA) Document Link.
2. A document that explains the provisions of the Madison Exterior Lighting Ordinance
Document Link.
3. City of Madison Exterior Lighting Ordinance-10.085 Ordinance Link.
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