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PLAYGROWREAD!

1000 Books

Before Kindergarten
An Early Literacy Reading Program

Monona Public Library

1000
Nichols
Road,
WI before
What is early literacy? Early literacy
is what
children know
aboutMonona
reading and writing
www.mononalibrary.org
they can actually read and write. Research
shows that children get ready to read years before
they start school. You can help your child learn important skills now so he or she can become
a good reader.
The concept is simple and the rewards are priceless. Read a book (any book) to your child.
The goal is to read 1,000 books before your precious one starts kindergarten. Does it sound
hard? It is not! If you read just one book to your child each night, you will have read 365 books
in one year, 730 books in two years, and over 1,000 books in just three years.
Studies have shown that families who start reading aloud to their children at birth help
strengthen language skills and build vocabulary—two important tools when children begin
learning to read in kindergarten.
The Monona Public Library is here to help you reach your goal. The key is perseverance.
When you reach a milestone, bring your child to the library for a small reward.
Make reading every day exciting!
Sincerely,
Monona Public Library Staff and The Friends of the Monona Public Library

monona public library
1000 Nichols Road, Monona WI | 608-222-6127 | www.mononalibrary.org
Hours: Monday–Wednesday 9am to 8pm, Thursday & Friday 9am to 6pm,
Saturday 9am-5pm, Sunday 1pm to 5pm (September through May)
Contact: Youth Services (608) 222-6127, youth@mononalibrary.org

This is your child’s very own Monona Public Library Woodland Animals Reading Log.

Child’s Name:_______________________________________________________
Your child’s first attempts at writing will not look much like words and sentences, but first
lines and scribbled markings are helping your child get ready to learn the ABCs.
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Getting Ready to Read:

Early Literacy and 1000 Books Before Kindergarten
Why is early literacy important?
The development of language and literacy
skills begins at birth. Children exposed to
literacy in their first five years have a greater
chance of becoming better readers and writers
than their peers who lack this exposure.
There are five simple but powerful practices
you can use to help your child get ready to
read: talking, singing, reading, writing, and
playing. By using these practices, you will
be giving your child the early literacy skills
needed for success in reading when he or
she starts school. You will help your child
play, grow, and get ready to read.
EARLY LITERACY SKILLS
Early Literacy What children know about
communication, language (verbal and nonverbal), reading, and writing before they can
actually read or write.

Vocabulary Knowing the names of things,
feelings, concepts, and ideas. Learning the
meanings of new words.
Background Knowledge Prior knowledge
(what children already know) includes general
knowledge they have gained through
experiences, conceptual thinking, book
knowledge, story structure, and use of books.
Print Awareness Understanding the meaning
of words, in both books and the world around
us. Knowing how to identify the author and
title of a book and read it from left to right.
Letter Knowledge Learning the names and
shapes of the letters of the alphabet is the
first step to reading; letters have names and
represent sounds. Start by identifying the
shapes you see in the world around you;
start with basic shapes (circle, square, oval…).

Phonological Awareness The ability to hear
and play with the smaller sounds in words.

Parks and Places to See Woodland Animals
Reading teachers suggest that one way to help children get ready to read is to take them on outings
and talk about everything you see. Conversations build vocabulary and prepare children for reading
and school. Exploring the outdoors is an opportunity for children to actively engage in learning.
Aldo Leopold Nature Center and Monona
Woodland Park
aldoleopoldnaturecenter.org
Capital Springs State Recreation Area
dnr.wi.gov/topic/parks/name/capsprings
Edna Taylor Conservation Park
www.cityofmadison.com/parks/parks/park.
cfm?id=1159
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Monona Parks & Recreation Department
mymonona.com/437/Parks
Madison Parks & Recreation Department
cityofmadison.com/parks/
Cottage Grove Parks & Recreation Department
village.cottage-grove.wi.us/151/ParksRecreation-Forestry
Dane County Parks Division
danecountyparks.com

Program Steps
1. Register at the Monona Public Library, and take home your Woodland
Animals Reading Log or record books on the 1000 Books app.
(Choose Monona Public Library as your home library.)
2. Get your child’s photo taken by a library staff person for our display (optional).
3. Check out books! Tell all your friends about this program!
4. Read, read, read! Track your reading. Each time you read a book with your child,
fill in a tree on the reading log.
5. Try an early literacy activity from your reading log.
6. Come back and do step #3 often!
7.

Show us your Reading Log. For every 100 books you read, bring in your
Reading Log and receive a sticker for the Library 100 Books Tree and a stamp
for your child’s Reading Log!

8. Cool Prizes! Watch your reading log for a note about special prizes.
9. Read More Books! When you reach 1,000 books, your child will receive a brand
new picture book, a certificate, and other prizes!
10. Congratulations, you have finished! You can be happy that
you did all you could to get your child ready to read!

Credits
Adapted From: 1000 Books Before Kindergarten 1000booksbeforekindergarten.org.
Sponsored By: The Monona Public Library Foundation.
Originally Sponsored By: The Friends of the Monona Public Library & Abbie Loomis.
Designed By: Karen Wendt, Youth Services Coordinator; Karlyn Spevacek, UW Madison SLIS;
Amy Babula, graphic designer; Rob Smithson, proofreader; Cristie Guevara, woodland animal graphics.
This woodland animals theme was inspired by the beautiful quilt created for Monona Library by Barbara Gregory.
Early Literacy Sources: www.earlylit.net, www.readingrockets.org.
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Frequently Asked Questions
What is 1000 Books Before Kindergarten?

