
 
 

 

MONONA CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
March 19, 2012 

 
 
The regular meeting of the Monona City Council was called to order by Mayor Miller at 7:40 p.m. 
 
Present: Mayor Robert Miller, Aldermen Chad Speight, Scott Munson, Jim Busse, Jeffrey 

Wiswell, Doug Wood, and Dennis Kugle 
 
Also Present: City Administrator Patrick Marsh, Public Works Director Dan Stephany, Project 

Coordinator Janine Glaeser, Gregg Borucki from SCS BT Squared, Finance Director 
Marc Houtakker, Jeff Belongia from Hutchinson, Shockey, Erley & Co., Sustainability 
Committee member Heather Gates, and City Clerk Joan Andrusz 

 
ROLL CALL AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
A motion by Alderman Wiswell, seconded by Alderman Speight to approve the City Council 
minutes of March 5, 2012, was carried. 

 
APPEARANCES 
 
Mayor Miller was joined at the podium by Matthew E. Blair, Samuel R. Govier, and Sakher R. Sijapati 
has he read and presented Proclamations Recognizing their Achievement of attaining the Rank of Eagle 
Scout, which highlighted each Scout’s individual achievements. 

 
Dan Guse from Focus on Energy provided information on MG&E’s first Express Energy program which 
will begin in Monona on April 9.  Residents will be provided, free of charge, water heater adjustment and 
insulation, water saving faucet inserts, and energy efficient light bulbs. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Mayor Miller declared open the Public Hearing To Receive Public Input Regarding the Proposed Levying 
of Special Assessments for the Dredging of Lagoon du Nord, Lagoon du Sud, Sumac Lagoon, and the 
Cove Circle Channel. 
 
Mayor Miller reviewed the Finance & Personnel Committee’s amendment that ended Lagoon du Sud 
dredging at 1202 Nishishin Trail and 1203 Pocahontas Drive. 
 
The following individuals appeared before the Council and spoke in favor of the dredging project: 
 

Steve Barr, 5501 Winnequah Road  Rob Everhart, 1304 Nishishin Trail 
Robert Miller, 5506 Winnequah Trail  Michael Finley, 1309 Nishishin Trail 
Gerald Zeutzius, 5718 Tecumseh Avenue Jim Lampe, 1402 Neponset Trail 
Robert Oehlkers, 5504 Winnequah Trail  Robert Gonzalez, 1410 Neponset Trail 

 Megan Nicholson, 1202 Nishishin Trail 
 
Polly Brandes, 1112 Pocahontas Drive appeared before the Council and spoke against Lagoon du Sud 
dredging. 
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Doug Kearney, 809 Owen Road appeared before the Council and spoke against dredging. 
 
The following individuals appeared before the Council and spoke for informational purposes regarding 
dredging: 
 

Mark Reif, 5706 Tecumseh Avenue  Julie Pretell, 1308 Nishishin Trail 
 
The following individuals registered in favor of dredging: 
 
 Allen Rieland, 1308 Nishishin Trail  Bruce Bahman, 5311 Tonyawatha Trail 
 Barb Sainsbury, 1306 Neponset Trail  Jim Sainsbury, 1306 Neponset Trail 
 Sherry Anderson, 1308 Neponset Trail  Craig Anderson, 1308 Neponset Trail 
 Dan Millin, 1203 Nishishin Trail  Cindy Millin, 1203 Nishishin Trail 
 Dave Zwiefel, 5714 Tecumseh Avenue  David McMonigal, 1310 Nishishin Trail 
 Teresa Bell, 1305 Nishishin Trail  Rebecca Glassel, 1120 Birch Haven Circle 
 Brian Glassel, 1120 Birch Haven Circle  Thomas Stoiber, 1204 Birch Haven Circle 
 Randy Fiscus, 1202 Birch Haven Circle  Lisa Fiscus, 1202 Birch Haven Circle 
 Gregory Dixon, 1301 Pocahontas Drive  Steve Winistorfer, 1303 Pocahontas Drive 

