AGENDA
City of Monona Landmarks Commission
Monona City Hall
5211 Schluter Road, Monona, WI
Wednesday February 12, 2020
4:30 PM
Please note that at the request of the applicant the application for a Certificate of
Appropriateness for a Demolition Permit for a Monona Landmark Property at 4123
Monona Drive (Case No. Z-007-2019) has been withdrawn. The request for demolition
will not be discussed further at the meeting.
1. Call to Order
2. Roll Call
3. Approval of Minutes of January 8, 2020
4. Appearances
5. Unfinished Business
A. Discussion of Springhaven Pagoda, 4659 Tonyawatha Trail and 4811 Tonyawatha
Trail Landmark Documentation
6. New Business
A. Discussion of 706 West Dean Avenue – Monona Landmark Property
B. Discussion of 5805 Winnequah Road – Monona Landmark Property
C. Staff Updates
i.

Springhaven Pagoda joint parks meeting

7. Upcoming meetings – March 11, 2020 and April 8, 2020
8. Adjournment
NOTE: Upon reasonable notice, the City of Monona will accommodate the needs of disabled individuals
through auxiliary aids or services. For additional information or to request this service, contact Joan
Andrusz at (608) 222-2525 (not a TDD telephone number), FAX: (608) 222-9225, or through the City
Police Department TDD telephone number 441-0399. The public is notified that any final action taken at
a previous meeting may be reconsidered pursuant to the City of Monona ordinances. A suspension of the
rules may allow for final action to be taken on an item of New Business. It is possible that members of
and a possible quorum of members of other governmental bodies of the municipality may be in
attendance at the above stated meeting to gather information or speak about a subject, over which they
have decision-making responsibility. Any governmental body at the above stated meeting will take no
action other than the governmental body specifically referred to above in this notice. Agenda Posted
02/06/2020 on the City Hall, Library, and Community Center bulletin boards and on the City of
Monona’s website, mymonona.com.

Draft Minutes Subject to Approval
MINUTES
City of Monona
Landmarks Commission
Wednesday January 8, 2020
Chair Kuhr called the meeting of the Monona Landmarks Commission to order at 4:31 PM.
Present:

Chair Jennifer Kuhr, Mr. Rick Bernstein, Ms. Anne Wellman, Mr. Erik Lincoln, Ms.
Mary Murrell, Ms. Rebecca Holmquist and Ms. Branda Weix

Absent:

