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MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR
BY MARY O'CONNOR

It feels like years rather than months since I put together my column for the spring
newsletter, right before we began to feel the impact of COVID-19. Since then, in
many ways, life in Monona – and the entire country – has turned upside down. In
Monona, among other things, the prolonged, temporary closing of the Library,
Senior Center and Park & Recreation Department and the decision not to open the
pool this summer have brought big changes for residents.
Even in the face of all the turmoil though, we do have things to celebrate! Monona has an accepted offer to
purchase the San Damiano property from St. Norbert Abbey for a price of $8.6 million, far below its market
value to potential developers. The purchase has long been a dream of many Monona residents. It represents
an historic opportunity to preserve one of the last undeveloped pieces of land on Lake Monona as open space
for this and future generations. Between now and closing in June, we are working hard to raise funds from
grants and gifts to help defray some of the cost to Monona taxpayers. Yesterday that effort took a major step
forward when we learned that the Dane County Board approved a grant of $2 million for Monona to assist with
the purchase of the property.
At City Hall, we’re working hard to maintain basic city services and ensure that our residents are safe during
this difficult time. All staff is available by phone and email to answer your questions and provide information.
We continue to put out COVID-related announcements on WVMO and Monona’s YouTube channel. And finally,
we’re continually updating the COVID-19 page on the city website, mymonona.com, with the latest information
we have.
The police and fire departments are fully staffed and responding to calls. Among their other responsibilities,
public works crew spent the summer repairing roads, removing dying Ash trees and replacing them and now
are collecting leaves and brush and preparing for the winter months.
Beginning in April, we were able to hold three elections under very difficult circumstances, including the
presidential election on November 3 which saw a 91.72% turnout of Monona voters. Amazing! Thanks to our
City Clerk, Joan Andrusz and her Deputy Clerk Alene Houser, along with all the election inspectors who worked
so hard to make the election such a success. Among other things, they were able to process 6,003 ballots,
4,695 of which were absentee.
Senior Center staff is working to provide as much information to seniors as they can via phone, the internet and
WVMO. They’ve also been able to hold some small in-person programs and schedule bus trips to local grocery
stores and malls. And the Friends of the Senior Center’s summer concerts went virtual on WVMO for the first
time.
The library has provided all kinds of virtual programming, from the summer reading program to arts and crafts
nights to cooking with a local chef to story hours. Even though they’re still closed, they’ve been able to
schedule computer access in the library for patrons. And best of all, staff figured out a way to safely begin filling
hold requests with curbside pickup midway through the summer after months of library users being unable to
borrow anything but e-books.
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The Park and Recreation Department has been just as innovative. Park playgrounds and athletic fields reopened
partway through the summer. Unfortunately we were not able to safely open the pool, but many families took
advantage of Frostwoods and Schluter Beaches. The Recreation Department sponsored a stuffed animal parade
where kids mounted displays of their favorite stuffed animals in their yards. There was a drive-in movie night and
a scarecrow festival featuring scarecrow scenes built with pumpkins and a variety of other materials. Small
summer camps were held for a variety of ages throughout the summer. Watch for the official opening of the
seasonal ice rink at Grand Crossing Park on the River Front scheduled for later in November. It was a big hit last
winter and we expect it will be again with people looking for outdoor activities.
City Administrator Bryan Gadow and I are working closely with city department heads as well as local, county and
state officials to plan for a return to something approaching normal. Unfortunately, given recent numbers, it’s
looking like we’re going to have to experience a long winter before that happens. When it does, we all need to
understand, that it won’t happen suddenly with the flip of a switch, but rather should be seen as a slowly turning
dial which will take time to complete to ensure we don’t have a recurrence of the virus.
I can’t help thinking that this experience has changed the way many of us look at life. We’ve all been reminded of
what’s really important - our health, family, friends and community. Many of us have found new ways to connect
with people and learned that there are many neighbors and organizations out there willing to help when needed.
The feeling that we’re all in this together has made us stronger and will help us survive this time and build a
better Monona. So please, hang in there and stay safe!
If you need help or assistance, please reach out to City Hall (608) 222-2525 and staff will direct your call where it
needs to go. You can email me at moconnor@ci.monona.wi.us or call City Hall 222-2525 and leave a message for
me. And be sure to check the city website mymonona.com periodically for updates.
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CITY HALL
Planning Department
Renew Monona:

Riverfront Final Phase

The Renew Monona program successfully relaunched in
2019 with a strong level of interest from the local
community. The program offers qualified homeowners, or
perspective homeowners, down payment assistance, as
well as financing for home efficiency upgrades and major
rehab projects. The program recognizes that these
improvements may be necessary to improve the quality,
functionality, affordability, and attractiveness of homes in
Monona. Renew Monona allows eligible homeowners to
make these improvements through competitive loan terms.

The final phase of the Yahara Commons project
secured City approval in the spring of 2020, and
broke ground in August 2020. The five-story
development will include 145 market rate
apartment units, and 284 covered parking stalls
across two underground levels. Apartments will
range from studio to 3-bedroom, and includes
street level units along Bridge Road. The building
will include a second floor pool, an outdoor
amenity area with fire pits, as well as a fitness
room.

Funds are in the form of a 50% matching low-interest loan,
with the amount determined by the category of project
that is proposed. The program is funded through a 1-year
extension to a Tax Increment District and administered by
the City of Monona Community Development Authority
(CDA). All homeowners living in the City of Monona are
eligible, and there are no age or income restrictions.
Eligibility is defined by the assessed value of the home,
which must be less than or equal to 120% of the median
assessed value of residential property in Monona as
reported by the City Assessor. For example, on Jan 1, 2020
the median assessed value of single-family residential
property was $298,500. Eligible homes would be those
assessed at or below $358,200.
A new addition to the program is the inclusion of
renewable energy improvements such as solar panels. This
allows for the purchase and installation of renewable
energy technologies that are climate-friendly and offer
utility savings. A 2019 City of Monona residential energy
survey showed that 65% of respondents who have not
invested in renewable energy have been discouraged by
the upfront cost of doing so.

As part of the plans, the development will include
58 public parking stalls, which will allow visitors
to the area to park and enjoy the 0.6-acre Grand
Crossing Park just across the street, or the
numerous retail and restaurant offerings at The
Current.
This is the last phase of the three phased
Riverfront Redevelopment Area which is fully
encompassed by Tax Increment District (TID) 9.
The City began planning for this area in 2012,
coordinating with numerous stakeholder groups
before creating both the Redevelopment Area and
TID. The City of Monona CDA signed a master
development agreement with Galway Companies
in August 2017, and the first phase broke ground
in March 2018. When complete, the total
development will include over 240 residential
units as well as 92 hotel rooms. The final building
is expected to open in the third quarter of 2021.

The City of Monona CDA has approved over
$250,000 across 10 projects since the program relaunched.
These projects include the addition of solar panels,
replacement of original windows as well as constructing a
new home addition. Interested homeowners can find more
information and download application materials from the
City’s website.
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Monona City Council:
The Monona City Council meets the first and third Monday of each
month at the Monona Public Library in the Municipal Room at 7:00
pm. For questions about the Council or to be put on the agenda,
please call 222-2525.
Alderperson Molly Grupe
4910 Shore Acres Rd.
mgrupe@ci.monona.wi.us

Alderperson Kathy Thomas
5903 Winnequah Rd.
kthomas@ci.monona.wi.us

Alderperson Jennifer Kuhr
6103 Queens Way
jkuhr@ci.monona.wi.us

Alderperson Doug Wood
5304 Schluter Rd.
dwood@ci.monona.wi.us

Alderperson Nancy Moore
4505 Winnequah Rd.
nmoore@ci.monona.wi.us

Alderperson Kristie Goforth
4515 Gordon Ave
kgoforth@ci.monona.wi.us

Help keep our Monona community safe, “we want to remind residents that the only way we can help slow
the spread of COVID-19 is by following Public Health guidelines and we all have to do it together if we want
it to work.” You can view the “We’re All in this Together” video by clicking the image below.

WINTER 2020/SPRING 2021

PAGE

4

PUBLIC WORKS
Tips & Guidelines for 2021 Winter Snow
When you see the snow plows out, please stay back about 50 feet. Snow plows are big and tricky
to maneuver, and they generate flying snow and salt off the plow and salt spreader. Be patient
and don’t pass a plow on the right side.
Our public works crew strives to be efficient with snow removal in order to provide the best
possible service for your tax dollars. So that crews can clear the most snow in the least amount
of time, we ask that you consider the following:
Please remove your vehicle from the street during and after a snow storm. Crews plow from
curb to curb, so having to plow around a parked car requires that the plow return at a later
time to clear that spot. Also, please avoid parking your car in front of your driveway or at the
very end of your driveway opening. This also requires the plow operator to come back at a
later time to clear snow on the street in front of your driveway.
Please don’t blow or shovel snow from your driveway or sidewalk into the street. The street
may provide a convenient location for your snow; however, it requires another trip from the
snow plow operator to clear the snow from the street. This is also a violation of City
Ordinance, so you may receive a citation.
As a reminder, residents and businesses are required to clear snow from the sidewalk and
cross walk openings in their terrace area within 24 hours after a snowfall. This requirement
also includes all properties fronting Monona Drive and Broadway. City of Monona staff will
clear snow from center median crosswalks on Monona Drive and on Broadway.
Be Salt Wise – Reduce Winter Salt Use
The City of Monona does not have a “bare pavement” policy when it comes to snow plowing and
keeping the streets clear of snow and ice. The goal of our plow operators is to clear the road
with the plow blades first and salt only when needed to assist with removing hard pack snow and
ice. Crews use salt on hills, curves, bridges and intersections when needed but try to avoid
salting the long stretches of City streets when possible. You may have seen white lines on the
streets just before a predicted snow fall. This is a salt brine mixture applied by plow operators
prior to the snow fall in order to prevent icing. This practice is safer for the environment
because it reduces the amount of chlorides from snow melt runoff entering our local lakes and
rivers. It also reduces the amount of road rock salt used and can be less expensive than road salt
application.
Residents can help as well by reducing the amount of salt used on driveways and sidewalks.
Shoveling early and often will help to prevent hard pack snow on your driveway and walkways.
How much salt should you use? According to Salt Wise smart winter salting, a 12-ounce cup of
salt is enough to treat a 20-foot-long driveway or up to 50 feet of sidewalk. Want to learn more?
Visit www.wisaltwise.com.
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PUBLIC WORKS
Prevent Frozen Water Pipes This Winter
Are you leaving Wisconsin for the winter or going
on an extended vacation? If so, do you have a
plan in place for your home’s water pipes to
prevent freeze-ups and broken pipes? If you plan
to be gone for the winter, it’s recommended that
your water be turned off and your home’s
plumbing be properly winterized by a
professional.
General Winter Tips to Prevent Frozen Pipes
and Damage:
Turn off the water to your outside hose bib.
Properly insulate water pipes in unheated
areas such as garages or crawl spaces.
Locate your water meter and make sure the
area is heated.
Make sure the valves by your meter are
functional. Exercise the valves on occasion.
Fit exposed pipes with black foam insulation.
Open cabinet doors under sinks to allow warm
air to circulate around water pipes.