Tim Nicholson, 1202 Nishishin Trail  Cynthia Everhart, 1304 Nishishin Trail 
 Marcia Smecko, 1304 Neponset Trail  Russ Tieman, 5604 Tecumseh Avenue 
 Ann Tieman, 5604 Tecumseh Avenue  Dan Jaworski, 5602 Tecumseh Avenue 
 Jennifer Jaworski, 5602 Tecumseh Avenue Rod Scheib, 5606 Tecumseh Avenue 
 Dominic Tomburrini, 1404 Neponset Trail Bill Arnold, 1222 Birch Haven Circle 
 Ann Badeau, 1108 Birch Haven Circle  Gary Duerst, 1108 Birch Haven Circle 
 Asta Hannan, 1200 Birch Haven Circle  Sarah Martin, 1404 Neponset Trail 
 Marcy Holtz, 5720 Tecumseh Avenue  Meredith Oehlkers, 5504 Winnequah Trail 
 Lori Ring, 5501 Winnequah Trail 
 
The following individuals registered against dredging: 
 
 James Bangs, 1405 Nishishin Trail  Sherry Willoughby, 1405 Nishishin Trail 
 Mary Webster, 1200 Nishishin Trail  Steve Pieroni, 1408 Neponset Trail 
 Les Nesbit, 1300 Neponset Trail   Margaret Moen, 1106 Nishishin Trail 
 
The following individuals registered against Lagoon du Sud dredging: 
 
 Tim Peterson, 1312 Nishishin Trail  Warren Dresen, 1312 Pocahontas Drive 
 Scott Dresen, 1312 Pocahontas Drive  Stuart Brandes, 1112 Pocahontas Drive 
 Delores LaBelle, 1100 Nishishin Trail  Kay Mayfield, 1201 Pocahontas Drive 
 Larry Miller, 1110 Nishishin Trail NE  Nancy Miller, 1110 Nishishin Trail NE 
 Randy Birchfield, 1123 Pocahontas Drive Donna Birchfield, 1123 Pocahontas Drive 
 
Mayor Miller declared the Public Hearing closed. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
There was no Consent Agenda. 
 
Agenda items were taken out of order to accommodate those present. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 

A motion by Alderman Wiswell, seconded by Alderman Speight to suspend the rules and take 
action on Resolution 12-03-1844 A Preliminary Resolution Declaring Intent to Exercise Special 
Assessment Police Powers Under Section 66.0703, Wisconsin Statutes, in the City of Monona, 
Dane County, Wisconsin, for Dredging Work to Lagoon du Nord, Lagoon du Sud, Sumac 
Lagoon, and the Cove Circle Channel, was carried. 

 
Public Works Director Stephany provided an outline of the project, engineer’s report, and three alternate 
project options that were included in the bid request.  The low bidder, Veit & Company, was chosen.  
Project Coordinator Glaeser distributed documents providing more information on the assessment 
schedule, map of the area, and spreadsheets with a breakdown of assessments that result with each option.  
The total removal of Lagoon du Sud raises the cost to the remaining residents by $9.00 per foot.  The 
amendment made at the Finance & Personnel Committee will create some savings.   
 
Mr. Borucki stated that while the desire is to have docks and piers removed during this project, the bid 
included them left in place.  The contractor will try to jet underneath, but can’t guarantee to get all the silt.  
It has been determined that reinstalling existing piers will not require a DNR permit.  The shallow entry at 
the west side of Lagoon du Sud will be corrected within this project. 
 
Finance Director Houtakker reported the City’s portion of $215,000 has been budgeted, but reminds 
members the entire project cost must be borrowed.  Residents may pay their portion in full; over the 
course of eight years at 1% over the interest rate of the borrowing; or pay a portion and have the 
remainder divided out over eight years.  Residents won’t be charged until the 2014 tax bill when the 
project is complete. 
 
Alderman Busse stated the water level is high enough at 5 feet on the west side of Lagoon du Sud going 
into Squaw Bay, even though it hasn’t been dredged in decades, and those landowners are against the 
project.  The project can’t terminate under the bridge and those landowners support the project.  Members 
agreed to Alderman Wood’s amendment which is as follows:  The first indent in Section 1 is amended to 
replace the words “…Squaw Bay…” with “…addresses 1202 Nishishin Trail and 1203 Pocahontas 
Drive…”  Only one property owner in that section wanted dredging. 
 