What if I have more than one eligible child?

This is a free program that encourages parents
to read 1,000 books with their child before he
or she enters Kindergarten—a goal experts
say children need to help them learn to read
for themselves. One of the best ways to
encourage learning is to spend time sharing
books every day. Reading together helps
develop important pre-reading and writing
skills that provide a solid reading foundation—
a key to school and learning success.
And, sharing stories together is fun!

You can sign up more than one child in
your family. You might ask, “May I count a
book read to multiple siblings at the same
time toward each child’s 1,000 book count?”
Absolutely! In fact, studies have shown that
reading as a family provides a great opportunity
for bonding.

How does it work?
Read just one book a night to your child and
you will have read 365 books in a year, 730
books in two years, and 1,095 books in three
years. Read to your child every day and color
a tree in the Woodland Animals Reading Log
for every book. It is okay to read the same
book more than one time and record it
in your Reading Log over and over! Count
books read to your child at home, storytimes,
daycare, preschool, and 4K, or by friends and
family! Collect cool prizes as you go through
the program folder.
When can we start?
Anytime! And you can take as long as you
need to complete the program, provided
your child is not yet attending Kindergarten.
Who can participate?
Any child who has not yet started five-year-old
kindergarten can join the program—even
newborns! We welcome all area families. You
do not need to live in Monona to participate.
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How do I register my child?
Simply complete registration at the Monona
Public Library. A family may have more than
one child participating at one time. You will
receive a packet of instructions and a Reading
Log for each child who registers.
What if my child is close to starting
Kindergarten?
• One book every night for three years =
1,095 books!
• Ten books each week for two years =
1,040 books!
• Twenty books each week for one year =
1,040 books!
Your child has until the completion of his or
her first year of Kindergarten to complete
the program.
Does my child need to have a library card?
No, but we encourage you and your child
to obtain free library cards so that you may
check out books to enjoy together.
Questions? Contact the library at
608-222-6127 or Karen@mononalibrary.org.

DIY Keepsake Page!
Trace your child’s hand at the start of the 1000 Books program and again at the end, as a keepsake.
See how your child has grown! He/she is not only growing taller, but also getting his or her
brain ready for reading! You might also choose to put a photograph of your child in the box
next to the handprint.

start

finish
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Resources

Children’s Cooperative Book Center
Website (CCBC)
ccbc.education.wisc.edu
Notable Children’s Books from American
Library Association
www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/
notalists/ncb
100 Greatest Children’s Books in the Last
100 Years, The New York Public Library
www.nypl.org/childrens100

“From Six Skills to Five Practices”
http://www.earlylit.net/handouts-and-activities/
NAEYC For Families
https://families.naeyc.org/learning-anddevelopment
Get Ready to Read!
www.youtube.com/watch?v=HazdsDo-Fvw
Eek! Environmental Education for Kids!
dnr.wi.gov/org/caer/ce/eek/critter/index.htm

100 Greatest Children’s Books of All Time—
Children’s Books Guide
childrensbooksguide.com/top-100

Early Literacy Storytimes @ Your Library:
Partnering with Caregivers for Success by Saroj
Nadkarni Ghoting, Pamela Martin-Díaz.

Reading is Fundamental (RIF)
https://www.rif.org/literacy-central

Book Smart: How to Develop and Support
Successful, Motivated Readers by Anne E.
Cunningham, Ph. D. and Jamie Zibulsky, Ph.D.

Reading Rockets
www.readingrockets.org/audience/parents
Every Child Ready to Read.
www.everychildreadytoread.org

1000 Books Before Kindergarten App
The 1000 Books Before Kindergarten App is now live in the app store, available
for both Apple and Android products. The app is a convenient way for you to
track your children’s reading progress throughout the program.
Synced with Google books, it is now easier than ever to search
and add books to your child’s collection.
Started the program on paper? Never fear! Stop by the
Monona Library Youth Services Department and one of the
friendly librarians will be happy to help catch the app up.
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Try This! Sing With Your Child
Singing—which also includes rhyming—increases children’s awareness of, and sensitivity to,
the sounds in words. This helps prepare children to decode print (written language).
Early Literacy Tip:
Singing slows down language
so children can hear the
smaller sounds
in words.

Phonological Awareness Tip:
Singing helps children hear
smaller sounds in words
because words are drawn out.
Children hear each syllable
because there is a different
note for each syllable.

Vocabulary Tip:
Songs have words not heard
in everyday conversation
with young children. Many
songs help children with
concepts such as opposites,
sizes, and shapes.

THINGS TO DO WITH YOUR BABY (0 to 1 year old)
• Use natural repetition of words and actions
in songs to let your baby hear the same word
over and over, and to help him learn what
actions are coming next.

• Sing to your baby about your day or things
you see while on a walk! Singing to your baby
helps him understand syllables of words.

THINGS TO DO WITH YOUR TODDLER (1 to 3 years old)
• Sing about what catches your child’s interest—
Whether it is a “made-up” song or a wellknown children’s tune, follow your child’s
lead and sing something that encourages
him to participate with you.