None

Also Present: Douglas Plowman, City Planner
Approval of Minutes
A motion by Mr. Bernstein, seconded by Ms. Weix, for the approval of the minutes of
December 11, 2019 carried with no corrections.
Appearances
There were no appearances.
Unfinished Business
A. Public Hearing and Consideration of Action on Certificate of Appropriateness for a Demolition
Permit for a Monona Landmarked Property at 4123 Monona Drive. (Case No. Z-007-2019)
At the request of the applicant there will be no action or discussion on this item. The item will be
heard at the February 12th Landmarks Commission meeting.
New Business
A. Discussion of Springhaven Pagoda – Monona Landmark
Planner Plowman gave the Commission a brief overview of the discussion, and how it is
intended to develop defining characteristics of currently landmarked properties. The Commission
will use the current Landmark Designation forms to develop documentation for these properties.
The process is in response to Commission member discussion when reviewing landmark
properties for potential certificates of appropriateness.
Ms. Wellman shared that the Pagoda has been a noted site for a long time, and predates the
City itself. The Pagoda dates back to the late 19th century, and was likely another destination to
visit along with the Tonyawatha Springs Hotel. Mr. Bernstein shared that there is no knowledge
of who constructed the Pagoda. Chair Kuhr added that the cement and freeform construction
technique make it unique. Mr. Bernstein added that the stone base, concrete pillars and roof are
all key components. Ms. Weix suggested referencing the Historic Preservation Plan for the
Pagoda for Section A pertaining to the characteristics. Mr. Bernstein added that the photographs
from the early 1950’s are great examples of its former state. They include the retaining wall, a
less significant slope behind the structure and the ball atop the roof. Ms. Weix added that the
significance is that it is located by the spring, which ensured that it became a picnic destination.
She added that it would be inappropriate to move it, the pagoda and spring go together.
Commission discussion moved to the condition selection that should be made on the form. Ms.
Holmquist shared that structurally the Preservation Plan said the Pagoda is good. Ms. Weix
suggested that any could be chosen with attached conditions. It was clarified that these
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applications can be accepted by the Commission and filed for future reference. There is already
good information on the Pagoda, but other properties and sites have less information.
B. Discussion of 4811 Tonyawatha Trail – Monona Landmark Property
Planner Plowman shared an overview of the documentation that was included in the packet.
There were extracts from the Monona Landmarks Book, a printout of the State Historical Society
webpage as well as extracts from the property file held by the State.
Chair Kuhr added that there had previously been discussion over whether just the house, or both
the house and studio should be landmarked. She shared that her opinion is for both to be
included, as they’re each significant for different reasons. Ms. Murrell added that the Mead and
Hunt Intensive Survey discussed the artist and studio a lot in their report. Ms. Weix shared that
the garage is part of the property, because there used to be a carriage house on the property.
Features of the studio were well documented in the Intensive Survey. Chair Kuhr added that the
Tudor Style is important, and that any significant changes to the façade would be of concern.
Chair Kuhr shared that the architect is significant to this property as he was also the designer of
the Executive Mansion and has a link to larger Wisconsin importance. Ms. Weix asked if Bohrod
completed significant work in the studio or if it was elsewhere. Ms. Murrell responded there are a
lot of paintings inside both the house and tunnels. Ms. Weix shared that there is artwork on the
exterior of studio that is of significance. Planner Plowman added that he will reference the
photos submitted as part of the 2019 Certificate of Appropriateness application for the garage
improvements. Chair Kuhr opined that the Studio is of interest to Monona as it is unique within
the City, even if it doesn’t necessarily meet State or National burdens. Mr. Lincoln agreed, and
also referenced the work on the inside of the studio.
C. Staff Updates
i. Reindahl Mound Marker donation to Historic Blooming Grove Historical
Society
Planner Plowman let the Commission know that the Department of Public Works
have moved the Reindahl mound marker from the garage to the grounds of the
Dean House at the request of the Historic Blooming Grove Historical Society.
ii. Monona Mound Marker Update
Planner Plowman shared that the Mound Marker dedication will likely be pushed
to spring in order to place it when the weather is better. Ms. Holmquist suggested
doing this in May which is Historic Preservation month. The Commission agreed
that this was a good idea.
Upcoming meetings
Upcoming meetings are scheduled for February 12, 2020 (5:30 pm in the Municipal Room of the
Monona Library) and March 11, 2020.
Adjournment
A motion by Ms. Holmquist, seconded by Ms. Wellman, to adjourn carried. (5:08pm)
Submitted by,
Doug Plowman, City Planner
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Springhaven Pagoda – City of Monona Landmark
Supplemental Information
A. Describe Present and Original Character and Features.
- Concrete structure hand-formed in the 1880’s
o A high level of craftsmanship is evident in the details despite its simple form
 Chamfered column bases
 Complex roof form
 Pyramidal design
o Example of rural pioneer architecture and traditional craftsmanship
- Located within a natural ravine sloping down from the road to Lake Monona with views
of downtown Madison
- Both functional in use and decorative in its nature
- Frugal in its use of materials
- The Pagoda roof is currently in deteriorated aesthetic condition although general
structural integrity is still good

B. Describe the Significance to Monona and/or the Greater Region.
- Ownership – The property is associated with Judge E.W. Keyes who served as the Mayor
of Madison in 1865 and again in 1886
- The structure well predates the City of Monona
- Site specifics - Location within Springhaven Park is significant
o Cultural significance of Springhaven Park to the City of Monona
o A known landmark and destination for people visiting

C. Describe the Conformance to Designation Criteria.
(1) Exemplifies or reflects the broad cultural, political, economic or social history of the
nation, state or community; or
(2) Is associated with the lives of important persons or with important events in national,
state or local history; or
(3) Embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type inherently valuable
for a study of a period, style, method of construction or of indigenous materials or
craftsmanship; or
(4) Is representative of the notable work of a master builder, designer or architect; or
(5) Exhibits important archaeological or anthropological significance.