Street Light Out?
Is there a neighborhood street light that is burned out,
doesn’t turn off, or is flickering? You can report a street
light problem by visiting the MG&E website at the
following link.
Trash & Recycling Collection
The City contracts with Waste Management (formerly
Advanced Disposal) for garbage collection on Tuesday and
Wednesday of each week, and recycling services every
other week, also on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. If you are
new to Monona, please visit the City’s website for
information on our trash and recycling collection services
or call City Hall at 222-2525.
Placement of Trash and Recycling Containers
As a reminder to City residents, City Ordinance prohibits
the placement of trash and recycling carts in the street
see photo below. To prevent cart damage, all carts should
be placed in the terrace area or on your driveway
approach. Should a cart need to be replaced, the cost for
a new cart is $65. Lids and wheels can be replaced by
public works staff at no charge. Call 222-2525 to
coordinate needed repairs.

Adopt a Storm Water Catch Basin – In Winter
Not only should curbside catch basins be kept clear in the
spring and summer to avoid street flooding, they need to
be kept open during the winter months as well. During the
past few years, we have seen 2-3 rain storms each winter.
Curbside catch basins that are plugged with snow may
result in localized street flooding, making it more
hazardous for motorists, especially if that water later
freezes. Adopting your neighborhood catch basin by
keeping it clear from snow will help drain water off City
streets during winter rain events. DPW crews appreciate
your assistance.
Holiday Tree Collection
The City of Monona will collect holiday trees during the
week of January 18, 2021 only. All trees must be at the curb
prior to 7:00 a.m. on Monday, January 18. Please be sure to
have all lights and decorations removed from the tree.
Trees should not be wrapped in plastic. Trees that do not
have all items removed, or trees that are buried in the
snow, cannot be collected. See photo to the right.
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The City of Monona receives revenue from the sale of our recyclables collected
at the curb. Placing dirty items in the recycle cart, or placing items not
acceptable for recycling in your cart affects the rebate/revenue amount we
receive and actually increases our cost for recycle collection. Please rinse out all
recyclable items prior to putting them in your cart, and recycle only the items
allowed.
Waste Management guidelines state that plastic bags and shredded paper are
not accepted in their recycling program. If you compost at home, shredded
paper can be mixed with your compost. Otherwise your shredded paper should
be placed in a bag and put in your garbage cart for collection. Plastic bags
should also be placed in your garbage cart, or recycled at your local retailers
that accept them.

2021 Water System Flushing Program
The City of Monona Water Utility will conduct its semi-annual water
system flushing program in the months of May/June, and again in
September/October. The flushing of the water system consists of
discharging water through each of the City’s 460 hydrants, and it takes
approximately four weeks to complete. As we get closer to the months
of May and September, please watch for more information in The
Herald-Independent and on MyMonona.com.

Landscape Workers Needed
Temporary Part Time Openings, Public
Works Department
The Public Works Department is seeking
3 seasonal part-time landscape workers
to maintain the boulevards and street
sign landscape areas on Monona Drive,
Broadway Avenue, and other public
works areas in 2021. Depending on the
availability of the chosen applicants,
these positions will begin in late spring
and work through late summer. The
positions require 30–40 hours per week;
typical hours are Monday–Friday, 7:00
a.m.–3:30 p.m., but some flexibility in
hours will be considered. Duties include
cutting grass, planting and maintaining
flower beds and trees, and pulling weeds.
The wage range is $13–$14.50 per hour.
Candidates must be at least 18 years old
and have a valid Wisconsin driver’s
license. A formal job announcement will
be posted in early 2021 on the City’s
website.

The flushing program, part of the ongoing operation and maintenance of the water system, is designed to
help prevent a buildup of mineral deposits in the water mains and boost water circulation through areas
where circulation is at a lower rate. A side effect of the flushing is that the water may become agitated and
discolored for a short period of time after the flushing has occurred. This does not cause any adverse
health problems, and the discoloration subsides quickly. Residents are encouraged to run their COLD
water tap nearest to the water meter for a short period of time until it runs clear following the system
flushing in their neighborhood.
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2021 Projects
The Monona Public Works Department is scheduled to move forward with several projects in 2021.
• The Winnequah Road Bridge to Pirate Island was scheduled to be replaced in the summer of 2020, however, bids received
for the project came in higher than what was budgeted to complete the work. Funding levels have been adjusted and the
project will be advertised to receive bids in early 2021. Work includes relocating the water main from under the current
bridge to below the bottom of the channel and replacing the entire bridge structure. Approaches on each side of the bridge
will be reconstructed as well. One lane will be open for residents to come and go during construction. Because of DNR fish
spawning rules, work cannot take place over the water for the months of March through June 15th. Phase 1 of bridge
reconstruction work will take place in 2021, and phase 2 will be completed in early 2022. All work should be completed by
June 1, 2022.
• The Water Utility is scheduled to begin water meter replacements in January 2021. Water meter replacements were
scheduled to begin in 2020 but the project was delayed due to the lengthy Public Service Commission review and approval
process, as well as Covid 19. The Public Service Commission has approved the transition to the smart water metering system
for Monona water customers. The City of Monona has secured a contract with HydroCorp to complete the water meter
replacements, and to complete the required Wisconsin DNR residential cross connection survey of faucets, toilets, water
softener and other water use items near your water meter area. Staff from HydroCorp will soon be contacting residents to
schedule water meter change out appointments. The new program will feature meters that can be read from City Hall at any
time, and residents can gain access to their water meter readings through the Eye On Water web application. This will allow
residents to track their water usage and also give us the ability to detect leaks in real time. Please watch
www.mymonona.com for more information.
• Monona Drive Reconstruction – Final Phase. Dane County will be leading the final phase of reconstruction of Monona
Drive, from Broadway to the ramps just north of the Beltline. Reconstruction is expected to start in late April, depending on
the weather, and be completed by the end of July. Reconstruction will include repaving the intersection with Broadway,
removal of the concrete driving and turn lanes, and removal or repair to the curb and gutter. Detours should be expected,
and entrances and exits from Monona Drive to Pier 37 and River Place will be temporarily closed; however, they will be open
during certain stages of construction. Please see the project on www.mymonona.com for more information.
• Stonebridge Park Storm Water Improvements – Planned storm water improvements include installation of an
underground Storm Trap system to remove solids and other debris from storm water as it makes its way to Lake Monona.
Improvements will accommodate for rainfalls up to the 100-year rain event through the Storm Trap. The structure will
include a high-flow bypass for the heaviest rain events. New storm main from the street to the structure will be installed, and
new discharge storm main and outfall from the structure to Lake Monona will be installed. The structure will require shortterm and long-term cleaning to maintain efficient operation. Work is tentatively scheduled to begin in late spring and be
completed in early fall. The City has been notified that this project will be awarded grant funding through Dane County and
the Wisconsin DNR.
• Gateway Green Storm Water Improvements – The low point on Gateway Green and Kristi Circle has flooding concerns due
to a large amount of overland flow reaching this area from the rear lots of the commercial areas on Monona Drive, and the
surrounding residential areas. During heavy rain events storm water amounts exceed the capacity of the storm mains and
inlets in the area and clears by an overland flow route between area homes and backyards prior to reaching Sylvan Lane.
Engineers have reviewed the area and completed a design that will address this flooding. Planned improvements include
replacing the storm main in the easement between Gateway Green, near Kristi Circle, and Sylvan Lane. Once storm water is
conveyed to Sylvan Lane storm water flows will use the curb and gutter system south to Pirate Island. There will be a few
driveway aprons that will need to be raised to prevent storm water from entering driveway. Bids for this project will be
advertised in early 2021, with work expected to be completed by early fall 2021.
In the coming months more information on these projects will be posted on MyMonona.com, published in The Herald
Independent, or relayed through direct mailings or door pamphlets.
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Spring Leaf & Brush Collection

The City has again contracted with Barnes, Inc. for four curbside brush collections in 2021. This
program is a service that provides a way for residents to dispose of brush generated from routine
tree trimmings and yard maintenance.
Brush Collection Guidelines:
Brush should be placed at the curb by 7:00 a.m. on Monday of your collection week. Once collection on a street
is completed, crews will not return for additional brush removal later in the week.
Brush cannot be placed at the curb more than 14 days prior to your scheduled collection week.
Because this service is not a means for residents to dispose of entire trees, brush pile size cannot exceed
4’ x 4’ x 10’. Branches should not be greater than 6” in diameter. Residents who have more brush than allowed
by the pile size limit may:
Contact Barnes at (608) 845-3230 to coordinate chipping the additional brush for a fee. Callers should
reference the Monona chipping program.
Take the additional brush to the Dane County Landfill for a disposal fee of $10, up to 500 pounds. More
information here.
Contact any tree company of your choice to coordinate disposal of additional brush.
The cut ends of the brush should be uniformly placed either facing the street, or with cut ends parallel with the
street facing the direction of traffic for your side of the street.
Please pile thorny brush separately from other brush to avoid injury to collection personnel.
Do not mix your brush with leaves, yard waste, or root balls. Root balls should be placed in your garbage cart,
and leaves and yard waste should be taken to the public works yard waste drop-off site on Edna Taylor
Parkway (next to the Monona dog park).
Brush trimmed by a private contractor must be disposed of by the contractor. This program is for homeownertrimmed brush only.

