


LICENSE REVIEW COMMITTEE
September 13, 2016
Page 2
[bookmark: _GoBack]LICENSE REVIEW COMMITTEE MINUTES
September 13, 2016


The regular meeting of the License Review Committee for the City of Monona was called to order by Acting Chair Klinzing at 4:03 p.m.

Present:	Acting Chair John Klinzing, Jim Pflasterer, Wayne Kimmell, and Robert Procter

Excused:	Chairman Doug Wood

[bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Also Present:	Detective Sergeant Ryan Losby, Police Chief Walter Ostrenga, Noodles & Company General Manager Scott Finholt, and City Clerk Joan Andrusz

ROLL CALL; APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion by Mr. Pflasterer, seconded by Mr. Kimmell to approve the minutes of the August 30, 2016 License Review Committee meeting, was carried.

APPEARANCES

There were no Appearances.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

There was no Unfinished Business.

NEW BUSINESS

Detective Sergeant Losby began Discussion Of Alcohol Compliance Check Of Noodles & Company with review of the Department’s alcohol compliance check process.  One Noodles & Company staff member was cited for underage service.  Mr. Finholt stated he was not on the premises when this happened.  A shift manager just started her shift and served a patron without checking ID.  He reprimanded her.  This has never happened when he is working.  Staff goes through the business’s “work book” that each new staff person reads and signs.  Acting Chair Klinzing explained the Committee’s work and concerns.  Mr. Finholt stated all shift managers are licensed and trained that anyone under 40 years old should have an ID checked.  Staff pays their own fines, which also serves as a deterrent.  Discussion followed.

City Clerk Andrusz began Discussion Of Parameters For Denial Of Operator Licenses.  A document listing what the Committee would consider grounds for review was received from the Clerk of the Village of Cambria.  She wanted the Committee to consider whether this is something they would like distributed to new Committee members and/or have it incorporated into the Operator license application so applicants would understand the types of offenses that would cause a Committee review.  It would be modified as the Committee suggested.

Mr. Klinzing reviewed the history of approvals and noted very few are ever denied.  Police Chief Ostrenga noted the parameters have never been written down before.  Detective Sergeant Losby stated a first offense OWI shouldn’t even be brought before the Committee as nobody does or should get denied for this.  Mr. Klinzing stated they should be brought in to make sure the message about responsibility is heard.  Police Chief Ostrenga agreed this message is important and first offenders should be reviewed. Mr. Klinzing stated first offenders are usually young, while those with subsequent offenses are older.  Mr. Procter stated that it is easier to deny a person who is strictly a bartender.  Older applicants with more offenses are usually good workers, may cook or manage in addition to service, and are valued at their jobs.  Mr. Klinzing stated an owner coming in with an applicant under review carries weight with the Committee.  Mr. Procter wants internal guidance, not out to the public.  Because the City Council can approve a license that the Committee has denied, the Council should approve these guidelines.  Mr. Klinzing stated the Council relies on the Committee’s recommendations.  Mr. Procter questioned whether the offenses are too specific, and whether this is a policy or a law.  Mr. Pflasterer suggests a catch-all phrase like, “This not an exclusive listing”, to leave open other considerations.

Members discussed and suggested list modifications.  Detective Sergeant Losby noted that an underage person who steals alcohol gets two convictions:  one for underage alcohol possession or consumption and one for theft.  In a normal theft Police don’t know what was stolen.  Police Chief Ostrenga stated a juvenile felony gets Committee review but only if it’s drug or alcohol related.

Mr. Pflasterer stated there is merit to having guidance and it is good government to inform the public of the guidelines that are used.  Detective Sergeant Losby and Police Ostrenga agree this list is very helpful to have.  Mr. Procter is in favor of this clear explanation that helps the City Clerk and Police.  It should be reviewed by the City Attorney and possibly the City Council.  City Clerk Andrusz will provide a draft document for the next meeting.

ADJOURNMENT

	A motion by Mr. Kimmell, seconded by Mr. Procter to adjourn, was carried.  (4:46 p.m.)


Joan Andrusz
City Clerk