Historical Photographs

Source: Springhaven Pagoda Historic Preservation Plan - 2016

Springhaven Pagoda photos – December 2019

Springhaven Pagoda photos – December 2019

Springhaven Pagoda photos – December 2019

Charles Fix House – City of Monona Landmark
Supplemental Information
A. Describe Present and Original Character and Features.
- A fantastic example of the Dutch Colonial style in Monona
o Seek to maintain the general massing of the property
o Retain similar materials for the property siding when replaced
o Patio French doors on buildings 2nd story
o Gambrel roof, wide hip-roof dormer
o Hip roof wing and a large 3-car garage
- Interior features include a grand entry hall, curved staircase, a central sun room and
crown molding. Electric buzzers were installed on the main floor to summon servants
whose quarters consisted of two rooms and a bath.
B. Describe the Significance to Monona and/or the Greater Region.
- Ownership – Charles Fix and his brother known for their plastering work in the area,
including work at the State Capitol building
- Site specifics – Located along 150 feet of Lake Monona across 3 lots
- One of the first year-round properties outside of Madison City Limits
C. Describe the Conformance to Designation Criteria.
(1) Exemplifies or reflects the broad cultural, political, economic or social history of the
nation, state or community; or
(2) Is associated with the lives of important persons or with important events in national,
state or local history; or
(3) Embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type inherently valuable
for a study of a period, style, method of construction or of indigenous materials or
craftsmanship; or
(4) Is representative of the notable work of a master builder, designer or architect; or
(5) Exhibits important archaeological or anthropological significance.

Photographs from Lake Monona

Source – Mary Murrell City of Monona Landmarks Commission Member - 2019

Otto Schroeder House (4811 Tonyawatha Trail) – City of Monona Landmark
Supplemental Information
A. Describe Present and Original Character and Features.
- Great example of the Tudor style in Monona
o Stucco and stone masonry with false half-timbering
o Steeply pitched roof
- Three front-gable projecting wings on the front, rear and side elevations
- Irregular side-gable roof with three hip-roof dormers
o One opens to an integrated balcony toward the east facade
- Detached carriage house is also significant and has important design features
o Carriage house was developed into an art studio and stone, wood and stucco
were used to compliment the original house
o Inverted triangular window openings and wood-frame window wall present on
north elevation

B. Describe the Significance to Monona and/or the Greater Region.
- Ownership – Originally built for Otto Schroeder, a prominent Madison funeral director
o Later purchased by Aaron Bohrod in 1959 who was the artist in residence at the
University of Wisconsin-Madison from 1948 to 1973
- Architects – The main residence was designed by Frank Riley who was also responsible
for the Wisconsin Executive Mansion in Madison
o The artist studio was designed by Herbert Fritz who designed a number of homes
in the greater Madison area and was an apprentice to Frank Lloyd Wright

C. Describe the Conformance to Designation Criteria.
(1) Exemplifies or reflects the broad cultural, political, economic or social history of the
nation, state or community; or
(2) Is associated with the lives of important persons or with important events in national,
state or local history; or
(3) Embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type inherently valuable
for a study of a period, style, method of construction or of indigenous materials or
craftsmanship; or
(4) Is representative of the notable work of a master builder, designer or architect; or
(5) Exhibits important archaeological or anthropological significance.

Photographs of home and carriage house

Source: Dennis & Tori Hull 2019

CITY OF MONONA
LANDMARKS NOMINATION FORM
Landmarks Commission 5211 Schluter Road Monona, WI 53716. Please refer to the
Preparation Guide for Landmark Nomination to assist in completion of this form. Submit to
planner@ci.monona.wi.us.
Resource Type:

☐Historic District

☐Landmark

Identification of Historic Resource
Common Name:
Historic Name:
Current Use:
Street Address:
Parcel Number(s):
Legal Description:

Applicant Information
Name and Title:
Organization
Represented:
Address:
Phone Number:
Email Address:

As the preparer of this document, I am signing below to signify that I believe this document is complete
and contains true and accurate information.