Spring Leaf Collection in April
The City of Monona Public Works Department will collect spring leaves in the month of April. To ensure that the
vacuum trucks can access your leaves, please note the following requirements:
Place leaves at the curbside terrace (not in the street or gutter) in rows no wider than three to four feet.
Avoid placing leaves near sign posts, mailboxes, tree trunks, parked cars, or other obstacles.
Do not mix trash, brush, or other yard waste with your leaves.
Leaf collection is not done by district; trucks circulate the City collecting leaves all month. Trucks will not
collect leaves after May 1.
Residents who wish to bag their leaves can dispose of them by taking them to the yard waste compost facility
located at the south end of the Public Works Garage along Edna Taylor Parkway. At the compost facility, leaves
must be emptied out of bags or other containers and into the dumpsters. The facility opens for the season in early
April.
Would you like to receive an email reminder of the brush collection schedule? Sign up on the City’s website. Click on
the “Notify Me” icon on the home page. Not sure which district you reside in? You can download a map or a listing by
street at www.mymonona.com. Click on “Your Services” >”Brush, Leaves & Yard Waste.”
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PUBLIC SAFETY
THIS FALL AND WINTER WILL BE UNLIKE ANY OTHER IN THE HISTORY OF OUR
DEPARTMENT, WITH THE COVID PANDEMIC AND FLU SEASON RAPIDLYAPPROACHING.
DESPITE THE UNCERTAIN TIMES,YOUR MONONA FIRE AND EMS DEPARTMENT WOULD
LIKE TO PROVIDE SOME SAFETY TIPS AND SOME NEWS UPDATES TO HELP GET YOU
THROUGH TO NEXT SPRING!

NEW FIRE & EMS CHIEF
The Monona Fire and EMS Department, with assistance from the
City of Monona and Police and Fire Commission selected Jeremy
McMullen to lead the MOFD into its newest chapter. Jeremy has
almost 20 years of fire and EMS experience locally, and will be out
and about throughout the City to meet as many people as he can
over the fall, winter and spring. If you see him, say hi!
FIRE SAFETY TIPS FOR THE HOLIDAYS
Even if you DON’T plan on celebrating the
holidays, please keep in mind the following
safety tips for the holidays:
Stay away from actual candles – use
battery operated candles
Watch where you place your
decorations – don’t cover anything that
generates heat or flame with
combustible materials
Get your fireplace and furnace checked
and serviced!
Turkeys and deep fryers can be a
dangerous combination – learn the
proper way to fry your turkey, or you
might end up frying YOUR turkey
Don’t forget to check your smoke
alarms and replace your batteries
The holidays can be stressful times, and
this year is no exception! Take a look at
the infographic on the right to see the
many ways safety can be compromised.
Your Monona Fire and EMS Department is
on call 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, with
dedicated and professional staff to assist
you no matter what the situation may be.
We are a combination department, with a
mix of full-time firefighter/paramedics,
and a strong core of dedicated volunteer
fire and EMS staff. Interested in being
part of this amazing organization? Email
Chief McMullen directly at
firechief@ci.monona.wi.us to find out how
you can be a part of helping to protect
everyone in this great city!

WINTER 2020/SPRING 2021

PAGE

10
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This fall, we were honored to be able to rededicate the Lt. Barry Johnson memorial at Fireman’s Park here
in Monona. Due to the huge efforts of many dedicated people, especially Firefighter Nicole Duensing, this
memorial was completely rebuilt and rededicated on October 11, 2020 with many family members present.
Many community and fire department members were also present on this historic day.
Barry Johnson was an active member of your Monona Fire Department, and was our first member killed in
the line of duty. In July of 1983, Barry was responding to a grass fire south of the beltline when the rescue
squad he was driving was struck by a dump truck. We were honored to re-dedicate this memorial on
Wisconsin Firefighter Memorial Day.

The Barry Johnson memorial located at Fireman’s Park.
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SUSTAINABILITY
Sustainability, Resiliency, Equity and our Community
Monona is on the Move to Clean Energy!
In 2019, Monona passed a 100% Clean Energy and
Resiliency resolution, and the Sustainability
Committee is committed to providing clean energy
resources to Monona residents. You can learn
about a few energy-efficiency programs in the
flyer at left, or you can visit here to learn more. In
2021, the Sustainability Committee will launch an
interactive map of the city that shows homes,
government facilities, and other places that have
installed projects like solar panels, rain gardens
and pollinator friendly lawns. Keep an eye on the
Sustainable Monona webpage for project updates!

The Sustainability Committee meets regularly on the second
Thursday of each month at 6:30 pm at City Hall. For questions
or to be put on the agenda, please contact Brad Bruun,
Project Manager, bbruun@ci.monona.wi.us

Adopt a Storm Drain
The City is continuing its Adopt a Storm
Drain program, which aims to keep Lake
Monona healthy. Residents can sign up
to keep a storm drain near their home
clear of leaves during the fall. When
leaves collect around drains and
rainwater flows, it creates a “phosphorus
stew” that flows into Lake Monona and
leads to algae blooms. As of October
2020, 56 volunteers have adopted 116
storm drains. Learn more about the
Adopt a Storm Drain program here.

New Monona Sustainable Business Initiative
City staff are developing the Monona Sustainable Business Initiative (MSBI) that will launch in 2021. The
goal of this program will be to connect with local businesses, gauge their interest in sustainable
practices, and provide resources for sustainability-related projects. Through the program, City staff and
MESBA Director Devin Renner will develop targeted sustainability toolkits to provide information about
programs, rebates and other resources available to participating businesses. Visit our website, or follow
@SustainableMonona on Facebook to learn more.
WINTER 2020/SPRING 2021
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SUSTAINABILITY
2019 Dashboard
Every year, the City tracks municipal energy use across a variety of metrics and reports
on progress towards sustainability-related goals through the Sustainability Dashboard. In
2019, over 20% of Monona’s electricity came from renewable sources. Read the rest of the
2019 Dashboard below.

WINTER 2020/SPRING 2021
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SUSTAINABILITY
Forestry Challenge – Donate a Tree Policy
The City of Monona’s Public Works and Parks Departments have been removing dead ash
trees and planting replacements on an annual basis for the past two years. In 2020, the
City was awarded an Urban Forestry grant from the DNR for $14,427 to help supplement
the costs of this effort. Also in 2020, the City set up a new program called the Forestry
Challenge. The Forestry Challenge is an effort to pool donations to help purchase new
trees. The cost of a new tree + planting said tree is about $450 each. The City is planning
to remove approximately 600 ash trees in Monona between 2019-2025.
In order to replace each of those ash trees it will cost the City $270,000 over the next five
years. That is not a small amount of money. The City is hoping that residents who are able
to will donate toward the Forestry Challenge by adopting a tree. For each donation of $100
the Monona Sustainability Committee will donate $25. As of November 2020, there have
been three individual donations totaling $600, $150 of matching donations from the City’s
sustainability account, and another $75 donated from Bike Monona t-shirt sales. Needless to
say, there is a long way to go to reach the City’s goal of replacing every tree removed because
of the emerald ash borer. Help by donating today! Visit here to learn more.

WINTER 2020/SPRING 2021
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SUSTAINABILITY
Bicycle Friendly Community Award
In early 2020, Monona renewed its commitment to being a Bicycle Friendly Community, a
designation from the League of American Bicyclists. Monona was first certified as a
Bronze-level community in 2015, and our Bronze certification is now renewed through
2024. The City’s Public Works Department and City Council have been taking strides to
improve safety for bikers and pedestrians, and the City was just shy of receiving a Silverlevel award. Some recent notable projects include pedestrian and bike safety
improvements to McKenna Road, Bridge Road and Winnequah Road. Check out Monona’s
Bicycle Friendly Community Report Card to learn more.

Recycle Right
When Monona’s Earth Week 2020
programming had to move online, the
Sustainability Committee created
resources to help Monona residents
Recycle Right. Recycling guidelines
can change from city to city, so use
the flyer below to know what can and
can’t go into your curbside bin. If you
have other recycling questions, check
out the Monona Recyclopedia!
Sometimes, there are items that can’t
go in your curbside bin, but can still
be recycled. Items like e-waste,
Styrofoam and printer cartridges can
be recycled by specialty companies.
Visit the Monona Recycling Map to
see specialty recycling facilities
where you can drop off your hard to
recycle items.

WANT TO STAY UP TO DATE ON ALL OF MONONA’S SUSTAINABILITY INITIATIVES? LIKE AND
FOLLOW THE SUSTAINABLE MONONA FACEBOOK PAGE FOR REAL TIME UPDATES!

WINTER 2020/SPRING 2021
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MONONA COMMUNITY MEDIA
Monona Community Media is a dynamic organization encompassing both a low-power radio
station (98.7FM WVMO-The Voice of Monona), community access television (Charter
Spectrum & AT&T U-Verse), YouTube channel and social media outlets.
Through a strong partnership with the Monona Grove School District, Monona Community
Media enriches the lives of high school students through advising and mentoring the high school
Audio/Visual Club (AV Club). The AV Club serves the Monona community through the recording
and broadcasting of many high school and city events, including City Council meetings, Plan
Commission meetings, Monona Grove School Board meetings, high school sports, fine arts
programs, and high school daily morning announcements. The club also assists high school
faculty and staff with audio and visual support.
If you’d like to become a volunteer for 98.7FM WVMO– The Voice of Monona, please email our
volunteer and events coordinator, Becca Reynolds @ Friendsofwvmo@gmail.com.
Want to find out what song you heard on WVMO? Go to www.mymonona.com, click on
“Community Media” and then click on “WVMO Playlists.”