• Be face to face—This allows your child to
make eye contact with you, and learn from
your facial expressions, actions, and words.
• Sing slowly—This helps your child hear the
words and learn the actions.

THINGS TO DO WITH YOUR PRESCHOOLER (3 to 5 years old)
• Play with rhythm and rhyme. If you are just
getting comfortable singing with your child,
you can try saying a song in a rhythmic way.
Clap as you say the song.
• Start with the whole song. Children learn
songs best when they hear the entire song
from beginning to end, several times. Do not
break down the song into phrases to teach

it; this confuses children. Sing it and do not
worry if they cannot sing along. They are
listening and will join in when they are ready.
• Use your hands. The finger and hand motions
that are used to illustrate a song fascinate
children. Often, a child who is uncomfortable
with singing might be willing to go through
the motions of the song with you.
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Wisconsin Woodland Animals
Reading Log

Books 1 through 100

For each book that is read to your child, by anyone, color in one tree.

Our Favorite Titles This Month Were:
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

Stop in for a
special prize!

When you complete this page, bring
in your reading log to get a stamp!
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Congratulations!
You read 100 books!

You have added your first critter to your woodland!

Color the Owl!

Did You Know?
Most owl’s toes have feathers
all the way down to the long,
sharp claw. These feathers
protect the feet from cold and
from tiny ice splinters when
they grab prey under snow.
Talk with your child
about what owls look like,
where they live,
and what they might do!
Nursery Rhyme—
A Wise Old Owl
A wise old owl sat in an oak,
The more he heard, the less
he spoke;
The less he spoke, the more
he heard;
Why aren’t we all like that

Write the word OWL:

wise old bird?

Trace or color in
the word OWL:
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Try This! Talk With Your Child
Talking with children helps them learn oral language, one of the most critical early literacy skills.
The experience of self-expression also stimulates brain development, which underlies all learning.
Early Literacy Tip: Talking in a
way that encourages children
to talk will help your child
understand what she later
reads. Ask what and why
questions and other questions
that cannot be answered with
a yes or no.

Phonological Awareness Tip:
Speak in “parentese” until your
child is around 9 months of
age. She will listen to you
longer and she can hear the
smaller sounds in words more
easily than with adult talk.

Vocabulary Tip: Talk about
feelings throughout the day.
Add new words to what your
child says. Explain words and
give synonyms (words that
mean the same thing). Use
words for ideas (responsibility,
honesty, loyalty).

THINGS TO DO WITH YOUR BABY (0 to 1 year old)
• Babbling is an important developmental
stage during the first year. Have back-and-forth
conversations in baby talk to teach your baby
the give-and-take of conversation.
• Do your best to respond, even when you do
not understand what your baby is trying to say.

• Imitate your baby’s noises—“ba-ba” or “googoo”—wait for her to make another sound,
repeat the sound. Say nursery rhymes. By
imitating your baby, you will send an important
message: what she is feeling and trying to
communicate matters to you.

THINGS TO DO WITH YOUR TODDLER (1 to 3 years old)
• Helping your child put words to her feelings
develops her vocabulary in a meaningful
way. Allow time for your child to process
what she hears and formulate a response.
• Talk to your child about her feelings, and
your own feelings, too!

• Point out and talk about words that start
with the same sounds.
• Children can understand words long before
they can say them. Let your toddler see what
you mean by matching what you do to what
you say. Say “coat on,” or “coat off,” while putting
her coat on or taking it off.

THINGS TO DO WITH YOUR PRESCHOOLER (3 to 5 years old)
• Start conversations with your child. Avoid
replacing unfamiliar words with familiar ones.
Provide simple explanations for new words. Talk
about concepts (colors, shapes, sizes, textures).
• Pause, listen to your child! Consider your
child’s request, even if your answer will be,
“No.” If your child says, “That’s not fair,” pause,
and ask her why it is unfair, or say, “Let me
think about this for a while.” Make her feel
she is being heard.
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• Let your child express negative feelings.
Try not to be judgmental toward your child’s
feelings, even if the feelings are hard to take.
A few brief words like, “I understand,” lets
your child know you care.
• Simply being there for your child may be
more important than anything you say.
Discuss your child’s behavior with her, rather
than criticizing her feelings.

Wisconsin Woodland Animals
Reading Log

Books 101 through 200

For each book that is read to your child, by anyone, color in one tree.

Our Favorite Titles This Month Were:
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

When you complete this page, bring
in your reading log to get a stamp!
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Congratulations!
You read 200 books!

You have added another critter to your woodland!

Song—I’m a Little Striped Skunk
(melody: I’m A Little Teapot)
I’m a little striped skunk, black and white.
I sleep through the day and wake at night.
When the sun goes down, it’s time to eat.
So I dig up bugs with the claws on my feet.
I can smell so stinky, yes it’s true.
If you frighten me,
I might spray you.
Spraying helps me keep the enemies away,
So I can stay safe when I hunt and play!

Color the Skunk!

Write the word SKUNK:

Trace or color in
the word SKUNK:
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Did You Know?
Skunks are omnivores, which
means that they eat both plants
and animals. They like to eat fruits,
insects, worms, reptiles and
rodents. They have poor eyesight,
but they have an excellent sense
of smell and hearing.