Signature

Print Name

Date

General Historic Data
Original Owner:
Original Use:
Architect/Builder/
Designer:
Architectural
Style:
Date of
Construction:
Location:
Physical
Condition:

☐Moved Site
☐Excellent
☐Ruins

☐Original Site
☐Good
☐Fair

☐Poor

☐Deteriorated

Attach a separate narrative that describes the landmark proposed for nomiation. This narrative shall
include the following sections:
A. Describe Present and Original Character and Features.
B. Describe the Significance to Monona and/or the Greater Region.
C. Describe the Conformance to Designation Criteria.
D. List of Bibliographical References.
E. Additional Information as Needed.

George Kalbfleisch Farm, ca. 1903
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A Monona Landmark

706 West Dean Avenue
     This stucco and shingle-sided home was the homestead
farmhouse of George Kalbfleisch, Jr., a first generation American.
His father, George Sr., emigrated from Germany in 1855 to Dane
County and settled on a forty-acre homestead which extended from
the present intersection of Winnequah and Schluter Roads west to
Lake Monona.
     On another forty-acre parcel which stretched from Winnequah
Road to McKenna Road and from Greenway Road to Dean Avenue,
his son, George Jr., constructed his home. The original frame
structure consisted of seven rooms - living room, sitting room,
dining room and kitchen on the first floor with three large bedrooms
upstairs. An attractive porch graced half the length of the front of
the house.
     Among the original outbuildings was a large barn with four
horse stalls, six cow stanchions and a large haymow overhead. The
front of the barn served as a carriage house. Also located on the
property was an ice house in which were stored ice blocks cut from
the lake in winter. In summer Kalbfleisch delivered this ice to the
cottages all along the shores of Lake Monona.
     In 1918 Joseph Fix purchased the property from Kalbfleisch
and continued to work the land as a truck farmer. Much in
demand were the seasonal treats of plump, juicy strawberries
and raspberries. He sold these, as well as asparagus, cabbage
and squash, to grocery stores on the east side of Madison. Later
additions to the farm operation included facilities for raising mink
and poultry.
     Fix sold the property in 1950 and much of the land was
subdivided as residential lots. The poultry house was converted

for use as the first parish church of the Immaculate Heart of Mary
congregation. The 27 families who were charter members, in just
five weeks and at a cost of $300, remodeled the “chicken coop”
into a neat little yellow-painted church which accommodated 145
persons. The existing farm house served as the rectory for the new
pastor.
     The plan of the house itself remains almost as it was more than
100 years ago. The front porch has been removed and a family
room now occupies the place of the old back porch. But the
towering oaks still surround a house truly reminiscent of the area’s
early settlers.
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About the National
Register and State
Register of Historic
Places
All Wisconsin National Register
of Historic Places listings are
searchable on our website.

NAMES

About Our Wisconsin
Architecture and History
Inventory (AHI)

Historic Name: George Kalbfleisch, Jr. Farmhouse
Other Name:
Contributing:
Reference Number: 238674

Search digital records on more
than 140,000 historic buildings,
structures and objects
throughout Wisconsin.

PROPERTY LOCATION
Location (Address): 706 W DEAN AVE
County: Dane
City: Monona
Township/Village:
Unincorporated Community:
Town:
Range:
Direction:
Section:
Quarter Section:
Quarter/Quarter Section:

RELATED ARTICLES
Is Your Property Eligible
for the National Register
or State Register of
Historic Places?
Eligible properties must retain
the essential physical
appearance of the period in
which they were important, and
meet one of four criteria.

PROPERTY FEATURES
Year Built: 1900
Additions:
Survey Date:
Historic Use: house
Architectural Style: Cross Gabled
Structural System:
Wall Material: Stucco
Architect:
Other Buildings On Site:
Demolished?: No
Demolished Date:

Related products from our
Online Store:

DESIGNATIONS
NOTES
Additional Information: 2019 - Two-story L-shaped cross-gable farmhouse with stucco and asbestos
siding. The original porch has been removed and the house has replacement vinyl windows.
Bibliographic References:

https://www.wisconsinhistory.org/Records/Property/HI238674
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Bungalowen, 1911, 1932