A motion by Alderman Wiswell, seconded by Alderman Speight to approve Resolution 12-03-
1844 A Preliminary Resolution Declaring Intent to Exercise Special Assessment Police Powers 
Under Section 66.0703, Wisconsin Statutes, in the City of Monona, Dane County, Wisconsin, for 
Dredging Work to Lagoon du Nord, Lagoon du Sud, Sumac Lagoon, and the Cove Circle 
Channel as amended.  On a roll call vote, all members voted in favor of the motion. 

 
Public Works Director Stephany announced residents will receive letters regarding a pre-construction 
meeting planned for August. 
 

A motion by Alderman Wiswell, seconded by Alderman Wood to suspend the rules and take 
action on Resolution 12-03-1846 Providing for the Sale of $3,640,000 General Obligation 
Refunding Bonds; Resolution 12-03-1847 Providing for the Sale of $4,950,000 General 
Obligation Promissory Notes; and Resolution 12-03-1848 Providing for the Sale of $1,340,000 
Taxable General Obligation Refunding Bonds, was carried. 

  
Mr. Belongia reported currently there is a 45-year low in municipal borrowing interest rates, so the 
decision was made not to wait a year.  Materials were distributed and reviewed.  The five-year plan was 
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put in place in 2006 to keep taxes level, pay-offs and borrowings kept fairly equal.  Total debt will be paid 
out in 12 years.  This plan helped the City obtain an AA credit rating.  Future plans were discussed with 
funding through the useful life of projects.  The figures on the Resolutions are preliminary and will be 
lower.  He has no concerns regarding the City’s debt load.  Keeping the reserves at an acceptable level 
saves the City money on interest costs. 
 

A motion by Alderman Wiswell, seconded by Alderman Wood to approve Resolution 12-03-
1846 Providing for the Sale of $3,640,000 General Obligation Refunding Bonds.  On a roll call 
vote, all members voted in favor of the motion. 

 
Finance Director Houtakker reported this verifies the intent to start the borrowing process and will be 
brought back to the Council for further review and approval. 
 

A motion by Alderman Wiswell, seconded by Alderman Wood to approve Resolution 12-03-
1847 Providing for the Sale of $4,950,000 General Obligation Promissory Notes.  On a roll call 
vote, all members voted in favor of the motion. 

 
Finance Director Houtakker reported this is Capital Budget borrowing.  He is working with Strand 
Associates on Monona Drive right-of-way purchases and the amount will change. 
 

A motion by Alderman Wiswell, seconded by Alderman Wood to approve Resolution 12-03-
1848 Providing for the Sale of $1,340,000 Taxable General Obligation Refunding Bonds.  On a 
roll call vote, all members voted in favor of the motion. 

 
Finance Director Houtakker reported this is for the Garden Circle stormwater 2-year note. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
A motion by Alderman Wood, seconded by Alderman Busse to approve the following did not carry.  
Alderman Wiswell requests the following item be tabled until a performance evaluation can be done. 
 

A motion by Alderman Wiswell, seconded by Alderman Speight to table Resolution 12-03-1841 
Approving an Amendment to the Employment Agreement with the City Administrator until the 
next meeting, was carried.  Aldermen Wood and Munson voted against the motion. 

 
Ms. Gates explained the phrase “hierarchy of human needs” in the Sustainability Resolution means to 
allow political discussions and not allow human rights violations.  It means getting people’s employment 
needs meant so they don’t have to resort to cutting down trees to make a living.  Members discussed how 
to clarify this statement. 
 

A motion by Alderman Wood, seconded by Alderman Munson to amend the statement numbered 
“4.” in Resolution 12-03-1843 A Commitment to Sustainability in the City of Monona as follows:  
Strike the words “Meet the hierarchy of” and replace with “Reduce barriers to achieving”, was 
carried. 
 
A motion by Alderman Munson, seconded by Alderman Speight to approve Resolution 12-03-
1843 A Commitment to Sustainability in the City of Monona as amended, was carried.  Alderman 
Kugle voted against the motion. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
Public Works Director Stephany began discussion of Resolution 12-03-1845 Approval to Contract with 
Strand Associates, Vierbicher Associates, and SCS BT Squared for Municipal Engineering Services.  The 
Public Works Committee interviewed six firms and three were unanimously chosen for 3-year contracts.  
The City Administrator will approve projects up to $25,000, with Council approval sought for higher cost 
projects.  The Public Works Director is designated as the contact person.  The City Attorney approved 
this document with minor modifications.  If further expertise is needed, the City can go to outside firms 
with RFP’s. 
 