Try This! Read With Your Child
Reading together, or shared reading, remains the single most effective way to help children
become proficient readers.
Early Literacy Tip:
Shared reading is the single
most important activity you
can do to help your child get
ready to read on his own.
Read with your child every day.
Develop a routine for reading.

Phonological Awareness Tip:
Read books that have animals
in them and say their sounds.
Read nursery rhyme books
and songbooks. Think of
words with the same starting
sound as a word in a book.

Vocabulary Tip: The language
of books, where more rare
words are used, is richer than
the language of conversation.
Informational texts (non-fiction)
offer different vocabulary than
story books.

THINGS TO DO WITH YOUR BABY (0 to 1 year old)
• Share many different kinds of books. Keep
books where your baby can reach them.
Make sure books are as easy to reach, hold,
and look at, as toys are.
• Pay attention to how your baby reacts to
the book you are reading. Stop if your baby is
not enjoying the story and try another book
or try that book again at another time.

• Develop a daily routine (make reading part
of it). Routines can soothe a baby, and let
him learn to predict what will happen next.
The ability to predict is important when your
child is older and is reading independently.

THINGS TO DO WITH YOUR TODDLER (1 to 3 years old)
• Do not expect your toddler to sit still for a
book. Toddlers need to move; do not worry
if he acts out stories or skips, romps, and
tumbles as you read to him. He can move
and listen at the same time.
• Keep reading time short, simple, and often,
to match the attention span of your toddler.
Read a little bit, several times a day.

• Choose engaging books. Books featuring
animals or machines invite movement and
making sounds. Books with flaps and textures
to touch keep hands busy. Books with detailed
illustrations or items hidden in the pictures are
great for exploring and discussing.

THINGS TO DO WITH YOUR PRESCHOOLER (3 to 5 years old)
• Give everything a name. Build your child’s
vocabulary by talking about interesting
words and objects. For example, “Look at that
airplane! Those are the wings of the plane.
Why do you think they are called wings?”

• Tell your child how much you enjoy reading
and how much you enjoy reading with him.
Talk about “story time” as the favorite part of
your day.
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Wisconsin Woodland Animals
Reading Log

Books 201 through 300

For each book that is read to your child, by anyone, color in one tree.

Our Favorite Titles This Month Were:
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

Stop in for a
special prize!
When you complete this page, bring
in your reading log to get a stamp!
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Congratulations!
You read 300 books!

Song—Grey Squirrel,
Grey Squirrel

Did You Know?
Squirrels are rodents. There are around
280 different species of squirrel. Most
squirrels are small and have big eyes and
bushy tails. Their large eyes help them
skillfully climb trees and avoid predators.

Grey squirrel, Grey squirrel
(bounce up and down on
the words)
Swish your bushy tail
(shake it)

Color the Squirrel!

Put a nut between your toes
(touch your toes)
Wrinkle up your little nose
(poke your nose)
Grey squirrel, Grey squirrel
Swish your bushy tail

You have added another critter to your woodland!

Grey squirrel, Grey squirrel
Swish your bushy tail

Write the word SQUIRREL:

Trace or color in the word SQUIRREL:
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Try This! Write With Your Child
Writing and reading go together. Writing helps children learn that letters and words stand for
sounds and understand that print has meaning.
Early Literacy Tip: Reading and
writing are both representations
of spoken language. Writing
develops from scribbles,
to writing letters, and then
sentences.

Phonological Awareness Tip:
Draw a picture of an animal—
what sound does it make?
Write your child’s name, point
out the sound of the first letter
in her name.

Vocabulary Tip: Have your
child draw a picture and
tell you about it. Add a new
word or two to what she is
saying, or clarify meanings
of words she is using.

THINGS TO DO WITH YOUR BABY (0 to 1 year old)
• When you sit down to write a letter or a list,
to pay bills, or fill out an order form, sit your
baby in her highchair near you so she can
see you write.

• Write letters and words in sand or—be brave—
write in pudding on her highchair tray.
• Create a fog by blowing on a mirror and write
the first letter of your baby’s name in the fog.

THINGS TO DO WITH YOUR TODDLER (1 to 3 years old)
• Help your child make her own story books.
She can draw the pictures and dictate the
story to you so you can write it in her book.
Even though your child is not doing the writing,
she is watching you write down what she
says to you.

• Look at pictures in books and magazines.
Ask your child to tell you about the picture
and then write her words down as captions
for the pictures.

THINGS TO DO WITH YOUR PRESCHOOLER (3 to 5 years old)
• Help your child see all the different types
of writing you do in your own life. Talk about
the writing you do for work or daily activities.

• Highlight how writing is a part of everyday
life. Take the time to notice and appreciate
the beautiful writing found within books.

• Have fun encouraging your child to write
her thoughts and opinions. Ask her to dictate
to you her thoughts and keep a journal with
her ideas!

• Show your child that her artwork is important
and valued by always displaying her works.
Resource: www.readingrockets.org/article/
how-parents-can-support-common-corewriting-standards

*These early literacy tips and much more can be found on the Reading Rockets website. Reading Rockets
is a national multimedia literacy initiative offering information and resources to caregivers and educators
on how young kids learn to read and why so many struggle. Check it out here: www.readingrockets.org.
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Wisconsin Woodland Animals
Reading Log

Books 301 through 400

For each book that is read to your child, by anyone, color in one tree.