28

A  MONONA LANDMARK

5805-07 Winnequah Road
     A honeymoon rowing trip from
Madison down the Yahara River in
August, 1906, for newlyweds Ray
and Theo Pickford Owen brought
them to camp on the southeast
shore of Lake Monona. Five years
later Owen, a young engineering
professor at the University of
Wisconsin, and his wife gathered
fieldstones from the nearby land
along Squaw Bay of Lake Monona
to construct the fireplace for their
summer cottage. These were the beginnings of the rambling
home, Bungalowen, a ‘bungalow for the Owens.
     The summer cottage was a simple one-story wood shingled
structure typical of the Bungalow style. Its living room with the
fieldstone fireplace was surrounded on two sides by a screened
porch and a lean-to kitchen. Canvas awnings rolled down to
protect the summer inhabitants from storms off the lake. Boats
were the primary means of transportation at that time; a long pier
extended from the open water through the marshy area up to the
oak-wooded slope where the cottage stood. The only neighbors
were a few farmers and some Indians who camped on a hill near
the Yahara River. In the 1920s the cottage roofline was extended
to add an upstairs bedroom.
     In 1932, P. Theron Woolsen, an architect from Winnetka,
Illinois, and a friend of the Owens, designed another ‘addition.’

This time a complete winterized house was added, connected to
the cottage by a sewing room and main entrance hall. The new
structure consisted of a twenty foot by forty foot living room,
dining alcove, kitchen, master bedroom and bath. The second
floor was left unfinished but contained enough room under the
steep eaves for two or three bedrooms.
     Continuing the cottage look, the new addition was paneled
in #2 shiplap pine, stained a warm mellow color. The ceiling
beams, found in a field, were burned with a torch and scrubbed
to give a weathered look. The ceiling between the beams was
rough plaster and the part nearest the fireplace was tinted with
lamp black to look smoked. The living room floors are random
width oak.
     The main feature of the living room is the large fireplace set
in an inglenook of native limestone quarried near Burlington,
Wisconsin. Philip Volk, designer and mason for the fireplaces at
Taliesin, Spring Green home of Frank Lloyd Wright, created the
fireplace which is headed with a six-foot lintel stone weighing
one-third of a ton. An ornamental copper marker in the floor,
designed by daughter Sally Owen Marshall, is etched with Indian
symbols and gives compass points.
     The carpenters for the house were two of Owen’s students.
One of them, Jack Shaffer of Wisconsin Dells, tells that they
received board and about thirty-five cents an hour and were
“damned glad to get it” in those Depression times. He also
recounted that nails were always half pounded until the
indecisive Mrs. Owen made up her mind.
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     As years passed the house became the year-round residence
of the Owens. Winnequah Road was graded and paved, and the
neighborhood grew to include about a dozen families. In 1936 the
residents formed the Frost Woods Homes Association, one of the
earliest neighborhood groups, and all were eager to promote the
pleasures of living in that area. Many of them were active in the
forming of the Village of Monona; Owen served as a trustee.
     The cottage part of the house continued as a summer residence
for the Owens, their friends and families. The house and yard were
the center for neighborhood activities - meetings, sewing clubs and
the annual July 4th picnic. Frost Woods children were taught to
swim at the Owen pier.
     In 1959 the Owens, then in their late seventies, moved back into
the original cottage portion while the main house was remodeled
to accommodate the activities of daughter Sally and her family. This
included adding a double carport, new entry, master bedroom and
bath and the enlarging of an upstairs bedroom into a “dorm” with
windows overlooking the lake.
     Ray Owen died in 1967, a day before his 89th birthday; his
wife Theo in 1980 at age 100. Sally Owen Marshall died in 1970,
followed two years later by her husband John. The house is now
owned by the third generation who act as stewards of the house
and property.
     The cottage was restored in 2006. The early stacked-boulder
foundation was replaced; plumbing, wiring and heating systems
were brought up to code. The porch window frames, discovered to
have been recycled from an 1880s building, were repaired,
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mullions re-milled so the original antique glass panes could be
reinstalled. All materials that could be reused were. Becaues
significant changes through the years to Winnequah Road made the
cottage enrty door two feet below grade, a ‘moat’ drainage system
across the front (roadside) was constructed.
     Again the exterior of the cottage and house appear as one - a
rambling red-brown shingled living space blending into the woods
of native trees and wildflowers, the wide open green ‘front’ yard
leading invitingly towards the lake. Bungalowen remains a home
with rich traditions and a story of its own.
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About the National
Register and State
Register of Historic
Places
All Wisconsin National Register
of Historic Places listings are
searchable on our website.