FIND MONONA COMMUNITY MEDIA AT THE FOLLOWING
LOCATIONS:
98.7FM WVMO – THE VOICE OF MONONA
LISTEN ONLINE @ WWW.WVMO.FM AND @ WWW.MYMONONA.COM
MONONA COMMUNITY MEDIA (MCM) TELEVISION CHANNELS:
CHARTER SPECTRUM – CHANNEL 990
AT&T U-VERSE – CHANNEL 99
MONONA COMMUNITY MEDIA YOUTUBE CHANNEL
HTTPS://WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/USER/MONONATV
DON’T FORGET TO SUBSCRIBE!

WINTER 2020/SPRING 2021
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WVMO 2020-2021 PROGRAMS
The VMO Show: Joe Martin - Daily @ Noon and 3PM
A hyper-local Monona variety program showcasing all things Monona.
The Book & The Spade: Gordon Govier - Sunday @ 8AM
Unique news and interview program that reports on the latest discoveries and developments in Biblical
Archaeology. The only new facts about the Bible and the Biblical world come from archaeology.
Great Songs, Great Singers & Big Bands: Rod Perry – Sunday @5PM
A wide variety of music from the 1930’s, 40’s and 50’s featuring the most popular songs, singers and
musicians from the big band era and an occasional clip from the Golden Age of Radio!
Traditional Jazz with the Lichtfeld’s: Dick & Mari Anne Lichtfeld –
Sunday @ 6PM
A survey of traditional Dixieland Jazz with former Monona Mayor and first lady.
Down Home Dairyland: Rick March – Sunday @ 7PM
Polka music extraordinaire. All things polka, beer and fun. Dive into the world of traditional polka and other
ethnic music and learn about the great musical heritage of the Midwest.
Go Deep: Bruce Rave – Sundays @ 10PM
Uptempo and melodic all new music show that scans the worldwide indie radar for the most important
current tunes. Expect to hear new tunes from artists you know, and for you to also be turned on to some
newbies.
Upbeat: BFB – Monday @ 5PM
A show with a spotlight on uptempo music from a limitless range of genres that span the decades;
particularly rock, soul, and blues. A perfect way to jumpstart the work week. Tune in, turn it up, get off your
seat, and move your feet--to Upbeat!
Drive Swede Said: Kirk Swenson – Tuesday @ 4PM
Like a great mixtape from your friend that you listen to again and again. The program includes a variety of
genres with songs from 60 years of rock music. Listeners will appreciate being introduced to songs by lesser
known artists as well as those whose names bring a nod of recognition.
The Good Kind: Marcus Johan - Tuesday @ 6PM
Louis Armstrong said “there are two kinds of music. The good kind and the other kind. I play the good kind.”
Join me every Tuesday as I explore the good kind of music from a wide variety of decades and genres. From
rock’n’roll to funk and soul, jazz, blues, folk and the best in local music.

WINTER 2020/SPRING 2021
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WVMO 2020-2021 PROGRAMS
Prog Rock Hour: Fred Sperry – Wednesday @ 5PM
This show highlights the Progressive Rock genre playing classic, contemporary and modern day prog rock with an
emphasis on exploring new offerings. Sub-genres Prog Metal, Psychedelic and Art Rock also find a place in this hour.
Boogie Down: Taylor Cherry – Wednesday @ 6PM
Music that you can feel in your hips! A great eclectic mix of music that will make you wanna dance! Focusing on base
and drum-heavy tunes ranging from mainstream hits to obscure treasures. Showcasing music from a variety of
genres, including hip-hop, punk, international music, pop, jazz, rock, and R&B.
Savage Radio: Savage Scott – Wednesday @ 7PM
While rock and roll, power pop and British Invasion music from the '60s through '90s remain the foundation, you can
also expect detours into the serious funk, expressive jazz, hypnotic electronica, cosmic prog rock and more,
personally handpicked. It will be blissfully melodic and beautifully loud...please join in the fun!
This Week in Music History: Jeff Perry – Wednesday @ 8PM
Musical milestones from the week, including classic releases, chart toppers and interesting events. Also the week's
musical birthdays with a spotlight on The Beatles. Buddy Holly, Elvis Presley, David Bowie, T.Rex, Buck Owens,
Loretta Lynn, Laurie Anderson, REM, John Coltrane, Frank Sinatra, James Brown, The Coasters... you never know
what you're going to hear.
9.8.7 Countdown to Country: Jody McCann – Thursday @ 10AM
Explore some roots, “old time”, local and classic country music.
Nic At Night: Nic Alexander – Thursday @ 7PM
Featuring a wide variety of rock and soul from the 1950s through present day, the show is often presented
thematically, with broadcasts showcasing everything from horns to handclaps.
Old Dog, New Music: Matt Eidson – Thursday @ 9PM
An indie, UK, 80's, 90's, punk, b-sides. It's music that you probably missed when it came out, but need to hear. Guided
by Voices, The Long Winters, Pinback, Alt-J, Savages, Arcwelder, Mudhoney, Beach House, Metz & Michael Kiwanuka
are just a few artists that you will hear on my show.
Donuts of Champions: Douglas Alan - Friday @ 9AM
Midnight Vinyl: Joe Martin – Friday @ Midnight
Two hours of classic cuts and forgotten 45s from the 1950s through the 1970s.
Back In The Day: Johnny Rasta (Shivers) – Saturday @ 10AM
A history of funky music takes listeners on a trip to discover and celebrate classic soul tunes. Each week, the former
club DJ works on a different theme to both entertain and enlighten others to the stories behind this memorable
music.
Remembering Radio: Paul Cargill – Saturday @ 5PM
The show that takes a listen to some of the great radio broadcasts of the past Years before television, radio had been
broadcasting in living color, provided by the pictures in the listener’s mind. Return to those thrilling days of
yesteryear, with American pop culture of a bygone era.

WINTER 2020/SPRING 2021
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LIBRARY
Message from Monona Public Library Director
Library staff at the Monona Public Library have been working hard during this pandemic to provide
as many library services as possible for the Monona Community. We provide curbside service 6 days
a week. Our book drop on the lower level is open 24/7 to allow you to return items at your leisure.
We have virtual programs every week for all ages, from children’s story times to nature programs,
environmental sustainability programs to craft programs, and much more! We have kits that are
available for families to take to build crafts and other STEAM projects. We also have an online
application for those who need a library card to fill out from their homes and get access to library
services.
Through it all, you have shared your appreciation to staff for everything that we do, and I want to
take a moment to thank you. We have missed you all tremendously, and this public library is not the
same without you all in it. We look forward to when the doors can open wide and you can enjoy your
library as you are meant to do. This will happen when it is determined to be safe to do so, based on
data provided by Dane County Public Health.
We can’t wait to see you. Until then, we will do everything in our power to bring you the best service
we can. In the meantime, please contact me at ryan@mononalibrary.org if there are any services that
we currently do not offer that you would like to see. We continue to experiment and look to see how
best to serve you, and your input is vital for this.
Stay safe, stay healthy, and we will see you soon!
Ryan Claringbole, Library Director

CURRENT LIBRARY HOURS FOR CURBSIDE AND COMPUTER
BY APPOINTMENT*
MON,WED,FRI: 2PM-6PM
TUE,THU,SAT: 10AM-2PM
*CHECK THE LIBRARY WEBSITE OR CALL THE LIBRARY AT (608) 216-6127
DURING THE HOURS LISTED TO CHECK FOR UPDATES ON LIBRARY HOURS.

REGISTER FOR PROGRAMS AT MONONALIBRARY.ORG OR
CALL 608-222-6127 DURING OUR SERVICE HOURS FOR MORE INFORMATION
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LIBRARY
WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING
A person who walked by the StoryWalk we have set up outside the library said, "Thank
you! My grandkids will love this!" and another person said, “This is so great! Amazing
idea.”
After receiving help with a question this person said, “I remain amazed, impressed,
grateful...that you offer as many opportunities for kids...virtual...or non-Covid over the
years.”
On our Facebook page one patron said of curbside pickup, "This was so fast and easy
yesterday. Thank you for offering this. I’m so excited to have a new book!"
Another comment on our Facebook page, "Kudos to Monona Library staff for all of your
positive work in providing key services in a safe way!"

Racial Equity Commitment at Monona Library
As an institution we wish to voice our support for Black Lives Matter and to firmly
reject the violence enacted upon minorities at the hands of public authorities and
groups nationwide. Monona Public Library strives to be a safe space where people of
all backgrounds can access the information resources they need. We understand the
profound power of stories to serve as reflections of one's lived experience and as
windows into experiences different from our own. We seek to listen, reflect, and learn
to ensure we effectively serve and support all of our patrons of color. Monona Public
Library commits to anti-racism, and moving forward, we will examine our policies and
practices to ensure we are providing a community and work space that is equitable for
all. We recognize that the library has a long way to go with this, and we will conduct
the necessary staff training and listening, as well as have the library as a forum to
discuss community needs and concerns.

REGISTER FOR PROGRAMS AT MONONALIBRARY.ORG OR
CALL 608-222-6127 DURING OUR SERVICE HOURS FOR MORE INFORMATION

PAGE

20

LIBRARY
MONONA LIBRARY SERVICES
Curbside Pick-Up of Library Items & How to Place Holds in LINKcat
Monona Library is offering curbside pick-up of hold items while we remain closed to the public.
Please check mononalibrary.org for the most updated information about hours and
availability, both for pick-up and for when the library is staffed to answer your questions at 608-2226127.
Schedule of Curbside Pick-Up:
Mondays
2:00pm-6:00pm
Tuesdays
10:00am-2:00pm
Wednesdays 2:00pm-6:00pm
Thursdays
10:00am-2:00pm
Fridays
2:00pm-6:00pm
Saturdays
10:00am-2:00pm
To place holds, visit LINKcat.info and log in with your library card and PIN number. Interlibrary
delivery is operating, but very slowly. It is common for your hold items coming from another
library to take 2-4 weeks to arrive. We appreciate your patience and understanding! The fastest way
to get materials is to search for items currently available at Monona Library. We have a YouTube
video on our channel guiding you through this search if you would like to learn how to limit the
catalog to what is available at Monona Library. The video is titled “How to Search for Materials on
Monona Public Library’s Shelves.”
If you are having any issues placing holds or with curbside pick-up, please contact Circulation
Supervisor Amelia at amelia@mononalibrary.org or 608-216-7454.
Off the Shelf - Let Us Help You!
Looking for some new reads? Let us help you find some! We’ve put together some recommendations
in a variety of categories for adults and children (see the lists below). Just call the library at 608-2226127 during our service hours to reserve a few “surprise” titles in these genres or subject areas.
Library staff can also provide active concierge-level service, including reading synopses of available
titles. We’re happy to even surprise you with something we think you’ll like! We’ll prepare them for
you to pick up curbside. If you have any questions or more specific requests, please contact
Circulation Supervisor, Amelia at amelia@mononalibrary.org.