Our Favorite Titles This Month Were:
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

When you complete this page, bring
in your reading log to get a stamp!
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Congratulations!
You read 400 books!

Song—Raccoon Sleeps
(melody: Kookaburra)

Did You Know?
Raccoons spend the nighttime hours
searching for food in cities and countrysides.
The raccoon is very good with its front paws,
using them like hands. In spring and fall, they
love to rest in empty nests of large birds or
squirrels. Raccoons can also make their home
in buildings.

Raccoon sleeps in a hollow tree,
While the sun shines on you and me.
Sleep, raccoon, Sleep, raccoon,
Warm and cozily.
In the darkest part of night,
Raccoon has the best eyesight.
Look, raccoon, Look, raccoon,
My, your eyes are bright.
Raccoon hardly makes a sound,
When he prowls all around.
Hunt, raccoon, Hunt, raccoon,
Find food on the ground.

You have added another critter to your woodland!

http://wiki.kcls.org/index.php/Raccoon_Sleeps

Color the Raccoon!
Write the word RACCOON:

Trace or color in the word RACCOON:
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Try This! Play With Your Child
Play is one of the primary ways young children learn about the world. General knowledge is another
important literacy skill that helps children understand books and stories as they begin to read.
Early Literacy Tip:
When children play, they use
one object (a block) to represent another object (a phone).
Symbolic play uses the same
concept as early literacy—a
picture or text represents the
real item, just as a picture of
an apple or the word “apple”
represents the real apple.

Phonological Awareness Tip:
Clap out words into syllables.
Play “I spy something red
(example: ball) that rhymes
with hall and starts with the
(unvoiced) sound /h/.” Keep
appropriate books where your
baby or child can easily play
with and look at them.

Vocabulary Tip: As your baby
handles an object or toy,
describe how the item feels,
what it looks like, and sounds
it makes. Enhance an older
child’s play by adding new
words and descriptions to the
words he uses as he plays.

THINGS TO DO WITH YOUR BABY (0 to 1 year old)
• Books are your baby’s first toy.
• Follow your baby’s lead. Provide an object,
toy, or activity for your baby, and see what he
does. It is perfectly fine if it is not the “right”
way to play…let him show you a “new way.”

• It is great to show your baby how a toy
works, but try to hold off on doing it every
time for your baby. Begin something, such
as stacking one block on another, and then
encourage your baby to try. Providing just
enough help to keep frustration at bay
motivates your baby to learn new skills!

THINGS TO DO WITH YOUR TODDLER (1 to 3 years old)
• Outdoor games are essential for kids to learn
and explore natural objects and nature. When
taking your toddler outside, teach him the
names of each plant or animal you see.
• Your child will be curious to touch and feel
everything new he sees. Keep all dangerous
objects away from his reach.

• Child friendly environments boost creativity
and confidence for toddlers. Create a welcoming
environment for your toddler rather than
directing each detail of playtime. A television
may distract your child’s attention from a game,
so it is best to keep the TV off when playing.
• Your child will learn new words best when he
learns them in a natural setting, or in context.

THINGS TO DO WITH YOUR PRESCHOOLER (3 to 5 years old)
• Encourage your child to have imaginative
play! Provide a dress-up box: clothing and
props (handbags, pirate patches, veils, jewelry,
a light saber) that will cover the needs of
both boys and girls.
• A recycling box. Have a stash of empty
containers, cereal boxes and milk cartons.

Your child will be able play supermarket, robot,
space-ship, post office . . . the list is endless.
• Paper, pencils, crayons, glue. These are all
must-have items for making a stop sign, playing
school, making a pet mouse, or a pirate hat.
Arts and crafts can bring your child’s imagination
to life!
19

Wisconsin Woodland Animals
Reading Log

Books 401 through 500

For each book that is read to your child, by anyone, color in one tree.

Our Favorite Titles This Month Were:
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

When you complete this page, bring
in your reading log to get a stamp!
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Congratulations!
You read 500 books!

You have added another critter to your woodland!

Color the Rabbit!

Did You Know?
When another animal approaches,
the cottontail will “freeze.” By
sitting perfectly still, it tries to
avoid being noticed. If freezing
does not work and the animal
or person continues toward it,
the rabbit will take off hopping
away in a zig-zag pattern.
Bunny, White Bunny
Bunny, white bunny (place
pointer fingers beside head)
With ears so tall,
And your two pink eyes,
And a mouth so small,
(make O with mouth)
Wiggle goes one ear,
(wiggle one finger)
Wiggle goes the other,
(wiggle other finger)
Hop, hop, hop, hop home
To your mother!

Write the word RABBIT:

http://wiki.kcls.org/index.php/Bunny,_White_Bunny

Trace or color in
the word RABBIT:
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Try This! Sing With Your Child
Singing slows down language so children can hear the different sounds in words and learn
about syllables. Music, rhythm, and rhyme all prepare children for reading.
Background Knowledge Tip:
Many songs help children with
concepts such as numbers
and size. Sing songs that tell
stories or are about loving
books: songs such as “The
More We Read Together.”