NAMES

About Our Wisconsin
Architecture and History
Inventory (AHI)

Historic Name: Theo P. and Ray S. Owen House (Bungalowen)
Other Name: Jan Marshall Fox House
Contributing: Yes
Reference Number: 232677

Search digital records on more
than 140,000 historic buildings,
structures and objects
throughout Wisconsin.

PROPERTY LOCATION
Location (Address): 5805 WINNEQUAH RD
County: Dane
City: Monona
Township/Village:
Unincorporated Community:
Town:
Range:
Direction:
Section:
Quarter Section:
Quarter/Quarter Section:

RELATED ARTICLES
Is Your Property Eligible
for the National Register
or State Register of
Historic Places?
Eligible properties must retain
the essential physical
appearance of the period in
which they were important, and
meet one of four criteria.

PROPERTY FEATURES
Year Built: 1911
Additions: 1932
Survey Date: 20072018
Historic Use: house
Architectural Style: Bungalow
Structural System:
Wall Material: Clapboard
Architect: James Law and Edward LawP. Theron Woolsen
Other Buildings On Site:
Demolished?: No
Demolished Date:

Related products from our
Online Store:

DESIGNATIONS
NOTES
Additional Information: A 'site file' exists for this property. It contains additional information such as
correspondence, newspaper clippings, or historical information. It is a public record and may be viewed in
person at the Wisconsin Historical Society, State Historic Preservation Office.

https://www.wisconsinhistory.org/Records/Property/HI232677
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2018 - In 1911 Ray Owen, a professor of Civil Engineering at the University of Wisconsin, built a small
summer cottage on the shore of Squaw Bay. The one-story house was designed by architects James and
Edward Law and comprised of only two interior rooms, including a living room with a large fieldstone
fireplace and a kitchen. The house was clad with wood shingles and typified Craftsman-style bungalows of
the period. “Bungalow for the Owens” eventually became “Bungalowen.” The Owens expanded the building
with the addition of screened porches running along the north and west elevations. In 1932 the family
hired architect P. Theron Woolsen of Winnetka, Illinois, to construct a larger, winterized house connected to
the small cottage. The new building complemented the earlier rustic cottage. Its exterior was clad with
horizontal wood paneling and shingles and it featured a large brick chimney. The house’s interior was filled
with rustic details, including stained shiplap walls, exposed beams treated to create a “weathered” look,
oak floors, and a native limestone fireplace designed by Philip Volk. Eventually, the house became a yearround residence for the Owen family. By the mid-1930s area residents formed the Frost Woods Home
Association and many, including Ray Owen, worked to found the Village of Monona. The family continued to
make Bungalowen its primary residence and carried out several additional remodels and renovations in the
late 1950s.
Bibliographic References: Coleman, Brian D. “A Lakeside Bungalow Camp.” Old House Online, October
26, 2018. https://www.oldhouseonline.com/house-tours/a-lakeside-bungalow-camp. Monona Landmarks
Commission. City of Monona: Its Heritage and Landmarks. 2nd ed. Monona Wis.: Monona Landmarks
Commission, 2011. 29–30.

RECORD LOCATION
Wisconsin Architecture and History Inventory, State Historic Preservation Office, Wisconsin
Historical Society, Madison, Wisconsin

Have Questions?
If you didn't find the record you were looking for, or have other questions about historic
preservation, please email us and we can help:

joe.derose@wisconsinhistory.org

If you have an update, correction, or addition to a record, please include this in your message:
AHI number
Information to be added or changed
Source information
Note: When providing a historical fact, such as the story of a historic event or the name of an
architect, be sure to list your sources. We will only create or update a property record if we can
verify a submission is factual and accurate.

How to Cite
For the purposes of a bibliography entry or footnote, follow this model:

Wisconsin Architecture and History Inventory Citation
Wisconsin Historical Society, Wisconsin Architecture and History Inventory, "Historic Name",
"Town", "County", "State", "Reference Number".

https://www.wisconsinhistory.org/Records/Property/HI232677
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