REGISTER FOR PROGRAMS AT MONONALIBRARY.ORG OR
CALL 608-222-6127 DURING OUR SERVICE HOURS FOR MORE INFORMATION
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LIBRARY
MONONA LIBRARY SERVICES
No Library Card? No Problem!
Click here for information about getting a library card while the building is closed. This will
get you set up with a library card for putting holds on items for curbside pickup and
checking out e-books and e-audiobooks on Libby and Overdrive. You can also use this card
for all the wonderful digital services we have available online- see “Library Resources
Currently Available” for more on this! If you have any questions please contact Amelia at
amelia@mononalibrary.org or 608-216-7454. Share this information with someone you know
who might enjoy using library services right now!
Accessing Library eBooks and eAudiobooks
One of the services that we offer is access to eBooks and eAudiobooks that you can enjoy on
your personal devices, and it is now simpler than ever by using the Libby app. Go to your
app store on your device and search for “Libby, by Overdrive” and download it. From here
you will be prompted to choose your library, starting with South Central Library System.
Next, choose Monona Public Library, and then put your library card number in. Once this is
complete, you will have access to thousands of titles to download and enjoy. Digital copies
are not unlimited; some titles may be checked out, and you can place a Hold on that title and
be notified when it’s available. If you have any questions about getting access to eBooks and
eAudiobooks, please contact Ryan at (608) 216-7458 or ryan@mononalibrary.org.
Digital Resources Currently Available
Some folks are finding that they have more time at home these days to pick up new hobbies or
revisit old ones, do more online research or reading, or learn a new skill. The library has
expanded our digital resource library that you can access with your library card! Check out the
section on our website titled “Library Resources Currently Available” for a complete list! Here are
just a few of the databases available to you:
RBDigital Online Magazines - Missing the library’s many magazine subscriptions and
catching up on the latest? Use your library card to create a free account and browse
magazines on a computer, tablet, or phone. Titles include The New Yorker, Good
Housekeeping, The Week, Vanity Fair, U.S. Weekly, and many more!
Creativebug - This phenomenal service offers video classes taught by creative professionals
in everything from watercolors to sewing to knitting/crocheting. Beautifully shot videos
show you new techniques or teach you totally new skills! They even offer “Camp Creativebug”
for kids as well as 30-day programs to help you make art a daily practice in your life and
generate greater mindfulness.
Transparent Languages - Want to learn Spanish or polish up your Norweigan? This website
offers lessons allowing you to learn a new language from home, with resources for over 100
languages! Lessons range from basic to advanced.
Looking For Something Hands-on to Check Out?
Kits for adults and children are available for loan through the Curbside Pick-up service. Please
call the library at 608-222-6127 during our service hours to request a kit.
Kits for Adults
Memory Kits: select from 5 differently themed totes designed for caregivers of people living
with dementia to create special moments, engage the brain, and help unlock memories.

REGISTER FOR PROGRAMS AT MONONALIBRARY.ORG OR
CALL 608-222-6127 DURING OUR SERVICE HOURS FOR MORE INFORMATION
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LIBRARY
MONONA LIBRARY SERVICES
Kits for Children
Preschoolers, along with their parents and caregivers, will find lots to discover in
each of these kits:
Craft Kits: random items for your child to create something from nothing
Math Kits: 10 kits to learn about counting, shapes, measuring, geometry and
more
Read & Play Packs: a book and a puppet to encourage storytelling
Squishy Circuit Kits: explore fun S.T.E.M. principles
World Language Backpacks: introduce your young one to other languages
One Community, Many Voices
Listen to the stories of your neighbors here
Social Media
Instagram is a great tool for exploring how #mononalibrary tells a story. For
even more information on library events and services available at Monona
Library, check out our website and sign up for our eNewsletter.
Like us on Facebook for information, reviews, and resources! You do not need
to have your own Facebook account in order to view the free, open to the
public, library Facebook page.

1000 Books Before Kindergarten
Raise a reader! This free program encourages you to read 1,000 books with your child before he
or she enters kindergarten! Reading together helps develop important pre-reading skills that
provide a solid reading foundation, which is key to school and learning success. You can
track your child’s progress in our printed booklet or use the 1000 Books Before Kindergarten app
on your mobile device. Learn more here.

REGISTER FOR PROGRAMS AT MONONALIBRARY.ORG OR
CALL 608-222-6127 DURING OUR SERVICE HOURS FOR MORE INFORMATION
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Virtual Programming for December 2020 to May 2021
Monona Public Library hosts a multitude of events for adults, children, tweens, teens, and
families. For the time being, our service model has shifted to provide all virtual programming.
Our events are presented on Facebook Live; held face-to-face-to-face over secure, password
protected Zoom Video Conference; or shared on the Monona Public Library YouTube Channel
and on Monona Community Media Library staff make every effort to ensure programs can be
enjoyed by all. If you have any concerns about accessibility or need to request specific
accommodations, please contact the library.
Digital Platform Details:
Facebook: Facebook Live streams will start around the time the program is scheduled and
most will be archived on Monona Library Facebook Page. You do not need a Facebook
account to view the Monona Library Facebook Page or any of the content we share on
Facebook Live. If you do have an account, please “Like” and “Follow” our Facebook page.
Zoom: Monona Library uses a secure version of Zoom; we provide a link and password to
programs held on Zoom via email in advance of the program. Typically the library will open
the session 10 minutes beforehand to give participants time to get logged on. You do not need
a Zoom account to participate in Monona Library Zoom meetings/programs.
YouTube: You do not need a YouTube account to view Monona Library videos on YouTube.
From YouTube.com, search “Monona Library” in the search bar. Most library videos are
available indefinitely. If you have a YouTube account, please “Subscribe” to our channel and
“Like” our videos.
Teens & Tweens: The majority of Tween and Teen programs use Discord to chat and stream.
Monona Community Media is dedicated to covering the happenings within the city; see
youtube.com/search Monona Community Media to watch Monona related meetings and
some Monona Library programs.
Listen to WVMO, 98.7FM, to hear Monona Library news and great music.

To keep up to date with upcoming events:
Check the Calendar of Events- click on the title of the event to learn the details, including
how to register and details for joining the virtual program.
Visit and "like" the Monona Public Library Facebook page
Visit and "subscribe to" the Monona Public Library Youtube page
Follow us on Instagram
Sign up for our e-newsletter
Contact the Monona Public Library with any questions at 608-222-6127.

REGISTER FOR PROGRAMS AT MONONALIBRARY.ORG OR
CALL 608-222-6127 DURING OUR SERVICE HOURS FOR MORE INFORMATION
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Adult Programs
We continue to provide virtually programs of various topics for you to learn, discover, and enjoy! While the
list below is not exhaustive, it provides a few examples of the types of programs that you can register and
enjoy in the comfort of your own home. The Monona Library staff works to partner with experts and verify
information, so that you know you can trust the information you receive from us. If you have any
suggestions for topics for future programs, please contact Jenna.
Questions about how to use Zoom? You can join the library’s virtual programs using your computer,
smartphone or tablet, or you can listen in via telephone. If you would like to learn how to use Zoom, contact
Jenna, our Adult Services Coordinator, and schedule a one-on-one learning session.
Book Club
Third Friday of each month, beginning in January
The Friday Morning Book Group focuses on thought-provoking and enjoyable reads in a variety of genres,
including both fiction and non-fiction. This is a casual, drop-in group, so please join us when you can! This
book discussion will take place on Zoom, and will be limited to 15 participants. Registration will open 45
days before each session with books distributed through curbside service. If the session is full, please
register for the waitlist so we can assess potential for a second session. Contact Amelia for more
information.
Creativity Course
Second Thursday of each month
Check our website and Facebook page for details! Get crafty from home! Led by local artist Jen
Falkowski, these sessions offer an opportunity to gather and learn new skills and explore creative projects,
all from the comfort and safety of home. From mending fabrics to printmaking and collage, the Online
Creativity Courses will expand over time to offer something for everyone! Program kits are provided and
can be picked up through curbside service.
Eco-Action Tuesdays
Fourth Tuesday of each month, February-October
Explore sustainability topics through inspiring, virtual presentations. You won’t want to miss any of these
presentations! Sponsored by MGE and Winnequah TerraCycle Register in advance by phone or on our
website. 2021 topics include Garden Pests, Eating Lightly on the Land, Trees, Zero Waste with a shampoo
bar workshop, Bat House workshop, Electric Vehicle Update, Missing Middle Housing, Reducing Lawn Areas,
and a special summer sustainability activity for children!
Estate Planning Basics Zoom Presentation
Three-Part Series, dates & times to be announced; check our website and Facebook page for updates! You’ll
learn the basics, benefits, and tax implications of putting your financial ducks in a row now. Attend one or
participate in all three!
Powers of Attorney: What are they, do you need them (yes), and how they work.
Wills and Trusts: A primer on how and why people utilize them for estate planning.
Probate and Intestacy: What happens when someone dies without a will? Who inherits? Plus answer to frequently asked
questions about Probate Court.