Print Awareness Tip:
Use songbooks or a flipchart
and point out words in the
chorus or repeated lines. Sing
“Oh, no, my book is upside
down” to the tune of “London
Bridge is Falling Down.”

Letter Knowledge Tip:
Sing the Alphabet Song.
Sing the alphabet to the tune
of “Mary Had a Little Lamb.”
Sing songs that focus on
letters, such as “BINGO.”

THINGS TO DO WITH YOUR BABY (0 to 1 year old)
• Repetition is good. Sing the same song
many times, over multiple days and weeks.
• Check out music CDs from the library.
• Add different words to familiar songs: “If You’re
Happy and You Know It”—Add action words
such as “jump up and down.” “The Wheels on
the Bus”—Put animals on the bus, or make
the song about a bike or wagon. “Down by

the Bay”—Add a verse such as “Did you ever
see a cat, wearing a hat?” “The Farmer in the
Dell”—Add the name of your child’s aunt,
uncle, or cousin.
Resource: (What to Expect)
http://www.whattoexpect.com/playroom/
playtime-tips/sing-to-your-baby.aspx

THINGS TO DO WITH YOUR TODDLER (1 to 3 years old)
• Create age-appropriate opportunities for
your child to participate in singing songs.
She could bang on a drum, or hit a wooden
spoon on a kitchen pot! She could suggest
new lyrics for familiar songs or new rhythms
for familiar lyrics.

• If your child is able to sing many of the
words in a song, try substituting a silly or
nonsense word into the song to get your
child’s attention and to teach new words.
For example, you could sing “Old MacDonald
had a zoo…” or “Twinkle twinkle little car.”

THINGS TO DO WITH YOUR PRESCHOOLER (3 to 5 years old)
• Use songs in the morning to get your child’s
attention when it is time to get dressed or eat
breakfast. Sing your child directions for how to
pick up toys by putting your words into a song.
Sing to “narrate” actions: “Linda is driving the
train, driving the train, all around the room.”
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• Use familiar tunes to create new ones by
changing the words. If you know “Row, Row,
Row, Your Boat,” “Farmer in the Dell,” “Twinkle
Twinkle Little Star,” and “Old MacDonald,” you
have an entire collection of songs ready to go!
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Congratulations!
You read 600 books!

You have added another critter to your woodland!

Color the Bear!

Did You Know?
Bears have two layers of fur.
A short layer of fur keeps the
bear warm. A second, long
layer keeps water away from
the skin and short fur. Unlike
many mammals, bears can
see in color!
Action Rhyme—Teddy Bear
Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear,
turn around,
Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear,
touch the ground,
Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear,
reach up high
Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear,
wink one eye,
Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear,
slap your knees,
Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear,
sit down please.

Write the word BEAR:

Trace or color in
the word BEAR:
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Try This! Talk With Your Child
Talking, telling stories, and stretching conversations helps children learn new words, learn to
express themselves, and learn how to have a conversation.
Background Knowledge Tip:
As your child explores an object,
describe the object and its
uses; compare and contrast
objects. Talk about concepts
(color, shapes, sizes, opposites).
Put processes in sequence (a
recipe, making things, plants
growing, seasons).

Print Awareness Tip: Point out
signs everywhere and read
labels on containers. Hold a
favorite book upside-down
or start reading it backwards
from the last page. Encourage
your child to talk about what
is “wrong” with the way you
are reading the book.

Letter Knowledge Tip:
Talk about letters—start with
letters in your child’s name.
Make observations comparing
items—what is alike and
what is different. Explain
your thinking as you sort or
match items, such as forks,
spoons, laundry, etc.

THINGS TO DO WITH YOUR BABY (0 to 1 year old)
• Gestures are one way babies communicate;
imitate your baby’s gestures.
• Encourage your baby’s sounds, including
coos, growls, and gurgles! This is how your
baby is trying to communicate with you.
These conversations are important first steps
toward your baby’s speech.

• The more your baby practices making
sounds, the clearer those sounds will become
to you. Make the noises back to him, like a
conversation. Point out sounds that you hear
as you go for a walk.
• Reinforce communication by smiling and
mirroring your baby’s facial expressions.

THINGS TO DO WITH YOUR TODDLER (1 to 3 years old)
• Expose your toddler to new situations
where you can introduce more words. Take
him on the bus or for a walk. Talk about
things you see when you are out and about!
• Point out how pictures and text in a book
represent real things around the house.

• Allow conversations to develop. Let your
child know you are listening and are interested.
• Pause the conversation so he has a chance
to think about what he would like to say
next. Toddlers need time to develop a
thought and then speak it out loud.

THINGS TO DO WITH YOUR PRESCHOOLER (3 to 5 years old)
• Solve problems playfully. A question such
as, “Would you like to dress your dolls for
school before you get dressed?” may inspire
your child to play along. It will be a lot more
fun for both of you!
• Tell children what you know on a variety of
topics. Have a conversation with your child
many times throughout the day. When you
share information that you read, tell your
child how you learned the information.

• Encourage your child to tell you about an
event and to describe things. Give him time
to figure things out, to problem solve;
if you solve it, explain what you did and
why you did it.
• Encourage your child to retell stories.
Encourage him to guess and to predict what
he thinks might happen next in a story.
25

Wisconsin Woodland Animals
Reading Log

Books 601 through 700

For each book that is read to your child, by anyone, color in one tree.