Alderman Wiswell stated this guarantees three bids for projects and allows pursuit of other competitive 
bids.  Alderman Kugle stated all six firms were highly qualified and provided good presentations.  He 
cautions the City shouldn’t always take the lowest cost.  The best work and creative ideas should be also 
pursued. 
 

A motion by Alderman Kugle, seconded by Alderman Busse to suspend the rules and take action 
on Resolution 12-03-1849 Approval of Amendment to the Monona Floodplain Zoning Map 
According to Section 13-2-9 of the Monona Code of Ordinances, as Requested by the Owners of 
the Whitehorse Property at 1208 and 1210 East Broadway, to Remove a Portion of the Property 
from the Flood Hazard Area, was carried. 

 
Alderman Busse reported this was reviewed by the Plan Commission.  The work is complete to fill this 
area, and this is the last step to change the map.  Dane County and other entities have approved this. 
 

A motion by Alderman Wiswell, seconded by Alderman Kugle to approve Resolution 12-03-
1849 Approval of Amendment to the Monona Floodplain Zoning Map According to Section 13-
2-9 of the Monona Code of Ordinances, as Requested by the Owners of the Whitehorse Property 
at 1208 and 1210 East Broadway, to Remove a Portion of the Property from the Flood Hazard 
Area, was carried. 

 
Alderman Wood began discussion of Ordinance 3-12-637 Amending Section 7-2-15 of the Code of 
Ordinances Concerning Closing Hours of Liquor Establishments, stating State law changed the start of 
hours of packaged alcohol sales for Class A establishments from 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 a.m.  The License 
Review Committee received support for this from stores that are open prior to 6:00 a.m. and voted to 
make this change to match the Statute.  The hours could be modified if issues arise. 
 

A motion by Alderman Busse, seconded by Alderman Wiswell to suspend the rules and take 
action on Resolution 12-03-1850 Approving a Subordination Agreement and Mortgage 
Amendment Concerning the Heritage Monona Development, was carried. 

 
City Administrator Marsh reported this pertains to Phase II of the MSP project and is a technicality 
because the property lines had to be re-drawn to accommodate the building outlines.  There is no change 
to the Developers Agreement. 
 

A motion by Alderman Wiswell, seconded by Alderman Busse to approve Resolution 12-03-1850 
Approving a Subordination Agreement and Mortgage Amendment Concerning the Heritage 
Monona Development, was carried. 
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MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 
 
There was no Miscellaneous Business. 
 
REPORTS 
 
Alderman Kugle reported that because this is almost his last meeting we wanted to express appreciation to 
Mayor Miller, Aldermen, City staff, and volunteers for their work on behalf of the City.  He thanks 
Project Coordinator Glaeser and Public Works Director Stephany for their packet on the dredging project.  
It was very clear and helpful to members of the public. 
 
Alderman Wiswell requests stormwater issues are on a future agenda for discussion. 
 
Mayor Miller will re-schedule the next Council meeting as there will be a quorum issue. 
 
City Clerk Andrusz reported the Recall Primary will be on May 8 and the Recall Election will be on June 
5.  Photo ID is not required for the April 3 Spring Election, but other aspects of the voter ID law will be in 
effect, including the requirement to sign the poll book. 
 
City Administrator Marsh reported the Library will be closed for staff training on Friday, March 30 from 
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Street cleaning is being done now.  Leaf collection will be done throughout the 
month of April.  Brush collection is on schedule to begin the first week of April. 
 
Mayor Miller appreciated the time and effort put in by staff and members on major decisions.  Member’s 
energy remaining high from the beginning to the end of even the longest issues ensures that good 
decisions are made. 
 
Wastewater retention efforts should continue throughout the City.  Madison Mayor Soglin was impressed 
by Monona’s water savings program and will do a similar project.  The City of Madison will repair the 
detention basin without going on to the adjacent property but the permitting process will take time.   
 
APPOINTMENTS 
 

A motion by Alderman Wiswell, seconded by Alderman Wood to approve the following 
Appointments, was carried:  

 
 1. Bonita Berner, Election Inspector 
 2. David Berner, Election Inspector 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 A motion by Alderman Wiswell, seconded by Alderman Speight, to adjourn, was carried.  (10:10 

p.m.) 
 

Joan Andrusz 
City Clerk 

 
 
 