Monona Public Library Foundation presents this estate planning series featuring attorneys from Haskins
Short & Brindley in Monona.
History Club- Dates & times to be announced; check our website and Facebook page for updates!
Join the library and the Historic Blooming Grove Historical Society as we explore the rich and fascinating
history of the City of Monona, Blooming Grove, and Eastside of Madison.
REGISTER FOR PROGRAMS AT MONONALIBRARY.ORG OR
CALL 608-222-6127 DURING OUR SERVICE HOURS FOR MORE INFORMATION
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Tween & Teen Programs
You create your space! Due to the pandemic, we have brought programming for tweens and teens into the
virtual realm! We heard that you want opportunities to hang out socially during this time--so that’s what we
will provide! Supporting the social, emotional needs of our teen community is critical during a time when
hanging out with friends is difficult.
Follow us for YA book reviews, library updates, and goofy videos!
TikTok @mononapubliclibrary
Instagram @mononalibraryteens; @mononapubliclibrary
Sign up for programs on the library’s Calendar of Events page!
Technology for Virtual Programs
Discord App: this secure and safe app allows text, voice, and video chat for programs. Access to our programs
are by invite only. Parents may need to help younger users set up an account to get started. Register for an
event, and a day before you will receive instructions to set up Discord and connect to the library’s server.
Microphone: you will need voice chat to participate!
Camera (optional): for some programs, we will be using video/streaming
Hang Out with Tiffany Every Tuesday @ 3:30-4:30
Connect to Discord and hang out with Tiffany, Teen Librarian. Need help finding your next read or want to get
pointed in the right direction for resources related to a project you’re working on? Never fear, Tiffany is here!
And even if you don’t have a library-related question, just stop in to hang out, find out what programs are
coming up, or let’s just play a game online together!
Grab-and-Go Maker Bags
Periodically, we will have maker kits for you to take home and engage in crafts, STEM activities, and
artistic endeavors. You can find updates by following us on social media and checking the Tween and Teen
section of our website! Ages 8-17.
Fall Into STEM First Saturday of the Month
The Fall Into STEM series is designed for ages 8-15 and will feature fun, hands-on activities with YouTube
Video instruction. Registration is required for each event and closes the Monday before the time listed on the
event. Participants will be able to use Monona Library curbside pick-up to get materials for the program. A
link to a video detailing the process for the program will be released via email to participants on Saturday
morning.

Virtual Roblox Club! Dec 12th @ 1-3 PM
Yeah, you read right! Join our Virtual Roblox club to bring your friends to a virtual space to play,
or meet new friends through our club! Roblox games we have played include Adopt Me!, Tycoon, Extreme Hide
and Seek, Work at a Pizza Place, and more! Vote for which game to play at the start of each program in voice
chat. Ages 8-17.
Roblox is a free, online game that teaches kids STEM skills and also encourages collaboration among
friends.
A Roblox and Discord account is needed to participate. Registration Required.

REGISTER FOR PROGRAMS AT MONONALIBRARY.ORG OR
CALL 608-222-6127 DURING OUR SERVICE HOURS FOR MORE INFORMATION

PAGE

26

LIBRARY
Tween & Teen Programs
Virtual Minecraft Club! Dec 26th @1-3 PM
Do you miss your favorite library? We miss you, too! That's why Tiffany, Teen Librarian, has built a replica of
Monona Library in the world of Minecraft for you to visit and reminisce! During our virtual club, you will
embark on adventures, explore vast and magnificent lands, compete for ultra-rare prizes, form your own
villages, and suggest competitions, games, and events! Ages 8-17.
Minecraft Bedrock Edition required to play--unfortunately the mobile version of the game won't work!
Server is accessible on multiple platforms, such as: PC, Nintendo Switch, PlayStation, and XBOX.
This program also requires Discord to play. Details for connecting to the program will be sent the day
before the event to participants. Registration Required.
Virtual Makerspace
We will engage in crafts, art, and STEM in a Virtual Makerspace! Specific programs will be announced on the
library’s calendar of events! Our Virtual Maker Space will take place in Discord over video streaming, and you
will have the opportunity to ask questions if you need help along the way. Dates to be announced. Ages 10-17
.

Children & Families Programs
The Youth Services Department is brainstorming ways to bring you a wide variety of events and
experiences over the next six months. You might find virtual or in-person activities such as these: Play-doh
Playdate; Read with a Dog; LEGO Challenges; storytimes and bilingual storytimes for the family; math
activities; book-related presentations; interactive family activities, small group activities for school-age kids
(S.T.E.A.M. science, math, crafts, etc.); community activities (StoryWalk®, etc), and livestream
performances. Please watch the Calendar of Events, Facebook, and sign up for the eNewsletter to see what
is planned! Here are just a few of the programs we are offering whether the doors of the library are open or
closed.
Reading Adventures!
Keep your eyes open for fall and winter reading fun with prizes! Check the Monona Public Library website
for details.
Zoom Practice Sessions
We will use the Zoom platform to host many children’s events. Zoom works in most web browsers, and
there is also a free app for your desktop computer or mobile device. Would you like to make an
appointment to practice connecting through Zoom? Contact youth@mononalibrary.org or watch for
scheduled practice sessions on our Calendar of Events.

Take & Make Kits
We will have craft kits for you to take home and engage in creative crafts and simple S.T.E.A.M. activities.
You can find updates by following us on social media and checking the Children’s & Family section of the
website!
S.T.E.A.M.
Saturday the Online Version! Fun Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, & Math tailored activities for
children in Kindergarten - 5th Grade! Each month we will explore a new topic. Explore S.T.E.A.M. activities
using supplies from around the house or request a S.T.E.A.M. Kit to pick up from the library. Limited
supplies. First come, first served. Check the Monona Library YouTube page for instructions. If you have
questions, please email youth@mononalibrary.org or call 608-222-6127.
REGISTER FOR PROGRAMS AT MONONALIBRARY.ORG OR
CALL 608-222-6127 DURING OUR SERVICE HOURS FOR MORE INFORMATION
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Read with a Dog on Zoom. 3rd Monday of the Month-December 21,
January 18, February 15, March 15, April 19
Children who are independent readers read out loud to a Reading
Education Assistance Dog. Register for a 15 minute reading slot
from 4:30 to 5:45pm. This Zoom event is password protected with a
waiting room so only one child at a time is admitted based on
registration.
Children’s Storytimes & Virtual Events
Find details for dates and times of storytimes here. Our goal is to
provide parents an opportunity to introduce their children to
reading and language in a fun way. Storytime sparks a child's desire
for good books and can help stretch their attention span, improve
listening skills, and promote the public library as an enjoyable place
where learning is fun. Talk, Play, Sing, Read, Write! Join the Monona
Library Kids Facebook Group for storytimes, family fun events,
ideas for science, math and crafts, and interesting links for families
with children ages birth through grade 4. Kids Facebook Group
Winter Break Origami Series for all ages! December 28-31
Take your origami skills to the next level with this 4 day virtual
origami series! After registering, you will be contacted about
picking up your origami paper supplies and instruction sheets.
YouTube Video links will be sent to the email provided. Each day of
the series, increasingly more difficult origami creations will be
shared. By the end of the series you will have created 5 unique
origami designs and will have the skills to make countless more
amazing creations! Origami paper will be provided for this series.
Supplies will be limited, register to pick up your supplies now!
Nature Explorers- December 7 and January 4 at 5:15pm
“Send them to bed with nature in their head.” Karen Wendt invites
various guest presenters to entertain families with children's books
and activities about nature and wildlife on the first Monday of the
month. Get your PJs on, curl up on the couch, and join us online!
Each month we will have ideas for self-directed activities with a
visit from a local nature activity center.

REGISTER FOR PROGRAMS AT MONONALIBRARY.ORG OR
CALL 608-222-6127 DURING OUR SERVICE HOURS FOR MORE INFORMATION
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Jim Gill! Play, Grow, Read Party! January 9, 2021 10:00am
Please watch the Calendar of Events or contact <youth@mononalibrary.org> or
details about the event. 1000 Books Graduation Ceremony for families with young
children. Sponsored by the Monona Library Foundation. Jim Gill is known as a
musician and author but he is also, by training, a child development specialist with
a graduate degree from the Erikson Institute of Chicago. Because of his studies, his
goal has always been to promote active play between adults and children with his
music.
StoryWalk® Project
A story walk activity combines the joy of reading with your child with the benefits
of being active outdoors. As you walk along the path, discover the story unfolding
page after page! The Lussier Family Heritage Center has teamed up with the
Monona Public Library, to create a permanent StoryWalk® on the prairie trails
surrounding the Lussier Family Heritage Center, 3101 Lake Farm Road, Madison.
The StoryWalk® will have a new book on display each month. Concurrently,
Monona Library has a StoryWalk® along our sidewalk. Be sure to check
mononalibrary.org or LussierHeritageCenter.com for updates. The StoryWalk®
Project was created by Anne Ferguson of Montpelier, VT, and developed in
collaboration with the Vermont Bicycle & Pedestrian Coalition and the KelloggHubbard Library.
Offline & Online Activities for Children and Families

REGISTER FOR PROGRAMS AT MONONALIBRARY.ORG OR
CALL 608-222-6127 DURING OUR SERVICE HOURS FOR MORE INFORMATION
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SENIOR CENTER
What you need to know about Monona Senior Center during the pandemic.
Each of us is navigating through each day, week and month of this pandemic at a different pace. We currently
offer opportunities for up to 10 people at a time indoors.
Your Senior Center staff are in the office Monday–Friday from 8:30–4:30 to answer questions and share
resources. You are welcome to make an appointment to stop in and find a book or puzzle, shop in the Craft
Market or purchase greeting cards. Remember to call in advance at 222-3415 to coordinate a time when few
others are in the building.
We are here to help. Please let us know what you need.
Social isolation is a real, and serious issue, and getting through the winter may be difficult. Please reach out if
you need someone to talk to or have other concerns so you can stay well.
The Monona Senior Citizens Committee meets as needed at the Monona
Community Center. If you’re interested in serving on the Senior Committee, have
questions about the board or have an item for the agenda, please call 222.3415.
Diane Mikelbank, Senior Center Director, dmikelbank@ci.monona.wi.us (center)
Lori Chapman, Project Assistant, lchapman@ci.monona.wi.us (right)
Lisa Brooks, Program Coordinator, lbrooks@ci.monona.wi.us (left)
For more information on our programs, call 222.3415

Virtual Classes and Sessions:
There are several ways to connect with others every week through Zoom. These classes are
held regularly. See mymonona.com for more details or call 222-3415.
Tai Chi Balance - Virtual – Mondays at 11:00 a.m.