Our Favorite Titles This Month Were:
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

When you complete this page, bring
in your reading log to get a stamp!

26

Congratulations!
You read 700 books!

You have added another critter to your woodland!

Did You Know?
You can tell the chipmunk from any other mammal by the two white
and three dark racing stripes across the eyes on both sides of this small
mammal’s face. In the winter, chipmunks partially hibernate, sometimes
sleeping for weeks in November, but they also wake to eat or leave
the burrow and go outside.

Color the Chipmunk!

Song—Chipmunk, Chipmunk
(melody: Teddy Bear, Teddy
Bear Turn Around)
Chipmunk, chipmunk,
turn twice around.
Chipmunk, chipmunk,
touch the ground.
Chipmunk, chipmunk,
climb a tree so high.
Chipmunk, chipmunk,
wave good-bye!
http://wiki.kcls.org/index.php/Chipmunk,_Chipmunk

Write the word CHIPMUNK:

Trace or color in the word CHIPMUNK:
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Try This! Read With Your Child
Reading together remains the single most effective way to help children become proficient readers.
Background Knowledge Tip:
Read informational books on
topics of interest to your child.
Have her tell you what she
knows about the book. Relate
what is happening in the book
to her experiences. Talk about
what you like about books.

Print Awareness Tip: Point to
the title of the book as you
read it. Point to words in
repeated phrases as your
child says the words. Tell
your child what the author
and illustrator do as you say
their names.

Letter Knowledge Tip:
Read alphabet books, not
necessarily from beginning to
end. Point out shapes in books;
learning basic shapes (circle,
square) helps children begin to
recognize letters. Point out how
two pictures of the same object
might be alike or different.

THINGS TO DO WITH YOUR BABY (0 to 1 year old)
• Choose baby-friendly books. Books with
bright, bold, or high-contrast illustrations are
easier for young babies to see and will grab
their attention. Books made of cloth or soft
plastic (for the bathtub) or “board books”
with sturdy cardboard pages are easier for
your baby to handle.

• Snuggle up with a book. When you hold your
baby close and look at a book together, your
baby will enjoy snuggling and hearing your
voice. Feeling safe and secure while looking at
a book builds your baby’s confidence and her
love of reading.
• Visit the library to look at books.

THINGS TO DO WITH YOUR TODDLER (1 to 3 years old)
• Every day is an adventure for a toddler.
Choose books about everyday experiences
and feelings. Your child will identify with
characters in books as they dress, eat, visit,
nap, and play.
• Ask questions! Take time to listen to your
toddler’s answers. Toddlers have strong opinions
and interesting ideas about the world. Encourage

your toddler to tell you what she thinks. You
will build language skills and better understand
your toddler at the same time.
• It is okay to stop reading if your toddler loses
interest in the story. Try another book or try that
book again at another time. Reading with a
very young child is primarily about building
positive experiences with books, not finishing
every book you start.

THINGS TO DO WITH YOUR PRESCHOOLER (3 to 5 years old)
• Read with fun in your voice! Use different
voices. Be interactive. Discuss what is happening,
point out things on the page, and ask questions.
• Read a book again and again! Read your
child’s favorite book 100 times! Encourage her
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to join in while you are reading. Together, retell
stories with props, pictures, and puppets!
• Point out print and text everywhere you go.
Talk about the written words you see in the
world around you. Ask your child to find a
new word on each outing.
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Congratulations!
You read 800 books!

You have added another critter to your woodland!

Color the Fox!

Did You Know?
You can find foxes all over Wisconsin.
Foxes are great hunters, and not
only because they are fast. Their
large, upright ears allow them to
locate a rustling sound within 1
degree of its true location. On top
of that, a fox can hear a mouse
squeal from 150 feet away—that
is 50 yard sticks end to end!
Song—Fox’s Ears and Whiskers
(melody: Head, Shoulders, Knees,
and Toes) Find your different fox-y
body parts as you sing. This song
repeats several times, going faster
and faster, of course!
Ears and whiskers, paws and tail
Paws and tail
Ears and whiskers, paws and tail
Paws and tail!
Pat your furry tummy and give a
little yell (Ah-roooooo!)
Ears and whiskers, paws and tail!
Paws and tail!

Write the word FOX:

Trace or color in
the word FOX:
30

http://wiki.kcls.org/index.php/Fox%27s_Ears_and_Whiskers

Try This! Write With Your Child
As children write, they become aware that printed letters and words have meaning.
They begin to understand the purpose of reading through the process of writing.
Background Knowledge Tip:
Invite your child to draw
pictures for a story; write
what he says. Have him
draw or write down what he
knows on various topics.

Print Awareness Tip:
Have your child make lists,
write invitations and note
cards, write and/or draw his
own books. Point out signs
when walking or driving and
at stores.

Letter Knowledge Tip:
Scribble, draw shapes, play
air-writing games, draw and
write letters. Fill a page with
numbers, letters, and shapes
to help your child begin to
see the differences.

THINGS TO DO WITH YOUR BABY (0 to 1 year old)
• Make art and writing a part of playtime
with your baby.
• Fingerpaint and write out the ABCs for him!