Tai Chi Balance is a body-mind-spirit practice offered by certified Tai Chi
Instructor Jody Curley, featuring Tai Chi and Qigong movements and breathing
practices for balance. Movements can be done standing or seated. Have a chair
nearby to use during this class.

Mindful Movement - Virtual – Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m.

MM is a gentle movement class designed for all ability levels, allowing you to
find your own pace and intensity. A simple, yet effective practice focuses on
body awareness and joint mobility to encourage oxygen and blood flow, increase
vitality, release unhealthy tension, and promote balance and self-awareness.

Chair Yoga on Zoom - Virtual - Thursdays at 10:00 a.m.

For anyone who has ever hesitated to try yoga because of the challenge of
getting down onto the mat or doing standing poses, a chair becomes your mat
for this class. Beginner to advanced, each pose will be presented in multiple
levels of flexibility.

Coffee and Conversation - Virtual – Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m.

WINTER 2020/SPRING 2021
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Ballroom Basics for Balance – Virtual

Wednesday, Jan. 13–Feb. 17 from 1:30–2:30 p.m.
Cost for entire course:
$35.00 (financial assistance available – call 222-3415)
Ballroom Basics for Balance provides intergenerational and accessible balance and falls prevention
classes by inspiring creative movement experiences that fit into the culture of each community.
Our curriculum is based on the best therapeutic principles of balance and falls prevention. We
bring people of diverse backgrounds together to celebrate the joy and wisdom of movement
through dance, art, and music and share motivating tools to improve self-efficacy and confidence to
promote a healthy and safe society.
A free demo class is being offered on December 16 at 1:30 p.m.
Call 222-3415 if you need assistance with registering.

In-Person Social/Support Gatherings
In-person offerings are limited and will be limited to 10 people at a
time. We follow Dane County Health’s guidelines for safety at all
gatherings. Masks are required and no refreshments will be provided.

How To Zoom Class – In
Person
Everybody’s zooming! Zoom
meetings are offered so often right
now, if you don’t know or aren't
comfortable with this technology,
you may feel left behind. We offer
an in-person class that will show you
the basics of using Zoom to connect
with others. Bring your portable
device (iPad, cell phone, tablet) and
we can help you get set up. Masks
are required. Let us know what
device you will be bringing!
Other in-person social/support
gatherings include:
Veterans Group
Craft Group
Quilters
Movies
Shop local- Monona Senior Center
Craft Market offers beautiful handmade items at very reasonable
prices.

WINTER 2020/SPRING 2021
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SENIOR CENTER
NewBridge Madison Offers Services
During Covid-19
Case Management
Case managers are available by phone at (608) 512-0000 and by email
info@newbridgemadison.org to help older adults connect to available
resources.

Food Bridge Delivery
Groceries from a food pantry are delivered to the older adult’s
door by a volunteer and continued when needed.

Necessity Kit Delivery
Necessity kits will be delivered to the older adult’s door by a
volunteer. Kits may contain depending on availability: toilet paper,
soap, cleaning supplies, shampoo, toiletries, etc.
Funded in part by Madison Community Foundation.

Bridge Buddies – Friendly Callers
Volunteers are matched with older adults to do safety-check
calls and/or friendly social calls.

Cloth Face Mask Delivery
One reusable, handmade mask will be delivered to the older adult's door
by a volunteer upon availability.

Take-Out Meals
Meals are available to pick up at the following locations for older adults
60+. While there is no charge for these meals, donations are accepted via
mail to NewBridge, 1625 Northport Dr. #125, Madison 53704. Call to order
Monday-Friday, 8:00 am-4:00 pm. Orders are due by Thursday 10:00 am
the week prior. Call 512-0000.

WINTER 2020/SPRING 2021

PAGE

32

PARKS & RECREATION
Covid-19 Precautions & Expectations
At Monona Parks & Rec, the health and safety of our customers and staff is a top priority. This
winter/spring you can expect to see these safety measures at our programs and facilities to
help keep everyone in our community safe.
FACILITIES & EQUIPMENT
Physical distancing of 6 feet in common areas and program spaces, including outdoors
Clear barriers at the reception desks
Hand sanitizer available at all programs
A clean facility: all areas of the facility are cleaned daily, high touch surfaces are disinfected
multiple times throughout the day
Shared equipment will be limited and cleaned after each use
Drinking fountains are open; however, we ask that you fill a bottle rather than drink from the
fountain
Furniture sanitized daily in the waiting areas
Building access limited to program participants and staff
Changes to entrances and exits to limit traffic in common spaces
STAFF
All staff wearing face coverings in indoor facilities
Fewer administrative staff in the facility each day
Staff trained in health and hygiene procedures
PARTICIPANTS
We need help from you, our customers and participants, to keep everyone safe. We request that
everyone who enters a Monona Park & Rec facility follows these guidelines:
Wear a cloth face covering or mask into the facility. Face coverings are required indoors and
recommended, but not required, for outdoor activities.
Enter the building just before your start time and leave promptly at the end of the program.
Wash hands or use hand sanitizer on entry into the building.
Give other customers and staff 6 feet of space in rooms and common areas.
Only registered participants may enter the building. Youth participants should be dropped
off at the entrance. Visitors and accompanying individuals should wait outside.
Come dressed for your program; changing facilities are not available. Continue to bring clean
shoes to fitness/dance classes.
Bring a water bottle to class and leave food at home or in your vehicle.
Observe indoor traffic patterns; exits and entrances may be different.
Stay home if you are feeling sick or have any symptoms, even minor, of COVID-19, including:
fever, cough, shortness of breath, difficulty breathing, fatigue, muscle or body aches,
headache, new loss of taste or smell, sore throat, congestion or runny nose, nausea, vomiting
or diarrhea.
DISCLAIMER

Please note, all programming listed in this guide may not accurately show all available
activities. Content listed here is subject to change due to Covid-19 regulations and
participant interest. Please check out our online recreation guide here, for the most up-todate program offerings.
WINTER 2020/SPRING 2021
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PARKS & RECREATION
Youth Indoor Programming
Kids’ Boot Camp

INDOOR SAFETY POLICY REQUIREMENTS
• Masks are required.
• Equipment is disinfected before the start of
each class and is not shared during class with
other participants.
• 6ft physical distance must be practiced.

Keep ‘em moving! While kids are subjected to so much virtual learning these days, the best balance is to
get out of the house to move their bodies This boot camp will do just that. With social distance
guidelines in place, your child will jump, lunge, run and more to get the wiggles out, and to stay in
shape. Sign up now!
Location: Community Center, Main Hall
Cost: $40/R; $50/NR

Day
Sun
Sun
Sun
Sun

Date
Jan 10-Jan 31
Jan 10-Jan 31
Feb 7-Feb 28
Feb 7-Feb 28

Time
2:00-2:45pm
3:00-3:45pm
2:00-2:45pm
3:00-3:45pm

Age
5-7
8-10
5-7
8-10

Session
Winter II
Winter II
Winter III
Winter III

Winter Youth Dance
Give your child the gift of dance this winter! Classes are held at the Monona Community Center under
the guidance of our dance instructors. Learn in a fun and supportive environment. Class descriptions
and times are detailed below.
Location: Community Center, Lounge Room
Cost: $65/R; $75/NR

Day
Sat
Sat
Sat
Sat

Date
Jan 9-Mar 13
Jan 9-Mar 13
Jan 9-Mar 13
Jan 9-Mar 13

Time
Age
9:00-9:30am
3&4
9:45-10:15am
5–7
10:30-11:00am 5–7
11:15-11:45am
10-14

Class
Ballet
Ballet
Hip-Hop
Dance Team Skills & Drills

Sun
Sun
Sun
Sun

Jan 10-Mar 14
Jan 10-Mar 14
Jan 10-Mar 14
Jan 10-Mar 14

9:00-9:30am
9:45-10:15am
10:30-11:00am
11:15-11:45am

Ballet
Ballet
Boys’ Hip-Hop
Hip-Hop

3&4
5–7
7–9
8-12

ONE DAY ART CLASSES (AGES 6-10)
Location: Virtual Zoom and Community Center, Main Hall
Cost: $10/R; $15/NR

Virtual Winter Wonderland arts & crafts, Sat Dec 5 11:00–12:30 pm
Glitter, cotton balls for snowmen, snow scenes and more! Come enjoy creating art with winter as
our inspiration.
Virtual Ornament making, Sat Dec 12 11:00-12:30 pm
The name says it all: Ornament making for gifts, your holiday tree, your window, or maybe just
because you want to make something special. Instructor is there to help guide you; all materials
supplied.
Cookies in a jar, Sat Dec 19 11:00-12:30 pm
YUM. Give someone the gift to create something yummy. Create a cookie in a jar for a friend,
family member, or for yourself. Ingredients and jars provided for 3 different cookies.
Creating comics, Sat Jan 9 11:00-12:30 pm
Do your child have a story to tell; pictures of the characters or super heroes in his/her head? Sign
them up for this Creating Comics class and they will learn to put it on paper in comic book form.
WINTER 2020/SPRING 2021
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Youth Outdoor Programming
Outdoor Adventure Club

Learn and practice outdoor adventure skills such as orienteering, fire-making, and fort-building.
Each session is designed around a specific theme or skill, and lessons and activities are tailored to
meet the interests and abilities of the students in a way that encourages them to explore, learn,
and grow.
Location: Dream Park Shelter
Cost:$40-$50

Dates
Dec 4-18
Jan 8-29
Feb 5-26

Grade: 3-6

Days
Fri
Fri
Fri

Time
3:30-5:00pm
3:30-5:00pm
3:30-5:00pm

Session
Winter I
Winter II
Winter III

Playground Play

From nature hikes and scavenger hunts to playground play and kickball, your child(ren) will spend
the afternoon engaged and entertained. All activities take place under expert supervision, allowing
your children to make friends in a safe and welcoming environment. This program will be
completely outdoors so please send your child(ren) in appropriate attire that can withstand all
weather conditions.
Location: Dream Park Playground
Cost: $40

Dates
Dec 1-29
Jan 5-28
Feb 2-25

Grades: 1-4

Days
Tues/Thurs
Tues/Thurs
Tues/Thurs

Time
3:15-4:30pm
3:15-4:30pm
3:15-4:30pm

Session
Winter I
Winter II
Winter III

Fornite –No Fortday!

Come spend the day building snow-forts with friends! Come help build #snowfortcity! We will have
buckets, shovels, sleds, and spray bottles to moisten the powdery snow into buildable forms limited
only by the imagination, physics, and personal cold tolerance. No snow, no problem, we'll just make
stick forts!
Location: Dream Park Shelter
Cost: $15

Date
Jan 16
Jan 16

Days
Sat
Sat

Time
11:00am-12:30pm
1:00-2:30pm

WINTER 2020/SPRING 2021
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Learn to Snowshoe for ALL
Have you ever wanted to try snowshoeing? Join in on the classes
to learn special snowshoeing techniques and participate in fun
activities along a guided trail. Don’t have snowshoes? Monona
Parks & Recreation can provide snowshoes to be used at these
lessons. If you would like to use a pair, please indicate when
registering.
Location: Winnequah Dream Park
Cost: $50

Day
Wed
Thu
Sat
Sat
Wed
Thu
Sat
Sat

Date
Time
Jan 6-27 3:30-4:30pm
Jan 7-28 3:45-4:45pm
Jan 9-30 9:00-10:00am
Jan 9-30 10:15-11:15am
Feb 3-24 3:30-4:30pm
Feb 4-25 3:30-4:30pm
Feb 6-27 9:00-10:00am
Feb 6-27 10:15-11:15am

Ages
5-7
8-12
Adult
Family
5-7
8-12
Adult
Family

Session
Winter I
Winter I
Winter I
Winter I
Winter II
Winter II
Winter II
Winter II

Adult Programming

Adult Running Club

We don't know about you, but we're staying outside this winter! Nothing is better than a good run. Please
join us as we learn the ins and outs of being a runner, and enjoy some nice conversation and camaraderie as
we jog along together.
Location: Schluter Park
Cost:$50

Day
Tue/Thu
Tue/Thu
Tue/Thu

Date
Dec 1-29
Jan 5-28
Feb 2-25

Time
5:30–6:45pm
5:30–6:45pm
5:30–6:45pm

Session
Winter I
Winter II
Winter III

Woodland Walks (age 18+)

One of our beautiful parks awaits us for a walk/hike. There are trails up, down and around this nicely wooded
area so close to home. We would love for you to join us for our Woodland Walks series. Dress for warmth,
with a waterproof shoe.
Location: Woodland Park
Cost:$10

Dates
Dec 13
Jan 17
Feb 21

Days
Sun
Sun
Sun

Time
11:00 am-12:30pm
11:00 am-12:30pm
11:00 am-12:30pm

Woofs & Walks (age 18+)

This is meetup group is for humans who are owned by their four-legged friends and proud of it. We value the
relationships we have with our dogs and we enjoy getting out and being active with them. All pets must be
non-dog reactive.
Location: Schluter Park

Dates
Nov 28 – Dec 19
Jan 9 – 30
Feb 6 – 27

Days
Sat
Sat
Sat

Time
1:00-2:30pm
1:00-2:30pm
1:00-2:30pm
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Get out on the Water!
Boat Launch Sites and Permits
The City of Monona offers three lake access launch sites for your use:
Lottes Park
Tonyawatha Park
Winnequah Trail
Seasonal launch permits (valid at all Dane County, City of Madison, and City of Monona launch sites) are available at
Monona City Hall, Monona Community Center and West Marine. Daily launch permits are also available at each site.
Fees paid in Monona help fund improvements to boat launches in Monona, including new docks and dredging of the
landing areas. Permits for the 2021 boating season will be available starting on March 1.
Boat Launch Permit Fees:
Annual Resident (Dane County)–$40
Annual Non-Resident–$50
Daily (at launch site)–$8
Disabled Annual Pass–$21
Duplicate / Replacement–$18
Senior Citizen Resident Annual Pass (Dane County)–$21
Senior Citizen Non-Resident Annual Pass–$28
Canoe/Kayak Rack Rental
Store your canoe or kayak at one of four convenient locations for access to beautiful Lake Monona.
Frostwoods Beach-16 spaces
Grand Crossing Park-16 spaces
Healy Lane-16 spaces
Lottes Park–16 spaces
Schluter Park–16 spaces
Tonyawatha Trail Boat Launch-8 spaces
Spaces on each rack can be leased for the boating season, April 1–October 31. Fees per space are $125/season for
Monona residents and $275/season for non-Monona residents. Applications for the 2021 season open January 4.
Renewal applications are due by Friday, March 5.
New kayak rack rentals will be determined by a lottery system. All those interested in a rack space must complete a
registration for the lottery drawing. Lottery applications are due Friday, March 19 for Monona residents. If space
allows, we will accept non-resident lottery applications from Wednesday, March 24–Wednesday, March 31. For
those awarded a rack space, payment is required before storage can take place. For more information, call our office
at 222-4167.
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Monona Bank RiverRink at Grand Crossing Park is Monona’s winter
wonderland. Enjoy Dane County's newest regional destination for
recreational skating every day, including all holidays. Please note: skate
time reservations will open November 15th.
Per Dane County’s safety guidelines, things have changed in order to keep
all visitors safe during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Health and Safety
New this Year: Ice-skating at Monona Bank RiverRink is now a fully
outdoor experience. We are also implementing:
Enhanced cleaning protocol: high contact surfaces will be sanitized
throughout the day.
Contactless payment: advance online booking or visiting the Monona
Community Center to purchase your tickets is now required for all rink
reservations.
Skate sessions: to reduce capacity on The Rink and give more visitors a
chance to skate, skate time will be booked per timed session.
Masks: all visitors must wear face coverings over their noses and
mouths for the duration of their visit to The Rink.
We’ve spent the summer working hard to plan for the safe execution of
Monona Bank RiverRink during the Covid-19 pandemic, and we're excited
to welcome you all back!

Monona Bank RiverRink Facility Rental
Book Your Party or Group Rental with Monona Bank RiverRink! Rentals
include admission and skate rental for up to 25 people. Payment is due at
the time the reservation is made. All reservations must be made at least 2
weeks prior to the event. Per Dane County’s safety guidelines, things have
changed in order to keep all visitors safe during the COVID-19 pandemic.

WINTER 2020/SPRING 2021

click me to see programming details!

Skate Lessons
Learn to Skate
Intro to Synchro
Power Skate
Jumps & Spins
Hockey
Sticks & Skates
Intro to Hockey
Intro to Pillow Polo
RiverRink Season Pass
Family pass with skate
rentals
Family pass without skate
rentals
Individual pass with skate
rentals
Individual pass without
skate rentals
Pre-Purchased Rink Rentals
Reservation required for
open skate
Reserve your spot
starting Nov 15 for
Nov 25-Dec 23
Hour and a half rental
slots
Fee with no skate rental:
$4/R or $5/NR
Fee with skate rental:
$9/R or $10/NR
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Community Special Events
Holiday Light Show
Celebrate the season with lights! String them up on your trees, house, bushes etc. The more
creative the display the better. We hope this event will light up your December and brings lots
of joy. Voting for the best display adds a little fun to this holiday event. You will receive one
"Holiday Light Show" sign that must be displayed in your yard for voting purposes. Entries will
be judged on originality, quality, and design.
• $5/entry
• All entries must be received by 12:00 pm on Wednesday, December 9 to be entered
• Supply pick-up will be held in the Dream Park parking lot on Saturday, December 12
• Entries will be displayed on your personal lawn December 19 – December 27
The rules are simple
1. Be creative.
2. Think outside the box.
3. Have FUN.
4. Your display and sign must be visible from the street.

No-snow Snowman Show

Everyone is invited to participate in Monona’s inaugural "No-snow Snowman Show." Design
a snowman or snowman scene depicting anything you can dream up. The use of bright
colors and unique materials is encouraged. This snowman does not have to be made out of
SNOW. Entries will be judged on originality, quality, and design. The more people that
participate, the more fun this contest will be! Individuals, families, businesses and
organizations are encouraged to enter.
All entries will receive 1 top hat, 1 carrot, a scarf and 1 No-snow Snowman Show sign. A
story of the snowman display and display title, along with your Snowman Show sign are
required at each display.
Entries will be displayed on your personal lawn, business property, or in Winnequah
Park January 23 – January 31.
All entries must be received by 12:00 pm on Wednesday, January 13 to be entered into
the contest.
Supply pick-up will be held in the Dream Park parking lot on Saturday, January 16.
Your work will be displayed outdoors, so please use sturdy materials. Your snowman
must be durable and able to withstand Wisconsin’s weather, including sun, wind, snow
and rain.
Use care in choosing your materials.
The public will judge the Snowmen and vote online. Categories include Best Business
display, Best Residential display, Best Scene, Best Snowman Story and People's Choice.
Each entry can win only one category. Winners will be contacted directly and announced
on the Monona Parks & Recreation Facebook page.

Business Bingo

Support, shop, and stay local this holiday season. Our local Monona
businesses need our community, so Monona Parks & Recreation partnered
with MESBA to bring you our Monona Business Bingo. Go to specific
businesses to collect your stamps. Each bingo winner gets a prize and there
will be one grand finalist! Check out our website for more details on how to
participate.
WINTER 2020/SPRING 2021
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FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK, TWITTER, & INSTAGRAM