• Draw and describe objects that are opposites
or different sizes, shapes, textures, etc.

THINGS TO DO WITH YOUR TODDLER (1 to 3 years old)
• Provide lots of time for your toddler to draw
and scribble. Give him chunky crayons. Tape
the paper down to the table so it does not
move while he draws.
• Have your toddler tune into his creativity by
experimenting with all sorts of art materials.
You will see your child grow through the
changes in his artwork.

• Art and early writing skills are the same for
a young child. Using crayons is a great way to
do art and pretend writing. At first, it is about
figuring out what crayons can do. Then, your
child discovers the link between holding the
crayon in his hand and the line he made on
the page.

THINGS TO DO WITH YOUR PRESCHOOLER (3 to 5 years old)
• If your child scribbles something and then
tells you what he “wrote,” take it seriously.
Let your child take his “list” to the supermarket
or mail his letter to grandpa and grandma.
This is how children learn that words have
meaning, and are influential.
• Fill up a piece of paper with the first letter
of his name using dots for him to trace.
Later include his last name, or his initials,
and eventually his whole name.

• Give your child positive feedback on his
writing skills. Say things such as, “Look at the
lines you are making—there are so many of
them!” Or, “That picture is really interesting.”
Or, “Those colors make me feel happy.”
• Children have fun painting with cotton balls,
q-tips, sponges, and string. Give your child
crayons and rub over a textured surface (like
a coin, or a leaf ).
• Practice writing skills with sidewalk chalk!
Draw with chalk outside and see how water
changes the color of the chalk.
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Congratulations!
You read 900 books!

You have added another critter to your woodland!

Did You Know?
Most deer are born with white
spots but lose them within a year.

Color the Deer!

Deer take their first steps within
half an hour of their birth. Young
deer will usually stay with their
mother for about a year. Male
deer are called bucks, bulls, stags
or harts. Female deer are called
does, cows or hinds. Young deer
are called fawns or calves.
Song—Little Deer
(melody: Little Bunny
Foo Foo)

Write the words DEER and BUCK:

Out in the forest
Early in the morning
See the little deer
Prancing to and fro.
First she eats some leaves,
Then she eats some berries.
Munch munch crunch
crunch…
Off she goes.

Trace or color in the words DEER and BUCK:
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Try This! Play With Your Child
Play is one of the primary ways young children learn about how the world works and
learn language.
Background Knowledge Tip:
Play is a good way to develop
background knowledge
through role playing different
situations, such as a restaurant,
school, car repair shop, or
grocery store. Retell familiar
stories or make up new stories.

Print Awareness Tip:
Add print to play. For example,
menus for restaurant play,
labels for grocery store play,
prescriptions for doctor’s office
play, letters and junk mail
for post office play, etc. Play
matching and sorting games.

Letter Knowledge Tip:
Play with blocks, shapes,
colors, and objects of different
sizes. Sort and categorize toys.
Play with puzzles. Play matching
games noticing what is alike
and what is different. Include
foam and magnet block letters
in play.

THINGS TO DO WITH YOUR BABY (0 to 1 year old)
• Read your baby’s signals. Your little one may
not be able to use words when she is frustrated.
Your baby has other ways, however, of
communicating with you—like using sounds,
facial expressions, and gestures. Reading your
baby’s signals helps you to know when to
jump in or change to a new activity. Reading
the signals can also tell you what activities
your baby prefers.

• Check your play space for your baby.
This can prevent a tantrum or an accident.
Ask yourself if the area is child-friendly and
baby-safe. Is there too much noise or too
many other distractions? Can my baby safely
explore here?
Resource: (Zero to Three) http://www.zerotothree.
org/child-development/play/play-tips.html

THINGS TO DO WITH YOUR TODDLER (1 to 3 years old)
• Play many games with your toddler! Games
bring the whole family together.
• Invite caregivers and other children to take
part in games. This not only builds a close
relationship with other members of the family,

but also creates a supportive environment
for your toddler to learn.
Resource: http://extension.udel.edu/factsheet/
building-strong-family-relationships/

THINGS TO DO WITH YOUR PRESCHOOLER (3 to 5 years old)
• Encourage your child to use her imagination!
Act out stories together!
• Every make-believe house can use old kitchen
utensils! How can you cook an imaginary
cake for your imaginary family without a
wooden spoon?
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• What can’t you make with building blocks?
• Puzzles are great toys to encourage
problem solving.
• Create the opportunity for your child to
make a quiet spot tucked out of the way.
This will allow your child to make up her
own magnificent world.
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Congratulations!
You read 1000 books!

You have added another critter to your woodland!

Song—The Fuzzy Caterpillar
(melody: The Eensy Weensy Spider)

Did You Know?

The fuzzy caterpillar

Butterflies and insects have their skeletons

Curled upon a leaf,

on the outside of their bodies, called the

Spun her little chrysalis

exoskeleton. This protects the insects and
keeps water inside their bodies so they
do not dry out. Butterflies cannot fly if

And then fell asleep.
While she was sleeping,

their body temperature is less than 86

She dreamed that she could fly,

degrees. Butterflies can see red, green,

And later when she woke up

and yellow.

She was a butterfly!

Color the Butterfly!

Write the word BUTTERFLY:

Trace or color in the word BUTTERFLY:
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